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THE FOX AND THE DUCKS

1. On a summer day, a man sitting on the bank of a river,
in the shade of some bushes, watched a flock of ducks
on the stream.

2. Soon a branch with leaves came drifting among them,
and they all took wing. After circling in the air for a
little time, they settled down again on their feeding
ground.

3. Soon another branch came drifting down among them,
and again they took flight from the river; but when they
found the branch had drifted by and done them no
harm, they flew down to the water as before.

1
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After four or five branches had drifted by in this way,
the ducks gave little heed to them. At length, they
hardly tried to fly out of their way, even when the
branches nearly touched them.

The man who had been watching all this, now began to
wonder who had set these branches adrift. He looked
up the stream, and spied a fox slyly watching the
ducks. “What will he do next?”” thought the man.

. When the fox saw that the ducks were no longer afraid

of the branches, he took a much larger branch than any
he had yet used, and stretched himself upon it so as to
be almost hidden. Then he set it afloat as he had the
others.

Right among the flock drifted the sly old fox, and,
making quick snaps to right and left, he seized two fine
young ducks, and floated off with them.

The rest of the flock flew away in fright, and did not
come back for a long time.

The fox must have had a fine dinner to pay him for his
cunning, patient work.



McGuffey’s Eclectic Readers

LESSON 2

PRETTY IS THAT PRETTY DOES

1. The spider wears a plain brown dress,
And she is a steady spinner;
To see her, quiet as a mouse,
Going about her silver house,
You would never, never, never guess
The way she gets her dinner.

2. She looks as if no thought of ill
In all her life had stirred her;
But while she moves with careful tread, And
while she spins her silken thread,
She is planning, planning, planning still
The way to do some murder.
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3. My child, who reads this simple lay,

With eyes down-dropt and tender, Remember
the old proverb says

That pretty is which pretty does,

And that worth does not go nor stay

For poverty nor splendor.

. "Tis not the house, and not the dress,

That makes the saint or sinner.

To see the spider sit and spin,

Shut with her walls of silver in,

You would never, never, never guess
The way she gets her dinner.

Alice Cary.
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THE STORY-TELLER

1. Peter Pindar was a great storyteller. One day, as he was
going by the school, the children gathered around him.

2. They said, “Please tell us a story we have never heard.”
Ned said, “’Tell us something about boys and dogs.”

3. “Well,” said Peter, “I love to please good children, and,
as you all appear civil, I will tell you a new story; and
it shall be about a boy and some dogs, as Ned asks.

5
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“But before we begin, let us sit down in a cool, shady
place. And now, John, you must be as still as a little
mouse. Mary, you must not let Towser bark or make a
noise.

“A long way from this place, there is a land where it is
very cold, and much snow falls.

“The hills are very high there, and travelers are often
lost among them. There are men there who keep large
dogs. These are taught to hunt for people lost in the
SNOW.

“The dogs have so fine a scent, that they can find
persons by that alone.

“Sometimes it is so dark, that they can not see
anything. Those who are lost often lie hid in the
snowdrifts. ”

e’
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LESSON 4

THE STORY-TELLER (CONCLUDED)

1. “One cold, bleak night, the snow fell fast, and the wind
blew loud and shrill. It was quite dark. Not a star was
to be seen in the sky.

2. “These good men sent out a dog, to hunt for those who
might want help. In an hour or two, the dog was heard. A “// |
coming back. N § 1
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3. “On looking out, they saw him with a boy on his back.

The poor child was stiff with cold. He could but just
hold on to the dog’s back.

4. “He had lain for a long time in the snow, and was too

weak to walk.

5. “He felt something pull him by the coat, and heard the

bark of a dog. He put out his hand, and felt the dog.
The dog gave him another pull.

6. “This gave the poor boy some hope, and he took hold

of the dog. He drew himself out of the snow, but ho
could not stand or walk.

7. “He got on the dog’s back, and put his arms round the

dog’s neck, and held on. He felt sure that the dog did
not mean to do him any harm.

8. “Thus he rode all the way to the good men’s house.

9. “They took care of him, till the snow was gone. Then

they sent him to his home.”
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THE OWL

1. “Where did you get that owl, Harry?”

2. “Fred and I found him in the old, hollow oak.”



