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Abstract

The project of Annual Report on Development in the Middle East No. 15 (2012 -
2013) is led by senior research fellow and director-general of the Institute of West-
Asian and African Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Yang Guang as
chairperson and chief-editor. The authors come from the Institute of West-Asian and
African Studies, the research institution affiliated with the Ministry of Commerce and
the Ningxia Academy of Social Sciences. It has 5 parts, namely the general report,
special report, regional situation, market development and documentation. It
includes analysis on the rapid changes of the hot-spot issues of the region, trade of
goods and construction market, the development of investment and finance. It also
surveys the latest research findings of the Chinese academic community about the
Middle East and provides a chronology of the Middle East situation.

Under the theme “Development of Political and Economic Relations between
China and Middle Eastern Countries” , this report discusses in a comprehensive way
the rapid development of relations between China and Middle Eastern countries in the
political and economic fields in the context of changing times and based on the
general foreign relations strategies of China, elaborates the enabling factors and defines
the nature of the relations. Specific chapters and sections focus on China’s position
and policies on a series of hot-spot issues such as Arab-Israeli relations and the peace
process; the issues of Afghanistan, Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Darfur, and Iran’s nuclear
program and the Chinese navy’s participating in the international anti-piracy task
forces patrolling the waters off Somalia and the Gulf of Aden. Separate chapters are
devoted to evolution and analysis of energy ties, trade relations and financial relations
between China and the Middle East. In addition, the report includes two articles
showing the image of China in the eyes of an Iranian expert and how the changes in
the Middle East are perceived by Chinese students.

The report argues that the relations between China and Middle Eastern countries

have witnessed the time of revolution and wars and of peace and development.
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Generally speaking, in the former period, the relations were concentrated on political
field and mutual support in the movements of national liberation laid the foundation
for the nature of strategic cooperation. In the latter period, both sides have seen the
basis and dimensions of their relations expand significantly. In addition to continued
mutual political support, trade and economic cooperation forms a new dimension.
Mutual dependency for energy security, growing economic complementarities and
consensus on a number of global issues have enlarged and consolidated the basis of
strategic cooperation. The establishment of collective dialogue mechanisms such as the
China-Arab States Cooperation Forum and other forums has provided new platforms
for coordination and cooperation. Therefore, the mutual relations enjoy solid
foundation, could stand up to all tests and have a stable and bright future.

The report also analyses the problems and obstacles to the development of mutual
relations and concludes that they do not represent the mainstream of the mutual
relations and could be gradually relaxed and resolved by deepening mutual

understanding and cooperation at political, economic and cultural levels.
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