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Abstract

Europe was a commodity society due to the wide application of steam
engine and frequent information exchange frequently in 19th century. As
the most advanced transport and media contacts, inventions and applica-
tions of railways, steamships, letters, telegrams and, newspapers, con-
nected the people all over the world by narrowing the geographical space of
the world market, shortening the circulation of commodities, improving the
conditions of the transmission of information as well as, expanding peoples
communication space.

In considering the frequent transmission of information activities, Ma-
rx and Engels in their early years deeply felt the changes of time and space
in traffic brought about by technological revolution. They also sighed with
emotion that the new citizens of the world will not be able to understand
how small our world used to be, and furthered their reflection from theoret-
ical perspective.

Discourse concerning the dissemination concept of space — time scat-
tered among many writings of Marx and Engels. Therefore, the thesis col-
lected the original data by reading Marx and Engels”writings, letters, notes
and relevant geographical and historical materials so as, to trace its ideo-
logical origins, historical connotations, later development . as well as ex-

plore its profound significance in the context of age of new media. The the-



sis does not attempt to discuss relevant concepts or academic disputes. |,
Instead, it is aimed to tease out a systematic research framework in order
to offer comprehensive understandings of Marx and Engels’ Idea on com-
munication time and space.

On the basis of adding and restoring relevant materials and 300 thou-
sand words of notes, the thesis locates itself on the center of " the eradi-
cation of the space time" , namely people’ s ability to overcome the dis-
tance of distant space with the help of fast information and the development
of communication technology. Thus, people all around the world reached
the state of virtual neighbors. Moving around this axis, the thesis tries to
make the following arguments

Firstly, the thesis reviews and reflects on the space — time thought of
Kant, Hegel, Aristotle and, Epicurus to, roughly sketch out the original i-
deas of Marx and Engels on the concept of time and space. On this basis,
it explains the connotation, relationship of time and space as well as elimi-
nating space with time concept in the mature period of Marx and Engels’
s thoughts.

Secondly, the thesis specifically depicts the major development of the
modern association in the 19th century, including European railways,
ships, telegrams, newspapers and other media as well as focuses on time
- and space changes brought about by the development of media technolo-
gy. As material basis of “eliminating space with time”, these exchange

mediums have formed a “invisible knot” all around the world, and con-
nected people together in its true sense by overcoming the spatial distance
wtih fast information dissemination, which is of great significance to peo-

ple’ s concepts of time — space and mode of communication.

In all, the thesis serves as a history of ideas of Marx and Engels’ s



time — space concept. Basically it sorts out the connotations and develop-
ment arteries of Marx and Engels’ time — space concept in the context of
industrial and traffic revolution in the 20th century by textual examination

of mass original literature.

Key words: Marx and Engels, the Exchanges Medium, Idea on com-

munication time and space, the History of Ideas
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