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Preface

Human beings, come from nature, and ultimately return to nature. Even the hardest
body part - teeth, bones, will melt back to nature and cease to existing after thousands
or tens of thousands years. Therefore, there has been many missing on the evolutionary

chain so far, physical evidence could not be found when we explore human evolution.

However, human beings seem to be infected with some kind of “unclean” since they
are driven from the Garden of Eden. Something handled by peoples’ unclean hand can
no longer return to nature and it’s been refused to accept. Thus, bricks and tiles of Qin
Han Dynasty, porcelain of Tang Dynasty and Song Dynasty, pottery of Banpo people
being used provide the evidence for today’s archaeological researches. While as to

nature, these researching objects are just unacceptable waste.

It will come to the end one day. People need to embark on Noah’s Ark and construct
new homes if they consume nature-given resources excessively and discharge a large
number of wastes that hardly digest. Human beings finally realize that they must
change the existing production mode and consumption patterns, that is why we have
the concept of “sustainable development” .

It seems that human beings’ consumption patterns lead to a corresponding mode of
production if rules of the market economy are totally followed. However, the
relationship is not that simple in a strong government society, the production mode and
consumption patterns will depend on government’s decisions. For example, the last few
days of 2010, a private car buying climax occurs in Beijing. It is said that even those
vehicles still on production — line are pre-ordered, because the government issued a
new policy of distribution of license plate by “shake rationing” which is implemented
from January 1, 2011. Around recent Chinese New Year’s, fog is coming back again,

consumption of fireworks re-revival after a while of quietness, because the government
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withdrew “fireworks banning” policy which is promulgated a few years ago, and so
on. Government acts stronger, the policies they promulgated are more effective and
immediate. However, the long term effects with depth are waiting for the time to test.
Policy would inevitably have its weakness, in general, it’s difficult to match rules of
natural Cor social) exactly perfect for policy itself. Therefore, constantly follow-up
policies are always needed, to supplement the former policies. So the situation will get

increasingly complex and unexpected consequences will be along with.

The following set of scenes is completely fictitious. But the name of a male and a
female (two interlocutors) are well-founded, and can be found in Chinese oldest

character- Oracle.

On a planet that is much more distant than Mars, two persons of “descendants of the
Dragon” are exploring by remote sensing routinely. They are authentic “descendants
of the Dragon” with black straight hair and yellow skin. There are conclusive records
on the history. Then, as Chinese national common ancestors the yellow emperor
Xuanyuan ascend to heaven by riding dragon, there was a small group of people, same
members from each sex, clung to the dragon’s tail, left the earth with ancestors. After
that, they are scattered to different planets, bred and became local mainly residents by
virtue of Chinese nation-specific fertility.

WuDing: It seems that our native country has undergone great changes. A while ago, a
foreign woman says that spring there is quiet, the current information shows
it’s not only silent in spring but three left seasons are the same. What has
happened?

FuHao: We need to report it to the superior in hurry. It is better to go directly to the
local place for a field trip.

They take the latest high-iron tank/hatch to the Earth after being approved by the
leadership.

FuHao: Is something wrong with navigator? I remember our ancestors said when
they left by grabbing Dragon’s tail, looking back from the air, home is a blue
ball, now this is a black one, we go wrong?
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WuDing: The navigation is absolutely correct. According to the geography textbooks.,
the surface area of the ball within home is 70% water. Our ancestors have
the poems describing the water as rippling blue waves, that’s why they said
it’s a blue ball. If now converted to black water, it should be a black ball.

The hatch is landing to the ground. WuDing does not inform FuHao, and opens the
hatch directly.

FuHao: (intense coughing and sneezing) It’s almost suffocated me since you open the
hatch when I’m not wearing a mask yet. I may suffer from long-term rhinitis
inevitably. Make a quick test, see the components of the air blowing in and

what poison we got.

WuDing: (rapid test results), carbon dioxide is extremely excessive, serious excess of
methane and too much sulfide.

Getting down to the ground.

FuHao: Finally we are back again. A small step we took is really a big one in the
history. But what is this place? And what are we stepping on?

WuDing: It should be a super-large city. According to the latest statistics of household
survey, there were 20 to 30 million residents once, but now it seems that it’s

just a ruin. I don’t know what we are stepping on, either.

It turns out to be artificial composites they have never seen, like cement blocks, brick
rubble debris and fragments of plastic containers which are all indigestible for nature.
Although the courtyard of yellow emperor lived is really big then, since brick and tile
had not been invented yet, the houses are built in rammed earth wall. And now the
buildings they are living on their own planet are all use environment-friendly building
materials.

FuHao: How could the original ground be out of sight? How is it covered by the
landfill? Where are people? Is any of our relatives here? (Her shrill soprano
broke the solemn cloudy sky, and certainly, there is no response. Silence is
throughout the year here now, not only the spring.)
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FuHao: The information we received once shows that they have had awareness of
environmental awakening by publishing a declaration. After that, they had
another declaration for realizing their stupidity, they tried to save the earth
through sustainable development and brought an idea to change the lifestyle
and production mode. How could it end in such a fate, and ruin the earth like
this?

