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What actually is a diagram? A diogram as per its simple general
definition is a graphical, but an abstract visual representation of
information, it can be a sketch or a drawing that explains how
something works or that relates to the relationship between parts
within a bigger con text.Diagrams are used to convey essential
meanings — at the same time they are visually simplifying
complex relations.

A classical way for architects to explain their ideas to clients
or non-architects has always been the use of drawings and
physical models. Unfortunately nowadays more and more
3D renderings are replacing physical models, 3D-animations
are imitating reality.

The diagram, however, remained a commonly used
instrument to explain concepts, no matter if they were of
urban, architectural, interior or purely functional origin.

Diagrams help the architect to proof his design idea and its
feasibility. It helps him to communicate the deeper meaning
of a concept to non-professionals.

The diagram therefore is a key feature in conveying design
information; it functions like a roadmap through a maze. —
Design is about communication, the diagram is the fool fo
communicate the design! The collection of diagrammatic
sketches and approaches in this book underlines the
importance of this kind of visual explanation for every
architectural project.

All of the displayed diagrams target to not only function
as a tool for conveying information but at the same time
frigger interest and the urge of knowing more about the
complex story behind an urban context, a building design, a
functional order or circulation route.

The book displays visually appealing information that we
want to absorb and expose ourselves to in order to learn
more and to access more complex contexts in the future.

Binke Lenhardt
partner crossboundaries architects
(franslation by Hao Dong)
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The National Maritime Museum combines all aspects of the maritime
world, from aquarium tfo sailing to education, combining a series
of unique visitor experiences under one roof. The building takes full
advantage of the adjacent lake by pulling in and creating a raised
exterior marina exhibition that showcase new and old maritime
vessels alike.

The building design evolves around the idea of the “Big Sail”,
implementing a large, inhabitable, roof that unites all the museum
program while creating large undulating skylights and opening up
towards the lake that sits directly fo the North of the site. The "Big Sail”
covers the main exhibition program of the museum, which sits as a

collection of wooden exhibition volumes undemeath mimicking the

look building style of old fishing villages around the world.
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