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€ SHOULD WE BLOW UP THE MOON?

Should We Blow
Up the Moon?

B A ost people like the moon just
1 W Uthe way it is. They write poems
about it. They sing love songs to it.

They hold hands under it. But Alexander

Abian has a scheme that would change - g e (g

: American flag that the Apollo 11 :
“landing crew placed on the moon :
Abian is a mathematics professor at :ir July 1969. If you're set on
“visiting the moon, perhaps you'd :

lowa State University. He has a bold  better hurry. If Professor Alexander :
- Abian has his way, the moon won’t
- be around much longer. :

all that. He wants to blow up the moon!
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WEIRD SCIENCE

plan. First he wants to send some astronauts to the moon. They
would drill a huge hole in the moon’s surface. Into this hole they
would tuck some nuclear bombs. After the astronauts are safely out
of the way, someone back on Earth would push a remote control
button. One second later, the moon would be blown to bits.

Why does Abian want to do this? He thinks it would improve the
earth’s weather. With the moon out of the way, he says, there would
be no more b/izzards in the Rocky Mountains. There would be no
killer typhoons in Asia. Summer heat waves in New York City would
end. So, too, would droughts in Africa. Not only would bad things
end, but good things would start. According to Abian, the deserts
and arctic regions would bloom. After we blow up the moon, says

the professor, we would have pleasant weather all year long.

BHRE—LEFMRANBRLESE, EARRE LG EKB’LH @I%—
LBRFEMHE. EXEFMRALEBFZG, QHBRNEDPASET
—MNniEiRhiRdH. —PEE, BIKMESBIENEH .
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EEBEEEN. ZUBRE, AFHEAKRZE, BNMEZE2EN
BXRFo

bomb n, Y blizzard n. BRE
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4 SHOULD WE BLOW UP THE MOON?

What does the moon have to do with snowstorms in Denver or
floods in Bangladesh? Plenty, says Abian. The moon’s gravity pulls
on the earth. That tug keeps the earth tilted at a 23%-degree angle.
And that’s the problem. It is this 7/ that gives us our seasons. The
side of the earth tilted toward the sun has summer and sweltering
weather. The side tilted away from the sun has winter and chilling
cold.

Now suppose we blow up the moon. According to Abian, the
earth would then lose its 23%-degree tilt. The amount of sunlight
would no longer change with the seasons. It would be the same all
year long. “Perpetual spring!” promises Abian.

So why haven’t we blown up the moon? Most people like having

it around. More than a dozen countries like it so much they have put

BL, BRSABNERXNSHRZNABOVHBEKRIXBHLEXR
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4 SHOULD WE BLOW UP THE MOON?

Why, he asks, do we have to accept the solar system the way it is?
Why can’t we move things around? Abian has some other ideas
as well. He would like to change the orbif of Venus. It’s too close to
the sun, he says. Temperatures on Venus are a toasty 900°F. Abian
thinks we should move Venus away from the sun. That would cool
the planet and perhaps make it fit for human life. How does Abian
recommend we move Venus? “We can shoot it with rockers,” he
suggests.

No one is holding his or her breath waiting for these things to
happen. Even Abian knows that other scientists think his ideas are
a bit strange. “l don’t think [anything will happen] in my lifetime or in

my children’s lifetime,” he says. “But | want to plant the seed.”
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WEIRD SCIENCE

The Mysterious
life of Twins

b 1o ke

Jim Lewis was an identical
twin. But he hadn’t seen his

brother since birth. The two boys

were adopted by different families.
They knew nothing about each other.

Yet when they were brought together —  Scientists have been exploring |
- the relationship between twins for

in 1979 after 39 years, something  : many years. They have studied :
i pairs of twins who grew up :
spooky seemed to be going on. For  together and other pairs who were
. separated at birth. They have come :
one thing, both boys had been named - up with some remarkable findings. :
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WEIRD SCIENCE

grew up together. They saw the same people. They learned to like
the same things. But that is not the case with the “Jim” twins. They
did not grow up together. They knew nothing about each other when
they bought cars, named their sons, and picked out beaches.

In the 1980s a man named Thomas J. Bouchard, Jr., took a closer
look at twins. He found other sets of identical twins who had lived
apart since birth. Among them were Daphne Goodship and Barbara
Hebert. Like the “Jim” twins, these women had not seen each
other for 39 years. Bouchard arranged for them to meet in London,
England. At that meeting, Daphne and Barbara showed up wearing
the same kind of clothes! Both had chosen a light brown dress and
brown velver jacket.

