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EXTENSIVE READING

Unit 1
Lesson One
Mysteries of the Sea
1 The sea is the largest unknown part of our world, It

covers seventy-one percent of the earth, There is still
much to be discovered about ths vast blanket of water [ 1]
Luckily, no single nation has the task of [earning
all we need to know about the ocean, [2] The world sea is
owned by no one;it surrounds the earth and belongs to
us all, Scientists in many different countries are work-
ing to explain its mysteries,

Some are studying ways of bringing the ocean’s huge
supply of water to the deserts of the world, Others hope
to control the weather by learning more about the ex-
change of heat and moisture between the ocean and the
air, Others are studying the ways in which sound travels
and is affected by water and heat, What happens when
sea water touches different e¢lements is arother subject
of study, These are just a few of the questiorsto which
oceanographers are devoting their energies,[ 3 ]

One of the most interesting projects in oceanography

is the work of mapping the ocean floor, Only a



very small part of it has been mapped, This was not
important when only surface ships sailed the world’s o-
ceans, But it can mean the difference between life and
death to men in submarines,[ 4 ]

Leng ago there was only one way to find out how deep
the ocean was, A seaman could throw a weighted
rope over the side of his ship, Then he pulled the rope
up after it had reached the bottom, But this was not a
very exact way of measuring,

In the twentieth century a better way was found, Sound
was used to measure the ocean, An American Navy
ship sailed into a narrow strip of water to conduct an
experiment, Seamren dropped a number of devices that
would burst with a loud noise when they hit the bottom,
And a little instrument that had been invented measured
the time it took for the sound to reachtheship, [5 ]
This has helped oceanographers map the ocean floor,

Underwater photography is also important in mapping
parts of the ocean floor, With the new methods that have
been perfected, cameras can take pictures of the under-
water valleys, even in color,

If the waters of the ocean could be moved away, the
sea floor with its wide valleys, uneven mountains and
submarine rivers would be an unbelievable sight, Around
the edges of the continents the ocean floor is flat and
the water does not become much deeper for about thirty
miles, Where there are high young mountains along the
coast, this {lat part may be much less than thirty miles,

But where rivers flow into the sea, the flat area may

2



extend for hundreds of miles,

9 The region near the continents, where the water
is not so deep,is the place where the ocean’s greatest ri-
ches in marine life are found, Below these living creatures
and plants are the largest known quantities of minerals®

10 At the end of the flat part the sea floor suddenly drops
down, forming deep hollows which are shaped like
bowls, These huge hollows hold most of the world’s
water,

11 Imagine, if you can, a moutain chain stretching 40,000
miles around the earth, It is hard to believe that this
great underwater chain of mountains encircling the
earth was discovered only a few years ago,

12 In 1964 huge valleys that cut into the ocean floor
were mapped for the first time, Near the Scripps Institu-
tion of Oceanography in California, [ 6 ] Jacques Yves
Cousteau went down to study these underwater valleys, By
examining the colors and shapes of the walls of such

valleys scientists hope to discover how they were made,

From “ 4 Reading Spectrum”
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6, the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in California. JuH#f

3R it e 22 e

Reading Comprehension

I, Multiple Choice

1, The world sea surrounds the earth and covers——,
A, thirty percent of it
B. a quarter of it
C. half of it
D. almost three quarters of it
2, Oceanographers who have made maps of the ocean floors
have mapped ‘
A, ounly a small part of it
B. almost half of it
C, seventy-ome percent of it
D, alomst one-third of it
3, In the twentieth century
A. a weighted rope was used to measure the ocean
B. people began to use sound to measure the ocean
C. a little instrument was used to measure the ocean
D. under water photography was used to measure the oceen

4, The ocean’s greatest riches in marine life can be found



in the huge hollows at the end of the flat part

around a mountain chain under the water

s
2
.

in the region near the contiments where the Vv =tar js not

O w

very deep
D. in a huge valley that cuts into the ocean floor
The ocean floor is flat .
A. in the middle of the ocean
B. around the edges of the continents
C. about thirty miles off each coast
D. about hundreds of miles off the coast

I, True or False

Scientists in different countries are studying the sea, which
belongs to only one country,

Long ago the only way to know the depth of the sea was
the use of a weighted rope.

Underwater photography was found to be a better way to
map the ocean floor in the 20th century,

There are not any mountains under the sea.

Where rivers flow into the sea, the ocean floor is flat and

stretches hundreds of miles,
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Lesson Tweo

Learning by Doing

In the Urited States a university professor is grant-
ed [1] a ifew months of freedom from his duties appro-
ximately every seventh year for travel or advanced study,
This period of freedom from teaching is called a “sabba-
tical leave” [ 2 ] Its purpose is to give the professor ex-
periences which will make him a wiser person and a
better teacher when he returns to his university,

Few sabhatical leaves are interesting enough to be des-
cribed in  national newspapers and magazines,
Recently,however, there was an exception, The public
learned how Dr,John R, Coleman, president of Haver-
ford College, had spent his sabbatical leave,

At the age of 51 Dr, Coleman was determined to
escape {rom university life for a few months and to get
a variety of experiences in the world of work, He espe-
cially wanted to learn about people, People who do hard
physical labor were particularly interesting to him,

4] wanted to get away Ifrom the world of words

[ 3 J and politics and parties—the things a president
does,” Dr, Coleman later explained to reporters, “As a
college president you begin totake yourself very serious-
Iy [ 47 ard to think you have power you don’t. You
forget things about people,I wanted to relearn things I/d
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