WuDing: Perhaps they treat those declarations and statements just as talking, and didn’t

implement them into practice.

FuHao: Why didn’t they implement it? Does Wang Yangming from Ming dynasty of
China proposed the theory of “Unity of knowledge and practice” long ago?
Learn to practice, no action is only because of ignorance. Has China sent lots
of people to the world to build hundreds of the Confucius Institute for
promoting Chinese culture? Why don’t people accept the wisdom of the
Chinese?

WuDing: Those teachers are assigned to Confucius Institutes for teaching, some of
them may teach a few Chinese words in foreign countries like “Hello” ,
“Goodbye” , “Don’t squeeze” , as some episode of crosstalk says. Some
of them even didn’t hear of Wang Yangming. We can’t blame them, it’s the
consequence of the times. Don’t be frustrated and sad, it’s not a big deal.
There will be new lives which could adapt to the existing environment
appearing in black water and dustheap. They will change and evolute
following the rules the British said. Animal of bipedal progression will
appear in some certain period again, it’s just another metempsychosis or
trans migration. Billions of years are not a big deal to nature. The pile of
garbage we are stepping on, it seems that it will be a timeless big scar of the
Earth’s surface. Actually, it is not so bad, until the next Wilson cycle, it will
be cleaned when earth plate split and restructured again. Then, they will
break down into atoms even smaller particles than atoms, and then formed
another unknown material. So, the saying “development is of overriding
importance” is an absolute principle for nature. What you thought as a huge
disaster, is actually a reshuffling of the nature, clearing the foulness and
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prepare a new beginning for a new round of development. For nature,

development is always sustainable.

Unexpectedly, they cannot find drinking water for supplying on the earth which is
called “water polo”, so they return to their second home before they drink off a few
bottles of mineral water they brought with. Of course, they went to superior to report
what they’ve seen firstly. Unanticipatedlly, the superior are extremely glad to know
that. It turns out that at this point, he is worried about high budget deficits, while now
he can cut the original part which is used for warning and prevention system against
sudden nuclear attack may come from a direction of the Earth. This is a tremendous

expense which had been a beginning of forcing the fall of a great empire.

The 21 century is meant to be a great period, the period of change. It could be times
which are full of hopes and expectations.

China has overtaken Japan as the world’s second-largest economy in the first ten

years, the next thing is to be the first one.

But meanwhile, China has become the world’s largest carbon emissions country,
becoming a limelight, being reproached, and being a grim situation.

Under pressure from both home and abroad , China must transform from
export-oriented economy towards promoting by domestic demand. This is not a trivial
matter. We have 1.3 billion people, as long as everyone eat one more chocolate candy
or drink a plus bottle of imported wine, some country’s president would come to
Beijing to pilgrimage, while leaders of our country will be treated a special courtesy
with state dinners and red carpets.

Production mode change, especially consumption patterns change is faced and carried
out. According to information from the international market, Chinese who have been
traveling world widely are the most generous consumers in the world, from real estate
to cosmetics and beauty market, they have been already the biggest buyers. In order to
avoid being troubled by melamine or leather protein, mainland mothers rushed to Hong
Kong to buy milk powder, even made local mothers raised a protest which requires
local Legislative Council to protect local children from running out of milk through
increasing milk tax bill

surprising and odd news.
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Reviewing the direction of the change is necessary and imperative.

The term is repeatedly updated from “green” , “organic” to “low carbon” . Over
the years, both Government and non-government organizations have done a lot of work
on education propaganda and communication. In knowledge aspect, public awareness
is raised a lot through years of work. However, it’s always been complicated when

“action” is on agenda, even seems to be the opposite direction, because from the
individual to the collective, it always involves their own interests problems. However,
the general trend decides that it doesn’t work if we don’t change the present mode. The
scene in the dialogue of WuDing and FuHao is absolutely not allowed to become
reality.

The author made a lot of practical work and first-hand interviews, from publicity,
education, policy intervention and other aspects presenting us what they did, where
they achieved and the lessons they’ve learned on the subject of changing consumption
patterns. These interviews and discussions will provide a valuable reference to us to
guide the way forward in the future.

Zhang Lansheng '
Chinese New Year, 2011

! Professor Zhang Lansheng (1928-), male, born in Zhejiang Province in China. Graduated from the Department
of Geography and History at Zhejiang University in 1952, Professor Zhang Lansheng is the former Chairman of
China Geography Society, the former Vice-President of Beijing Normal University, the former Dean of College of
Resources and Environmental Science at BNU, the founder of the College of Continuing Education at BNU, and
the founder of Environmental Education Center/ Center of Education for Sustainable Development at BNU. He’s
the first one to start graduate education in EE in 1993 in China. Then co-operated with China Ministry of
Education and WWF-China to set up Environmental Education Center of BNU in 1997 and promoted Center of
ESD onto the EEC-BNU then. During his almost 60 years teaching and researching in university, Professor Zhang
Lansheng create the research directions on Environmental Changes, Natural disaster and Environmental Education,

and is the forerunners and make great contributions in these areas in China.
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