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Introduction

2011 is one year of great significance in fully implementing educational planning programs and
promoting educational reform. In this year, China’s graduation education has made a great number of
important advancements because we have been centering upon the implementation of educational plan-
ning programs, quality improvement as well as reform and innovation. Looking back at all the achieve-
ments, we have an impression that a series of systematic reforms characterized with decentralization
have been put into practice and their effects are detectable. Furthermore, graduate training institutions
have enjoyed much more autonomy in schooling.

Meanwhile, we are aware of the fact that there exist various problems and dilemmas in the con-
temporary practice of graduate education in China. Especially, there is much room for the break-
through in the innovation of graduate training mode. It requires us to organically integrate systematic
improvement and the innovation of training mode. In other words, we should not only excel in top-level
design and systematic innovation, but also be well grounded in the practice of graduate education, so
as to firmly grasp and resolve some fundamental problems which have hindered the development of
graduate education in the micro level. Only in this way can our graduate education set foot on the road
to the cultivation of innovative talents.

It is based on the above-mentioned considerations that this annual report intends to focus more on
each practice phase of the graduate training process within higher education institutions so as to observe
and probe into any possible problem in the micro-level of the specific practice. We believe that this
downward research orientation will be conducive to examining the rationality and effectiveness of the
policy and system reforms by way of effect feedback so that we can provide new evidences for policy ad-
justment. Moreover, it is also helpful for administrators and faculty members to have a clear under-
standing of those problems, in view of which they thereafter work out practical and pertinent resolu-
tions.

All together the themes of this annual report cover the whole process throughout the graduate train-
ing, including the examination approach to recruit doctoral candidates, curriculum and teaching, su-
pervisors’ instruction, mid-term assessment and qualifying examination for students involved in master-
doctorate program, research funding, and doctoral dissertation review, all of which are concerned with
each phase of the quality of graduate training. In this report, a method of investigation and research is
adopted. Through a relatively comprehensive survey of 56 graduate schools, we come to realize that al-
though the majority has made considerable accomplishment in quality improvement, there still exist a

number of deep-level problems. For example, the examination approach of recruitment is too inflexible
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or rigid for the higher institutions and advisors to exercise their autonomy; The curriculum and teaching
procedure has not been yet given enough attention, leaving teaching modes and methods too monoton-
ous and producing little effects. Besides that, several old problems have not been solved, like overlap-
ping and crisscrossing in the course contents of each phase; constricted by the existing academic as-
sessment system, supervisors’ energy has been channeled more into research than into teaching and
graduate instruction; the mid-term assessment and all-round qualifying examination system turn out to
be a mere formality; without related supporting systems, the qualification authentication mechanism
fails to be put into use; after the introduction of double-blind review system, a couple of new problems
have arisen in the doctoral dissertation review system, which is in dire need of our attention; gradu-
ates’ research innovation supporting system has made some progress, though the benefited population
is rather small, etc.

We hope that the micro-level problems reflected in this annual report should draw full attention
from all universities, who, through further improvement and adjustment system, will adopt effective
and pertinent measures to solve those problems. We should focus on the reform of macro regulations,
however, to concern and resolve those problems from the micro-level is more critical. Grounded in the
actual situation of each university and aiming for continuous exploration, practice and innovation, they
are capable of creating favorable micro-environment and atmosphere to improve the quality of graduate

education.
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