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Abstract

Shuluun Huh vatois is a basic sound system of standard Mongolian in
China. As a stage result of the Modern Mongolian Reference grammar, the
book gave an objective and detailed descriptions and analysis on the sound
system of Shuluun Huh vatois, with the methods of Experimental Phonology.

The result is that, in Mongolian Shuluun Huh vatois’ sound system,
there are /p/, /ph/, /B/, /w/, JV, /W, /o, IV, I/, T/,
/A7, /4w, /f/, /i/, /q/, /x/, /1/17 basic consonants, devided into
7 pair of consonants /p/, /ph/, /v, /th/, /k/, /x/, /w/, /n/,
NV /ey /47 /84, /f/, /)/, and 3 unpaired consonant/s/, /B/,
/1/, /1/ only appears at the end of the syllable, and in ending of the word
it can be an alternant of phoneme/ n /; The frequency of /B/ is very low,
and its combination capacity with vowels is highly restricted (only witha, ) .

There are /v/, /s/, /u/, /o/, /V/, /e/, /&/, /O/, / o/, /3/
10 short vowels in Mongolian Shuluun Huh vatois, with 10 corresponding
long vowel /ii/, / s/, / w/, Jo/, /1, /e, /ey, Jui/,
/ai/, /3i/. There are two basical diphthongs “e:,%i: , and two non — basi-
cal diphthongs “az,’a: which are only appear in a few words. These vowels
may be categorized into rising diphthongs, changing from diphthong to long
vowel. There is no triphthong in Shuluun Huh sound system. Consonant clus-
ters in Shuluun Huh vatois are the consonant combinations in speech flow
without phonological value.

In Shuluun Huh vatois, vowels can be categorised into two groups, high

and low, the term of YIN and YANG used in traditional phonetics refers to
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the high and low category of vowels divided by the boundary line of 600Hz in
first formant. High vowel group includes 4 vowels s, o, u, i, while low
vowel group includes 6 vowels a, o, U, €, e, L In present, long vowel
maintains the law inherent in vowel harmony; but short vowel and weak form
of vowel in derived syllable has the intent of centralization and neutralization
while they also maintains the vowel harmony. Vowel in first syllable decide
what kind of vowels followed by (high or low) , and vowel in second syllable
really influence the quality of following vowels, until the shift occurred be-
tween rounded and unrounded vowels. There is no so called neutral vowel in
Shuluun Huh sound system, but centralized and neutralized vowels 9, 3
may be developed into neutral vowel in some time.

Syllable types include 4 basic type V, VC, CV, CVC and its vari-
ants. The main condition of variants is syllable composition, accompanied by
other causes such as structure, quality, and driving force and so on. In word
structure , syllable’ s distribution, frequency and function may be differ from
each other. The major syllabic combination types in Shuluun Huh words are
disyllabic word and tri syllabic word.

The average length of word in Shuluun Huh system is about 0. 68 sec-
ond (female 0. 64 second), much nearer to the length of disyllabic word,
conffermed that the length of the disyllabic word is the typical word length in
Shuluun Huh system. Mongolian is an agglutinative language, in which the
word formated mainly through adding derivational affixes. The derivation
must led to increased pressure in word structure, but the addition of the syl-
lable number does not lead to the same increase in length of word and same
decrease in that of each phoneme. When the structural pressure be increased
to certain degree, some sound or syllable will be changed into weak form,
followed by their murging and missing.

It is found that, the male’ s average length of a word longger than that
of the female’ s about 0. 04 second, that is to say, female’ s pronunciatios
faster than male’ s, bring more closed syllables, more consonant clusters,
and more murging and missing of sound or syllable.

Although Mongolian word accent is non — distinctive, it is a backbone
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of a word, and functions as word boundary. In Mongolian word, the regular
position of accent is second syllable, because on the basis of energy distribu-
tion, 67% of intensity peak and 85% of pitch peak concentrated on the sec-
ond syllable of the words. In the second syllable , pitch peak is more steady
and accepts very a few influence from others, so we deduce that accent of
Mongolian is a pitch accent, though in most cases, both intencity and pitch
position is quite consistent. The shift of accent position has its regularity.

Stressed, unstressed and weak syllable is the relative concept in phono-
logical word with the measurable phonetic parameter. Stressed vowel is high,
heavy, and short, while weak vowel is low, weak and long, the between is
the unstressed vowel. In multi — syllable word, primary stress always falls on
the second syllable, while relative weak vowel is placed in derivative sylla-
ble. In the word without derivative syllable, stressed and unstressed vowel is
the only pare of control point. The apearance of derivative syllable does not
bring up the change of word meaning, becouse the derivative syllable is
functionally non — distinctive. The unstressed syllable, in otherhand, its
change is strictly restricted, that is to say, functional role of the derivative
syllable and the unstressed syllabl is defferent.

Weak vowel and unclear vowel is not the same thing. Compared to the
stressed and unstressed vowel, a weak vowel is low, weak and long, on the
basis of its measurable phonetic parameter. But the unclear vowel is a matter
of speech perception. The general understanding in the Mongolian scholars is
that the short vowel after the first syllable is shorter and weaker, so in the
sense of hearing it is not clear. But our experimental studies have proved
that in the second syllable the vowel is high and heavy, and in unstressed
syllables, vowels are not so weak. After the first syllable, vowels listened to
be lack of clarity due to the short vowel’ s centralization and neutralization
‘dceurred in Post — second syllables. Becouse the acoustic fidelity of short
‘vowels have changed, vowels distinctive functions are greatly reduced, lead-
ing to a sense of ambiguity, and even greater changes is occurred in tongue
position, it will not affect the semantic understanding. That is why “clear

and unclear vowel” theory has been put forward.
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