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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born In 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor heaith forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

it was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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CHRAFTER 1

The Doones

-

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
‘What had happened to John Ridd's father?
Who were Annie and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself 1o use & gun? (Because.)

1 LURA BOAAE

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673,

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was sald that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman,

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John ?” 1 asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
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We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses’ heads.
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They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
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All the lands were owned by these two men, and

each received one half of the money got from

them.
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| was only a boy when my father died; but | knew

that my time would come,
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§ THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINY

Introduction

Mark Twain

The writer’s real name was Samuel Clemens. He was born
in Missouri, in the United States of America, in 1835. He
was trained as a printer, but he soon began writing for the
newspapers. He loved travel, and he loved the steamboats that
went up and down the Mississippi River. He spent some time as
a steamboat pilot, and the stories he wrote for the papers were
often about the people of the steamboats and the river banks.
Some of the stories were about real people and places, seen
with an observant eye and told with a love of fun. Some were
fiction, like The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County
(1865).

At about this time, Samuel Clemens began to call himself,
as a writer, “Mark Twain” The words were one of the calls of
the “leadsman” on a river boat. “Mark Twain” meant that the
line with a lead weight on the end showed that the water was
two fathoms (about 3.7 metres) deep, plenty of depth for a
steamboat, even one with a very big paddlewheel to drive it
through the water.

In 1867, Mark Twain went to Europe and the Holy Land
with a large group of American tourists. The letters he wrote,

ooz



pilot
n. JMR: fie
ES

observant

165N - BHIECI

& N

' Bx - iR
| AEEMELWESUR - REIE, 1835 £ H
e EE R RN, IR EIRIEAE,
| R RREF A A RIREIE. 8RR, BKRTE
| BRI AT, 2 T — B R
| IR, AR IER EA SN R
| AR, AR S ARTELSTH M Y
| R, BRFER, PRI A K,
AR, HA R R B R Bk )
| (1865).

adj. WEDH |

o)

paddlewheel
n. K%E

Holy Land
£

| REBERAE, BAERMEER - ]
EHAERR “DE - IR, XANAER T
B WO EZ—, ‘B - kR BEE, K
B RIS - B KRR E (K37 %),
AR R R U R TORE, EENRE
| RERRIREISA R LR B T .

1867 &£, S5 - R — KB EEHE S TRK
INFIZIEERREB0S . B RIS HEBERE—ANY (&

003



I THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINY

collected in a book as The Innocents Abroad, are more about
the tourists themselves than about the places they visited.
America, and later many other countries, laughed joyfully at the
tourists and their opinions and funny adventures. Mark Twain
saw things through his fellow tourists’ eyes and pretended to
think like one of them. For example, about Leonardo da Vinci he
tells us:

They spell it vinci and pronounce it Vinchy, foreigners
always spell better than they pronounce.

Mark Twain’s first novel, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
(1875), is still widely read and enjoyed. Perhaps it is more like a
collection of separate adventures than a modern novel, but the
reader ends by knowing Tom Sawyer and his friends as if they

were real people.

One of Tom Sawyer’s friends is the “hero” of The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn (1884). This story is told as if Huck Finn
were the writer—the boy who “makes” the book—and we see
through Huck’s eyes everything that happens. The adventures
begin in “St Petersburg”, which is really the small town of
Hannibal. Hannibal is now a town of about 19,000 people. It
was much smaller when Samuel Clemens spent his boyhood
there—in this book it is sometimes a “village” and sometimes a
“town”. Huckleberry Finn is described in The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer as “the son of the town’s drunkard. All the mothers of
the town hated and feared Huckleberry because he was lazy,
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| THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

and lawless, and without manners, and bad—and because
their children thought he was wonderful”. In The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn we are to suppose that he is about fourteen
years old.

The Mississippi River

You will find a map on page 175. It does not show the whole
(3,779 kilometres) length of the Mississippi River from Min-
nesota to the sea, but it includes the part that is important in
this book.

Both the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers flow between
banks that are in places heavily forested. At the time of this
story the trees were important in the trade of the area, and
a lot of the wood was floated down the river in rafts—logs or
lengths of sawn wood fastened together to make a flat floating
surface. Raftsmen used long oars to control the raft.

Steamboats, driven by big paddlewheels, first appeared on
the river in 1812, taking the place of the canoes used by earlier
settlers. Travel by river was very important in the opening up
of the United States, especially in the time before the railroads

were built.
Slaves and Slavery
The title page of the first printing of The Adventures of Huckle-

berry Finn in 1884 has on it:

Scene: The Mississippi Valley
Time: Forty to fifty years ago
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