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Certain newspapers have been very persistent in looking for my answer to Mr.
Churchill’s recent broadcast. I know the kind of answer I am expected to make...

I know the reply I would have given a quarter of a century ago. But I have
deliberately decided that that is not the reply I shall make tonight. I shall strive not
to be guilty of adding any fuel to the flames of hatred or passion which, if continued
to be fed, promise to burn up whatever is left by the war of decent human feeling in
Europe.

Allowances can be made for Mr. Churchill’s statement, however unworthy, in
the first flush of his victory. No such excuse could be found for me in this quieter
atmosphere. There are, however some things which it is my duty to say...

Mr. Churchill makes it clear that, in certain circumstances, he would have
violated our neutrality and that he would justify his actions by Britain’s necessity. It
seems strange to me that Mr. Churchill does not see that this, if accepted, would mean
Britain’s necessity would become a moral code and that when this necessity became
sufficiently great, other people’s rights were not to count.

It is quite true that other great powers believe in this same code —in their own
regard —and have behaved in accordance with it. That is precisely why we have the
disastrous succession of wars—World War no. 1 and World War no. 2—and shall it be
World War no. 3?

Surely Mr. Churchill must see that, if his contention be admitted in our regard, a
like justification can be framed for similar acts of aggression elsewhere and no small

nation adjoining a great power could ever hope to be permitted to go its own way in



RS- 18- FLEHL

Eamon de Valera

peace.

It is, indeed, fortunate that Britain’s necessity did not reach the point when
Mr. Churchill would have acted. All credit to him that he successfully resisted the
temptation...It is, indeed, hard for the strong to be just to the weak, but acting justly
always has its rewards.

By resisting his temptation in this instance, Mr. Churchill, instead of adding
another horrid chapter to the already bloodstained record of the relations between
England and this country, has advanced the cause of international morality...

That Mr. Churchill should be irritated when our neutrality stood in the way of
what he thought he vitally needed, I understand, but that he or any thinking person
in Britain or elsewhere should fail to see the reason for our neutrality, I find it hard to
conceive.

I would like to put a hypothetical question...Suppose Germany had won the war,
had invaded and occupied England, and that after a long lapse of time and many
bitter struggles, she was finally brought to acquiesce in admitting England’s right to
freedom, and let England go, but not the whole of England, all but, let us say, the six
southern counties.

These six southern counties, those, let us suppose, commanding the entrance
to the narrow seas, Germany had singled out and insisted on holding herself with
a view to weakening England as a whole and maintaining the security of her own
communications through the Straits of Dover.

Let us suppose, further, that after all this had happened Germany was engaged in
a great war in which she could show that she was on the side of freedom of a number

of small nations. Would Mr. Churchill as an Englishman who believed that his own
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nation had as good a right to freedom as any other—not freedom for a part merely, but
freedom for the whole—would he, whilst Germany still maintained the partition of his
country and occupied six counties of it, would he lead this partitioned England to join
with Germany in a crusade? I do not think Mr. Churchill would.

Would he think the people of partitioned England an object of shame if they
stood neutral in such circumstances? I do not think Mr. Churchill would.

Mr. Churchill is proud of Britain’s stand alone, after France had fallen and
before America entered the War. Could he not find in his heart the generosity to
acknowledge that there is a small nation that stood alone, not for one year or two,
but for several hundred years against aggression; that endured spoliations, famines,
massacres in endless succession; that was clubbed many times into insensibility, but
that each time on returning consciousness, took up the fight anew; a small nation that
could never be got to accept defeat and has never surrendered her soul?

Mr. Churchill is justly proud of his nation’s perseverance against heavy odds. But
we in this island are still prouder of our people’s perseverance for freedom through
all the centuries. We of our time have played our part in that perseverance, and we
have pledged ourselves to the dead generations who have preserved intact for us this
glorious heritage, that we too will strive to be faithful to the end, and pass on this
tradition unblemished.

Many a time in the past there appeared little hope except that hope to which Mr.
Churchill referred, that by standing fast a time would come when, to quote his own
words, ‘the tyrant would make some ghastly mistake which would alter the whole
balance of the struggle.’

I sincerely trust, however, that it is not thus our ultimate unity and freedom will



