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Text i The Hippocratic Oath
il

Lead-in Activities

@ Useful Vocabulary |

Hippocratic Oath Ao P PRE =

disciple /drsapl/ n. BT, T, FHiE

enroll /m'raul/ . . BE, B, AR (RAS. A¥S);
= 20

precept [prisept/ n. M, e, S

regimen  /redgmen, -on/ 7. YT, AR

qualified  /kwolifaid/  adj. AT, B

conscientious /konfrlenfos/ adj. JRITHY

conscience /konfons/ . R, L

@ Topic Discussion ]

1. What should a doctor do for his patients?
2. What, in your opinion, can make a qualified doctor?

1
e
e
e
I
[

The Hi;poéraf?c Oath

(1’ Iswear by Apollo the physician, by Asclepius and Hygieia and Panaceia,
and I take to witness all the gods, all the goddesses, to keep according to my
ability and my judgement, the following Oath. _

(2 “To consider dear to me as my parents him who taught me this art;
to live in common with him and if necessary to share my goods with him; to

look upon his children as my own brothers, to teach them this art if they so




desire without fee or written promise; to impart to my sons and the sons of

the master who taught me and the disciples who have enrolled themselves and
have agreed to the rules of the profession, but to these alone the precepts and
the instruction. I will prescribe regimen for the good of my patients according
to my ability and my judgment and never do harm to anyone. To please no one
will I prescribe a deadly drug, nor give advice which may cause his death. Nor
will I give a woman a pessary to procure abortion. But I will preserve the purity
of my life and my art. I will not cut for stone, even for patients in whom the
disease is manifest; I will leave this operation to be performed by practitioners,
specialists in this art. In every house where I come I will enter only for the
good of my patients, keeping myself far from all intentional ill-doing and all
seduction and especially from the pleasures of love with women or with men,
be they free or slaves. All that may come to my knowledge in the exercise of
my profession or in daily commerce with men, which ought not to be spread
abroad, I will keep secret and will never reveal. If I keep this oath faithfully,
may I enjoy my life and practice my art, respected by all men and in all times;
but if I swerve from it or violate it, may the reverse be my lot.”

>
*.. Vocabulary |
<o impart®  /m'pa:t/ v. (&R, HH; BT (UEMREY)
Cc disciple®  /dr'sarpl/ n. HF, 1k, HiE
G precept’ /'prissept/ n. KL
<c regimen’  /redzimen, -on/ 7. Eiidac/N
“c pessary’  /pesari/ n.  [FREZE, FEIE, FEWE
< procure’  /pra’kjua(r)/ v. i, WG
<< abortion’  /a'boifon/ n. e, Hs
<- manifest’  /manifest/ adj. BSRH, HAM
“c seduction® ' /srdakfon/ n. B, .
<< commerce” /kpms:s/ n. (%) #H3, &tk
< swerve’ /sw3iv/ v. IR0, FHE
<c reverse’ /rr'vazs/ adj. HRW, BEFR, BIEE
Colott /Iot/ n. iz
[ 3)

(‘E»y/
\ | —



REAEEAERELS (F M)

-/ Notes to the Text )

1.

2.

3.
4.

Hippocrates: a Greek physician born in 460 B.C. on the island of Cos,
Greece. He became known as the founder of medicine and was regarded as
the greatest physician of hlS time.

Apollo: one of the great Greek divinities, associated with light, truth and
prophecy.

Asclepius: child of Apollo, the “father” of medicine.

Hygieia and Panaceia: the names mean “health,” “living well” and “ healing
all,” daughters of Asclepius, associated with what modern readers might call
“prevention” and “treatment.”

‘q& Exercises ]

1.

Answer the following questions.

1) In what conditions, do you think, was the Hippocratic Oath created?
2) Do you think the Hippocratic Oath is still practical now?

3) What medical principles are suitable in the present society?

4) Do you think it necessary for doctors to follow certain medical ethics?
5) What is more important for a doctor, medical skills or medical ethics?

. Discuss the following questions.

1) What do you expect is the Hippocratic Oath’s relevance in the 21st
century?

2) Is the Hippocratic Oath a pointless anachronism ( Bf{{4i% ) or an invalua-
ble moral guide?

3) Should aspiring doctors still be made to take some version of the oath?

4) If you are a doctor, would you take the oath again? Why?

5) What is the general condition of today’s medical profession?

. Complete the following sentences with words from the text.

The initial letter(s) for each blank may give you some tips.
1) After the robbery, the criminal quickly t the woods for fear that



Unit 1 .

Text A The Hippocratic OQath

people might find him.
2) Generally speaking, a good teacher is the one who i wisdom to
his pupils.
3) Tryto p us some specimens of the polluted water from the river.
4) Though he made great efforts to fulfill the job, his attempt proved an

a

5) The final examination is coming, but he still doesn’t m much
interest in his studies.

6) The s of country life made him forget to return to his home in
the city.

7) The car sw to avoid the dog and bumped into a big tree by the
riverside.

8) Her the judgment and set the prisoner free after all, which won

him respects from many citizens.
9) Let’s decide by 1 who will be in charge of this negotiation and
then we will get everything started.

10) Ac college teaches what would be useful in business and trade.

4. Writing exercise
A. Translation from Chinese to English

EF4+ 4T

fltRRAN 22, PEARARAE.

P AMZE AR 2], T E

FEERR B R, EME, BT AR, RFEME, ML, Z8air,
A, ke, AR,

e DR IR A Z i, B 5e3%, P BEARRZHMAE . $
FEikti, AEORY:, PREIESK, WAL B2y TR Sl i & A S B O (e <)
R,




B. Topic writing (150 words)

Some people say the Hippocratic Oath is not appropriate in the present
situation and should be revised according to the status quo. What is your idea?
Please state your arguments and try to persuade your readers.




