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Abstract

Attributesmean the inherent characters of the objective things and
phenomena which can be cognized by people. Attribute nouns are the
nouns referring to attribute concepts. As an important part of nouns,
attribute nouns have not obtained enough attentions so far. Based on The
Lancaster Corpus of Mandarin Chinese, this paper addresses the
semantic features related to the syntactic structures of 223 attribute
nouns. The main researches of this paper are as follows;

1. This paper constructs a semantic feature system of the attribute
nouns. According to dictionary and corpus, the paper analyzes semantic
frame of the attribute nouns, extracts [ +thing | feature, [ + event ]
feature, [ +relationship ] feature and [ +space | feature from the entity,
extracts [ + property] feature, [ + quantity] feature and [ + content]
feature from the attribute value, and analyzes some subordinate semantic
features. Through this way, the paper constructs a semantic feature
system of the attribute nouns.

2. This paper summarizes the syntactic structures selected by
different semantic features of the attribute nouns. Based on the linguistic
data, the paper summarizes the syntactic structures selected by [ +thing ]
feature, [ +event] feature, [ +relationship ] feature, [ +space] feature,
[ +property | feature, [ + quantity | feature, [ + content] feature and
some subordinate semantic features.

3. This paper investigates restriction rules of the attribute nouns to
their collocation objects from two aspects. One of the aspects is the

semantic restriction. According to special syntactic structures, this paper

1
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investigates the way that semantic features restrict the verbs. These
semantic features include [ +animate | feature, [ —animate] feature, [ +
dynamic ] feature, [ —dynamic ] feature, [ +symmetry] feature and [ +
anti-symmetry | feature. At the same time, this paper analyzes the
semantic restriction patterns and rulers between different semantic
features. Another aspect is the form restriction. Based on the principle
of semantic consistency, this paper investigates the form choice of
semantic features of the attribute nouns to their collocation objects.
These semantic features include [ +thing] feature, [ +event] feature,
[ +relationship | feature, [ +space] feature, [ +property | feature, [ +
quantity | feature, [ +content | feature and some subordinate semantic
features.

4. This paper discusses the effects of semantic features on the
omitting of the attribute nouns. Through analyzing the linguistic data,
this paper discovers that [ + degree-property | feature, [ + measure ]
feature and [ +content ] feature have certain effects on the omitting of the

attribute nouns under particular conditions.

Keywords: Mandarin Chinese, attribute noun, semantic feature
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