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Abstract

English-Chinese bilingualized dictionaries ( BLDs ) are hugely
popular with tertiary-level Chinese EFL students. However, this type
of dictionary has drawn little attention from dictionary use researchers
in China. The present research aims to investigate the use and usefulness
of BLDs for EFL vocabulary learning under different contexts. It
consists of four independent yet interrelated studies, each of which
focuses on one of the following areas:

1. the general use of BLDs in daily learning settings, including
patterns of BLD use, perceptions and evaluations of BLDs, and BLD
users’ needs;

2. the effectiveness of BLD use for vocabulary learning in text-
length context;

3. the effectiveness of BLD wuse for vocabulary learning in
sentence-length context; and

4. BLD users’ lookup behavior and its impact on vocabulary
learning in CALL context.

In addition to the above-mentioned research topics, the author also
intends to examine the following aspects of BLD use which are
integrated into most of the four studies:

5. the differences between BLDs of different media, i. e. paper
version vs. electronic form in terms of general dictionary use and
dictionary effectiveness for vocabulary learning; and

¥ Dictionary Use and EFL Vocabulary Learning: An Empirical Research l 1
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6. the differences between BLD users at different levels of vocabulary
proficiency in terms of vocabulary learning through dictionary use.

Participants of the research are undergraduate English majors from
several universities in Fujian Province. Different methods were adopted
for different studies.

The first study is a questionnaire survey aiming to find out how
BLDs are usually used in general learning settings, how they are
perceived and evaluated by students, what are the differences between
BLDs of different media, and what are the needs of BLD users. As a
foundation for the whole research, the first study proves the huge
popularity of BLDs and the favorable recognition they have gained. It
also generates some assumptions which form the research hypotheses
for further testing in the subsequent studies of the research.

The second study explores the role of BLD use in EFL vocabulary
learning in reading context. Students engaged in a reading task were
divided into three groups under different reading conditions; with the
aid of a desktop electronic BLD, a print BLD of the same version, or
without access to any dictionary. After the task completion, an unexpected
retention test was conducted requesting the students to recall the meaning
of the target words imbedded in the reading text. A week later, the same
retention test was done again. The study reveals that BLD use can
effectively facilitate vocabulary comprehension and enhance incidental
vocabulary acquisition. There is no significant difference between the
print and the electronic BLDs in their usefulness for vocabulary learning.
In other words, the outcomes of vocabulary learning are not dependent
on the form of BLDs. Nevertheless, the electronic BLD shows some
superiority over the print one in its effectiveness for vocabulary
retention. Students varying on vocabulary proficiency levels and
reading conditions fare differently on incidental vocabulary acquisition.

2 ¥ Dictionary Use and EFL Vocabulary Learning: An Empirical Research l
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The third study involves comparisons between a BLD and two
dictionaries of other types, one bilingual, the other monolingual.
Students were randomly divided into three groups, each using one of the
three above-mentioned dictionaries to complete the tasks about ten target
words, including a definition-selection task, a sentence-translation task
and a sentence-writing task. After the task completion, without advance
notice, they were given retention tests about the target words, including
a form-recognition test, a meaning-recognition test and a meaning-recall
test, the latter two of which were repeated a week later. The study
shows a clear advantage of the BLD for vocabulary task completion
over the other two dictionaries. For vocabulary retention, BLD use
also yields substantially better results of meaning-recall tests and it
proves to be significantly more effective than the bilingual dictionary for
meaning-recognition, although in terms of form recognition, these three
dictionary groups do not differ sharply. The study also indicates that
students using different dictionary types and varying on vocabulary
proficiency levels fare differently on incidental vocabulary acquisition.

The fourth study is concerned with the use of a specially designed
CALL program which includes materials of a reading task and relevant
dictionary information. Ten target words were integrated into the
reading text and could be consulted through button clicks. The
dictionary information was taken from a paper BLD which was familiar
to all participants. Each BLD entry was split into several components,
including phonetic information & word class, L2 definition, LI
translation, L2 definition + L1 translation, example, and derived
words. Students’ clicks on the target words and the entry components
were all registered by log files. After the task completion, the students
were given an unexpected retention test to recall the meaning of the

target words. This experimental study explores the language-oriented
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lookup behavior of BLD users and its impact on vocabulary retention in
CALL context. It is found that students’ overall language preference is
to read both L2 definition and L1 translation in BLD entries; LI
translation is also used by many students and L2 definition is the least
popular lookup option. The BLD proves to be able to cater for a
variety of lookup patterns, among which, the L2 + L1 lookup pattern
leads to’ the best results of vocabulary retention. The study also
manifests that there is no significant relationship between the amount of
dictionary activity and the outcomes of vocabulary learning. Furthermore,
students’ vocabulary proficiency is not strongly associated with their
lookup preference or the amount of dictionary activity, although it is a
strong predictor of vocabulary learning outcomes.

As the first large-scale and systematic investigation into BLD use
in mainland China, the research portrays an interesting and illuminating
picture of dictionary use in EFL learning, particularly in task-based
vocabulary learning. It presents the general use of BLDs in the daily
learning context and reveals the positive role this type of dictionary can
play for vocabulary task completion and incidental vocabulary acquisition
in specific contexts. It also supports the claim that the BLD can cater
for a variety of lookup patterns. In addition, the research throws some
light on the differences between BLDs in the paper and electronic form
and between students at different vocabulary proficiency levels.
Furthermore, some specific problems with dictionary use are also
identified and discussed. The findings of the research are of direct
relevance to EFL vocabulary teaching, dictionary use instruction and

lexicographic practices in China.
Key Words: dictionary use; vocabulary learning; bilingualized
dictionaries; English majors in China
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List of Abbreviations

BD. bilingual dictionary

BLD: Bilingualized dictionary

CALD : Cambridge Advanced learner’ s Dictionary

CALL; Computer-assistant language learning

COBUILD; Collins COBUILD Advanced learner’ s English Dictionary

EBLD: electronic bilingualized dictionary

EFL. English as a foreign language

FormT : form-recognition test

LDOCE : Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

LECDCE ; Longman English-Chinese Dictionary of Contemporary
English

L1. first language

L2. second language; foreign language

MD: monolingual dictionary

MED . Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners

ND: no dictionary

NECD: A New English-Chinese Dictionary (4" edition).

OALD ; Oxford Advanced Learner’ s Dictionary

OALECD ; Oxford Advanced learner’ s English-Chinese Dictionary

PBLD: paper bilingualized dictionary

RT 1. retention test 1

RT 2. retention test 2
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Recall T: meaning-recall test
Recog T: meaning-recognition test
Task 1. definition-selection task
Task 2 sentence-translation task
Task 3. sentence-writing task
TEM: Test for English Majors
VLT Vocabulary Levels Test
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