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Preface

Chinese characters, as the only extant ancient characters in the world, represent the wisdom of the
Chinese nation. Over the last few thousand years, Chinese characters have contributed significantly to the
Chinese civilization and human civilization at large. In modern times, it has helped people resolve the
problem with regard to computer processing of Chinese information, a ground-breaking effort to facilitate
the use of information technology. The new era is in greater need of Chinese characters, which, in turn,
helps to promote the progress in the era. Chinese characters have been evolving morphologically, phoneti-
cally or semantically ever since they were created, with some of the characters dying out and new ones e-
merging all the time. In order to help people understand and use the ever-changing Chinese characters,
we hereby organize experts and scholars to compile the Dictionary of Morphological, Phonetic, Semantic
Evolution of Chinese Characters.

The Dictionary of Morphological, Phonetic, Semantic Evolution of Chinese Characters is a compre-
hensive reference book for Chinese language studies aimed mainly at describing the pronunciation, form
and meaning of Chinese characters. The dictionary is now presented to the public as three volumes,
namely Dictionary of Phonetic Evolution of Chinese Characters, Dictionary of Semantic Evolution of Chi-
nese Characters, Dictionary of Morphological Evolution of Chinese Characters. The combined volume will
be released after revision and solicitation of public opinions.

The government and academic community have attached great importance to the compilation and
publication of this dictionary. During the compilation, it was nominated as the Nationally-Planned Key
Books for several times, and in 2011, it was funded by the National Social Science Fund. The dictionary
is compiled by experts, professors and scholars from over twenty organizations such as Peking University ,
Shanghai Normal University, Jiangsu Normal University, Fujian Normal University, Beijing Normal Uni-
versity , Capital Normal University, Wenzhou Normal University, Zhangzhou Normal College, Hunan Nor-
mal University, Qufu Normal University, Xiaogan University, Shandong University, Henan University,
Northwest University, Sichuan University, Anhui University, Suzhou University, Hubei University, Zhe-
jiang University, People’s Education Press and Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Cao Xianzhai, Qiu

Xigui, Li Xueqin and many other senior experts and leaders have not only kindly provided their support
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and encouragement, but also helped us with the writing and production of this dictionary.

The dictionary contains more than 9000 individual Chinese characters, including 7000 generally uti-
lized characters in modern Chinese. It has drawn on the previous achievements as well as today’s new
findings. The dictionary stresses the popularization and improvement of language usage with its great prac-
tical and academic values. There are two classifications in terms of wording forms, one is inherited char-
acters, and the other is simplified characters. The inherited characters explore the relationship and
change of form and meaning by presenting some representative forms of characters which can reflect the
morphological evolution such as the Oracle bone script, Bronze script, Warring States script, Small Seal
seript and Clerical seript, Cursive script, Running seript, Regular script as well as tremendous amount of
variants. Besides, the morphological evolution of simplified Chinese characters is also illustrated in the
dictionary. In the Dictionary of Phonetic Evolution of Chinese Characters, the entries for inherited charac-
ters are marked with their pronunciations in ancient times, medieval times, modern times, contemporary
age respectively and with pronunciations proposed by major phonologists. IPA transcriptions are also pro-
vided for comparison and research in addition to traditional pronunciation. Dictionary of Semantic Evolu-
tion of Chinese Characters describes and analyzes the meanings of inherited characters in ancient times,
medieval times, modern times, contemporary age respectively. Part of speech is also indicated to help
people gain a better understanding of meanings. In order to keep the veracity of the wording in the exam-
ple, simplified characters have been applied for general explanations and example presentation, tradition-
al characters applied for the rest. The stylistic rules and character-selecting principles are illustrated in
the Guide to the Use of the Dictionary.

We have paid attention to the connection between form, sound and meaning in our work, trying as
much as possible to give an accurate account of their evolution. However, the wide range of information
covered by this dictionary and the broadness of Chinese literature make it difficult for us to collect all the
data, which may lead to some inappropriateness and incorrectness hereinafter, especially concerning the
meaning of some characters. The meanings we manage to present are far from complete. It is not difficult
for us to conclude that a certain meaning exists at a certain time as long as we can get reliable documenta-
ry evidence, but to conclude it does not exist is difficult to be justified. Therefore, your suggestions will
be greatly appreciated. If your suggestions are accepted, your name will be indicated in the revised ver-
sion to show our appreciation.

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to all the staff members, colleagues and friends engaged in
this program for their care and support throughout the compiling process. Special thanks go to the lead-

ers, editors, typists and typesetters in Jiangxi Education Publishing House and Beijing Gaoshengweiye
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Cultural Development Co. , Ltd. Such a comprehensive dictionary with overwhelming amount of phonetic
symbols and characters could not have been accomplished without their cooperation and hard work. We
hope this book can live up to their expectations and make great contributions to the promotion of Chinese

language and characters, to the expansion of the Chinese culture and the revitalization of Chinese nation.

Compiling Committee of Dictionary of Morphological ,

Phonetic, Semantic Evolution of Chinese Characters

(Translated by Liu Xinmiao, proofread by Xu Jiujiu)
Beijing, June 8, 2012
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