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At the mere mention of Sanmao, a figure well known to several generations would come to our minds:
a young boy’s bony build supporting a huge head, with only three hairs on it. Wandering the world, he
experiences its coldness and its warmth, undergoes grief and happiness, and endures a vortex of wars and
hardship. He laughs heartily and curses bitterly; he hates and loves enthusiastically; he expresses himself
openly and passionately. Sanmao’s attitude towards life is tolerant, optimistic, and magnanimous, which
makes him seemingly ageless for the span of several generations. He never changes, forever coming

across as a mischievous kid.

It has been over 70 years since Zhang Leping gave birth to Sanmao and this China-born boy is now
known by the whole world. However, there is no Sanmao cartoon that has been translated into English
yet. What a shame for the world! This color cartoon book in both Chinese and English could help Sanmao,

who is still wandering, enter the opening doors of a still wider world.

The merit of a bilingual cartoon lies in that it can attract Chinese reader to learn English and at the same
time, make foreign reader more interested in learning Chinese, which will facilitate communication and
build a mutual and abiding relationship.

Sanmao belongs to the whole world; therefore, we need to open doors around the world to welcome
him in.
Zhao Ju
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The War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression (1937-1945) broke out, and
Sanmao was eager to sign up for the
military services. However, he was too
young to enlist in the army. An idea
occurred to him. By walking on stilts and
wearing a pair of long pants and a hat, he
looked just like an adult. This time, the
recruiting officer didn’t recognize the boy
and accepted him as a soldier.
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resistance n.{ik4i
aggression n.{2#%
enlist v.7E5, fiEH
occur V.4 A5

stilt n. (%) @k
recruiting adj.fif 35 # 11




To his disappointment, Sanmao served as
an orderly for his company commander.
His work was to take care of the man’s
family. When they went out, Sanmao had
to hold shopping bags for his officer’s
wife and carry their son on his back.
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orderly n.#j% i
company n.i% A

commander n. 5




Before long, Sanmao was transferred to
the company. Day after day he made his
bed very neatly. One day, however, his
bed was all messed up because two elder
soldiers had been chatting and eating
food on it when he was out. The poor boy
was severely scolded by his officer.
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transfer v.4:#

mess up F{HALL/VR, fERY
chat vl K

severely adv./" ;i

scold v.5i %
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There were quite a few rules in the
army, and Sanmao tried to follow those
senior soldiers so as not to make any
mistakes. One day, he met an officer on
his way to drilling and bowed to him,
but unfortunately bumped against his
big fat belly.
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senior adj. {1, EHRH
drilling n.ill %, 4

bow v.#5, @I

bump v.filf, i




Every soldier got a pair of straw sandals,
including Sanmao. So excited, he tried
the shoes on, but found that they were as
big as two boats for his small feet. So he
put the sandals in a direction vertical to
his feet, put his feet in, tied the toe and
the heel of each sandal together with a
string, and wound the two strings around
his legs, just like wrapping a pyramid-
shaped dumpling. It’s done. Sanmao was
walking in front of other soldiers proudly.
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straw sandal #i#E

vertical adj. 11

wind v.gize, 1, 8 Gk
wound, il J:4rislwound)
pyramid-shaped dumpling % 1




On the wall hung a leather belt. Sanmao
took it down and wore it around his
waist. However, the belt was too long for
him. The boy hit upon an idea. He got a
wastepaper basket, cut off the bottom,
and fixed the basket onto his body. Then
he wore his uniform, with the belt around
his waist. It worked! Other soldiers found
it strange: How could the little Sanmao
turn into a fat man overnight?

w CHEER B, ZBIBERT
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fix V{5, ke

uniform n. ik, %R




The company commander asked Sanmao
to polish the leather boots for him.
Sanmao took away the boots and the shoe
polish to start working. The officer waited
for a long time, but Sanmao didn’t return.
Finally, he found the naughty boy by the
river. Wearing the leather boots, Sanmao
was trying to catch frogs in the river!
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polish n.#% il
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Sanmao didn’t like wearing army cap —EAEREENE, AT
because it flattened his three hairs. So, he AL 1) =R L R . T2ty
cut a hole in the cap to let his three hairs R4S 7, FE LS, =Mk &
out. However, the company commander HESNET. BRETHEMT, B

soon found it and scolded the boy

TRACIE T, LA I TR A0,

severely. He ordered Sanmao to wear . . )
X E RS2 ]

another cap, and this time, it was a steel
helmet!

flatten v.ffi----- 27, FEF
helmet n.3k#, %
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A soldier brought back a fish and some
vegetables to try to cook dinner for
Sanmao and himself. There was no
cooking pot, so Sanmao suggested using
his helmet as a substitute. The two were
excited at this idea and began to cook
their dinner. Suddenly, the bugler sounded
an emergency rally. Sanmao hurriedly put
his helmet on after pouring out the fish
soup just cooked. Not knowing that the
helmet could be very hot, the poor boy
was scalded.

— 44 b S [l ok — SR — 2t
HH, BA=EMbE CHmmE.
RNEA R, = BRIk TR
B, MABREX, FhHERE. B
W, REEASWT, —BERLH
rvfaip s, B bW, RN
HWRRET, —B{LHCEHGT .

substitute n. U4, AU &L
bugler n.5F, %%
rally n. () EH
emergency rally % &t
scald v.iZ{}



A mess cook gave Sanmao a brush and
asked him to clean the cooking pot. The
pot was very large and deep, so Sanmao
jumped into it to clean the bottom. The
mess cook came back only to find that
Sanmao was in the cooking pot seeming
to take a break. Angrily. he grabbed the

boy’s three hairs and pulled him out of

the pot.
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Sanmao tried to pick a piece of fruit from
a tree, but was stopped by a boy who
was passing by. Sanmao got angry and
showed the boy his military uniform. The
boy was frightened by Sanmao’s identity,
and picked the fruit for him.

—EREN LR T, ki
HINE ZHIIET o B NG %
=BT LR, SR T RmmER,
NBEH—B=BRLEN, FHE
98, HEM TR TEL=EE,

identity n. %}




Sanmao was caught in a downpour as THT, =EB&AWS, Bk

he forgot to take an umbrella, and was TN, MR ZEER T ETHNE
soon soaked through. He went back to BOTESHITT. B E=FEAREH
his barracks, changed a clean uniform —ABESMEEWET, SER
and walked out with an umbrella. WG4, H O T %75

Unfortunately, on the way, he was called
by an officer who didn’t take an umbrella.
Sanmao had to hold the umbrella for the
officer while he himself was all wet again!

downpour n. {8 % R
soak v.{fi¥li%E
barrack n. %
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Sanmao was squatting to eat his meal.
However, flies were flying around. He got
the insecticide and sprayed it at the flies.
It worked. The flies either died or flew
away. The boy continued enjoying his
meal. forgetting that it was contaminated
by the insecticide. Soon he fainted away
like the flies.

=BT Eiz iR, Rk E
), EEHEEARGE . =B AR
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insecticide n.;% 7|
spray V.BE, g
contaminate v./F it G, 154
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