As the two women compared notes, they found they were alike

in many ways. Both had the weird habit of pushing up their noses.

A, WNHIEEREHS. BANSEAREIE. 128 —
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WEIRD SCIENCE

would have guessed. None of them had been in touch with his or her
twin growing up. So what led them to make so many of the same
choices in life? Some people think twins can communicate with
each other in mysterious ways. Ron and Rod Fuller are identical twins
from Dallas, Texas. They say each can tell when the other one is in
trouble. Explains Rod, “There is a certain bond that we have for one
another that | think all twins have.”

Other twins agree. Andreina and Andreini McPherson grew up
in Chino Hills, California. They say they, too, can each tell how the
other is feeling. In fact, they claim, they can feel each other’s pain.
When one of them is hurt, the other one can feel the injury.

If that is true, then maybe twins raised apart can also
communicate in special ways. Did the twins from Bouchard’s study

send each other messages for years without knowing it? Perhaps.

KT R MBS RT R BEAZILNEEETPIELES
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€ THE MYSTERIOUS LIFE OF TWINS

But it may be that the answer lies in the genes, after all. In 1988 Dr.
David Teplica began to study twins. He took pictures of six thousand
pairs of identical twins. He found some amazing things. These twins
had freckles in the same spots. They got gray hairs at the same time
and in the same places on their heads. Their faces got the same
wrinkles. They even got pimples on their noses on exactly the same
day! To Dr. Teplica, there was just one way to explain all this. Genes
had to be controlling these events.

It’s hard to believe we are born with genes that control when and
where we get pimples. But that may be the case. Thomas Bouchard
says his work also points to the power of genes. He believes genes
explain many of the “coincidences” among the twins he studied. So
who knows? Maybe there really is a gene that tells us what kind of

car to buy.

TELEFIBH IR th45600033EINNAACID TR, R 3 — LR
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WEIRD SCIENCE

3

Is the Earth Alive?

Imagine drilling a hole eight

miles deep. That’s what Arthur j _ g
Conan Doyle described in his ,jk
short story titled “When the World <
Screamed.” In Doyle’s story, drilling ........... }

How can we tell that something is ‘{
that hole turned out to be a bad *alive? It reacts to its surroundings, :
- and if it senses danger it runs away or -
" defends itself. It responds to food and :
- light. It does what it can to keep itself :
- alive. Can Earth itself be classified as a

pain - living being? Some scientists think so.

idea. As the hole got deeper and

deeper, the earth began to /ow/ in

BR—T, #HMGE—T8RERNE. BELE - [GrIEREMRS
KR/ NE CHHIRTESU) PATEIREY. EARERNESBP, A ME
ZREFXHATREER. EEUWISHR, hIXEFISREISSTR.
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WEIRD SCIENCE

anything as large and apparently [dead] as the Earth is alive.” Yet
that’s how Lovelock sees it. And he’s not the first one to look at
things this way. A German scientist named Gustav Fechner (1801-
1887) thought everything was alive.

Fechner believed that all planets have a life of their own. In fact,
he claimed, a p/anet is a higher form of life than you and |. As proof,
Fechner noted that the earth doesn’t have arms and legs. Why?
According to Fechner, the earth doesn’t need them. The planet Earth
already has everything it desires. Human beings, on the other hand,
are not born with everything they need. They must find ways to feed
and shelter themselves. So they have had to develop arms and legs

in order to do that.

B, OFGHXYE S (MIREFENFER) o AIKBRIE, RIGFRESEAE
BEEMIKIFEXBRBEBERNBYRENEIEZEE, AMABLER
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@ IS THE EARTH ALIVE?

Fechner’s weird view didn’t catch on during his lifetime. Other
scientists simply ignored him. They went on thinking of the earth
as a mixture of /ava, rocks, water, soil, and plants. To be sure, these
scientists said, the earth is a wonderful place. But it is not “alive” in
any true sense of the word. ;

Then along came Lovelock. His bold views caught many people’s
attention. Even some scientists became interested in Gaia. Lovelock
says Gaia is based on one key principle. It is this: Living things
and the earth have a direct effect on each other. At first, that might
not sound like a shocking idea. After all, it is clear that the earth
affects life. There is no argument here. People who live in the cold

mountains do things one way. Those who live in the warm fropics do
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