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ABSTRACT

The present volume is the third and final report resulting from the dialect
survey of the Pearl River Delta jointly conducted by Jinan University and The
Chinese University of Hong Kong (initially) / Hong Kong Polytechnic
(subsequently). The survey began in 1986 and covers 31 locations.

Vol. 1is a comparative morpheme-syllabary, registering the pronunciations
of 3810 monosyllabic morphemes, and Vol. 2 is a comparative lexicon, comprising
1401 lexical items. While these two volumes are useful in their own right as raw
data, they can merely be regarded as stations en route to a comprehensive ar
systematic grasp of the dialects spoken in the region.

The present volume attempts to give an overall linguistic picture of the
region based on processed data. The main body of the volume contains ien
chapters, each dealing with a particular topic. The following is a brief summary
of their contents.

Chapter 1 is an account of the geographical and historical milieu of the
region. Chapter 2 describes the distribution of dialects in the region and suggests
how they should be grouped. These two brief, introductory chapters pave the
way for the in-depth discussions that follow.

Chapters 3, 4 and 5 are separate overviews of the Yue, Kejia and Min
dialects respectively in the region. They are followed by a chapter on the mutual
influences or interactions among these three dialect groups.

Chapter 7 discusses one by one the synchronic phonologies of the 31
dialects. It includes realizational and other details of interest that were left
unattended to in the earlier volumes as a matter of editorial principle.

Chapter 8 presents a diachronic comparison between Middle Chinese
(MC) and each of the 31 dialects. It provides computerized statistics showing
how the monosyllabic morphemes belonging to a particular phonological class are
reflected in the present-day dialects. The statistics not only show the patterns of
diachronic correspondence but also provide a useful starting point for further
abstraction.  The chapter is divided into three sections, dealing with
initials/onsets, finals/rhymes, and tones.

Chapter 9 is composed of 42 maps each showing a set of isoglosses
pertaining to a particular taxonomic parameter for the purpose of classifying the
dialects.

Chapter 10 presents Chinese character and IPA transcriptions of select
materials of spontaneous discourse for all 31 dialects. Data of this kind were
again not included in the earlier volumes as a matter of principle.
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