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Foreword

For us, 101 has always been a magical number.
It was the number of stories in the first Chicken
Soup for the Soul book, and it is the number of
stories and poems we have always aimed for in our
books. We love the number 101 because it signifies
a beginning, not an end. After 100, we start anew
with 101.

We hope that when you finish reading one
of our books, it is only a beginning for you too—a
new outlook on life, a renewed sense of purpose, a
strengthened resolve to deal with an issue that has
been bothering you. Perhaps you will pick up the
phone and share one of the stories with a friend or
a loved one. Perhaps you will turn to your keyboard
and express yourself by writing a Chicken Soup
story of your own, to share with other readers who

are just like you.



This volume contains our best stories and poems for our dynamic
older readers. We share this with you at a very special time for us, the
fifteenth anniversary of our Chicken Soup for the Soul series. When we
published our first book, we never dreamed that we had started what
became a publishing phenomenon, one of the best-selling series of books
in history.

We did not set out to sell more than one hundred million books, or
to publish more than 150 titles. We set out to touch the heart of one
person at a time, hoping that person would in turn touch another person,
and so on down the line. Fifteen years later, we know that it has worked.
Your letters and stories have poured in by the hundreds of thousands,
affirming our life's work, and inspiring us to continue to make a difference
in your lives.

On our fifteenth anniversary, we have new energy, new resolve, and
new dreams. We have recommitted to our goal of providing good stories
or poems, we have refreshed our cover designs and our interior layouts,
and we have grown the Chicken Soup for the Soul team, with new friends
and partners across the country in New England.

We know how it is to cross the magic 60 year mark and feel young
at heart despite a few new wrinkles. We wouldn't trade away a bit of
our wisdom and experience to get rid of all those life markers. We have
earned them! In this new volume, we have selected our 101 best stories
and poems about growing older and wiser from our rich fifteen year
history. The stories that we have chosen will inspire you, teach you, and
make you laugh. After all, there is nothing wrong with a few more smile

lines.
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We hope that you will enjoy reading these stories as much as we
enjoyed selecting them for you, and that you will share them with your
families and friends. We have identified the 35 Chicken Soup for the Soul
books in which the stories originally appeared, in case you would like to
continue reading albout: Tamilies. and senior e among our other books.
We hope you will also enjoy the additional books about families, pets,

sports, and retirement years in “Our 101 Best Stories” series.

UWeth our love, oan thanks, and oun nespect.
Jack Canfictd and MHark Yecton FHancen
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003. The Odyssey
BfEgE
011. The Age of Mystique
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014. Forty Years in the Wilderness
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019. Making the Rest the Best
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027. Surf's Up, Grama
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043. The Postcard
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049. Realize Your Dreams

PR

056. A Matter of Life and Death
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077. A Fragment in Time
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084. Never Say Never
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091. Whoever You Are, | Love You
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103. The Unlikely Best Man
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108. Scenes from a Marriage
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113. Real-Life Fairy Tale
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121. A Change of Heart
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127. Love's Cross-Stitch
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135. A Husband for June Cleaver
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147. Esmerelda’s Song
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157. Matchless Moments
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172. Pay It Forward
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Chapter 4 Across the Generations
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221. No Ordinary Auction
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226. The Dying Light
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235. Reconnecting
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242. Somewhere, Babe Ruth Is Smiling
it - BHHEREMEK
248. Always a Mother
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257. He Was a Hero, Like All Grandfathers
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269. Choosing Life

e Wi

FHBH HFNEIFNEER

277. Awakening
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290. God Has a Plan
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295. First Love



301. Nana's Mysterious Panache
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307. Divorce, of Course
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312. The One Who Got Away

BFFHIARA A

317. Input and Outcome
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324. Ripples of Reflection
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The purpose of life, after all, is to live it, to taste the
experience to the utmost, to reach out eagerly and without fear for
newer and richer experience.

~Eleanor Roosevelt

EENENEIHRIEES, RSEFIORE, BERIRTEYY
AR HEZEERIA.
—SHiE
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Attitudes are contagious. Are yours worth catching?

One frosty Colorado morning, while I sipped
coffee, my husband, John, said, “We need a lifestyle
change. Let’s go cruising.” I listened dumbstruck,
as he continued, “Leslie, what if all our savings and
possessions were in one small briefcase? Imagine
standing on a sidewalk with that briefcase dangling
in your hand; where would you want to go? What
would you do next?”” Not taking him too seriously, I
replied, “I guess I'd go to the beach, sit in a lounge
chair and think about it first!”

John was obviously in the throes of a midlife
crisis, and it was scaring me. In the ensuing weeks,
I noticed his behavior changing. An avid technical
reader, John was now reading things like How to
Survive Without a Salary by Charles Long. My
husband has always been an upbeat person, able to
find new projects to keep himself motivated. Lately,

John had been showing little interest in work and

Chapter 1 Celebrating Life
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