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FOREWORD

I met Yonghong 5 or 6 years ago when he was studying for a masters degree in
Law at Liverpool University and I was sitting as a District Judge at the civil and
family courts in Liverpool. Yonghong knew he had only a limited period in
England and he was determined to use that opportunity to learn as much as he
possibly could about the British legal system and the British and European way of
life. This included (amongst many, many other things) his sitting with myself

and other judges in Liverpool seeing and hearing how court cases were conducted.

Yonghong was interested not only in the legal principles applied by English courts
but also in how law was practised. This included matters such as how court cases were
prepared; the role that lawyers and other professionals played; the relationship between
the judiciary and the courts administrators; the cost (often very high) of bringing
and defending legal proceedings; the methods of enforcing judgments made by the
court. I was aware that some of the British ways of doing things came as a
surprise to Yonghong but it was also the case that some of the problems were

very similar to those he encountered himself as a Judge in Shanghai.

It never ceased to amaze me how quickly Yonghong was able to assimilate ,
understand and comment upon very complicated and technical legal matters which
were being taught to him in English. His achievements reflected not only his
abilities but also the immense hard work that he put into his stay in England.
Because Yonghong’s book is written in Chinese I have been unable to provide him
with any useful assistance but, in any event, I soon realised that Yonghong had

learned more than about British enforcement law than I knew!

’

It has been delightful for me to get to know and become a friend of Yonghong
and i enjoyed enormously being able to meet up with him again in the stunning
city of Shanghai. 1 sincerely hope that we can remain in touch despite our living
so far apart. The world is becoming a smaller place and it is so important that
people from different nations understand and learn from one another. I am sure

that Yonghong’s book can only help to improve that understanding.

GERARD FITZGERALD
December 2013
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F—r sRbATE

F—T BHHPITHSXRESE

SRl AT (enforcement) , UL BEAE TR R 1 B R AN T8 <P SN, 5008
TSI K A 5GA B S TR I A1 T 8 (action) . M 2003 4E 3 [ B v K B
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@ The lord Chancellor's Department, White Paper, Effective Enforcement: Improved methods for recovery
for civil court debt and commercial rent and a single regulatory regime for warrant enforcement agents,
March 2003, available from www. dca. gov. uk/enforcement/wp/, (accessed: 3. 7. 2013).




