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The bell echoes, |
over the banks of Huangpu River,
bringing in the memories of Shanghai in the past.
The classical Huangpu, converging all streams, '
guards the growth of the c.ity.
This fertile land, nurturéd by its histqry and vitality,

thrives with the merging of tradition and modernity.
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The city,

is immersed in a sea of bright lights,

contrasted by white walls, red mansions and tree shadows. %

No matter how late it gets at night,

it's a time to savor fine cuisines,

it's a time to get intoxicated in the dazzling performances.
Shanghai, started its booming at Nanshi —

the old city of Shanghai, and eventually has grown into a
metropolitan city. For appreciation of its classical glamour,

please take a cruise in today's Huangpu.
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If architecture is compared to notes frozen, then the "Hai-schooled" (Shanghai-schooled)
buildings in Shanghai embody the architectural consummation which is enriched with

their diversities and aesthetic appreciations.

If architecture is a kind of carrier to substantiate memories, then the historical buildings

of Shanghai form into a collection of masterpieces of profound significances.

In modern history of China, Shanghai is nothing less than influential, and its heritage
architecture is no doubt an inseparable part of our cultural glories in the past. A city

is venerated for its history, and becomes charismatic for its culture.

The historical Huangpu District, located in the heart of Shanghai, is home to three
historical preservation zones (the Bund, the People's Square, and the old town of
Shanghai), which total more than 140 sites, and include a few national and municipal
historical preservation units. This book, a true account of the heritage architectures,
intends to, by means of images and historical data, present to our readers the urban

history of Shanghai from the perspective of architecture.

Since the mid-19th century, Shanghai experienced a rapid growth thanks to its historical
and geographical advantages, and until the early 20th century, already fell into the ranks
of metropolitan cities. Huangpu District, as the economic, political, and cultural hub
then, became the ideal location for buildings engaged in fields of finance, commerce,
entertainment, religion, residence and different industrial sectors. These high-rises, spanning
from past to present, feature social aspects in different eras and convey significant historical
and humanistic meanings. The oriental charms and brilliant exotic styles mingle here, the
perfect match where east meets west. The old town of Shanghai, Yuyuan Garden, replay
the old scenes south of Yangtze River; "the four big companies', "the four big hotels", denote
the height of extravagant life then; "the architecture expo of the world" on the water
front, becomes the unique identity of Shanghai; here you can be immersed in treasure of
Hai-schooled architectures, and witness the vicissitudes of Shanghai. Now, when strol-
ling at the "wall street in the Fareast" along the Bund, you are sure to be enthralled by
the beauty of the city; when placed in the surrounding area of People's Square, you
would marvel at the skyline of this metropolis; when stepping into the territory of the

old town of Shanghai, you get a genuine taste of local life in Shanghai.

Time elapses, and tide keeps surging on. The preservation of the heritage architecture in
our city has summoned the committed efforts from government and the public. Today, in
compliance with the aim to build Shanghai into an international economic, financial,
trade, shipping hub, Huangpu District will take the construction of "one belt and three
zones" as its core work, pass on cultural heritages, and build a "classical Huangpu",
instilling the city with vitality, historical charms and development momentum. Looking

ahead, we strive for a prosperous future.

Jiang Yaxin
Governer, People's Government of Huangpu District, Shanghai
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