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Patterns originated from Totem, our ancestors used to make drawings on their belongings or tools to
express certain emotions or wishes. For instance, the geometric drawings, beast, bird and fish drawings
on the ancient clay antiques, as well as the frequently seen “blessing and longevity” patterns and “many
years of abundance” drawings on porcelain wares during the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasty, are all
representations of the traditional Chinese culture and art. The Chinese people appreciate “koucai”
on festive occasions, which uses an important characteristic of the Chinese language—there are
many Chinese characters with the same pronunciation and different meanings. A lot of blessings and
good wishes are expressed in festive patterns using the character. For example, fish (yu) represents
abundance (also pronounced yu), chime stone (qing) represents celebration (also pronounced ging), plum
blossom (mei) represents eyebrows (also pronounced mei), magpie (xique) represents good messages
(pronounced xi), and peanut (huasheng) represents child birth(pronounced sheng). If patterns like
fragrance, fish, magpie, plum blossom, jujube, peanut, longan fruit and lotus seed are put together, such
meanings are expressed as “celebration of abundance”, “the good message comes to raise your eyebrows”,
and “a child birth is just on the corner”. Apart from this, the Chinese porcelain was exported overseas ever
since the Tang Dynasty, therefore the products meant for exports usually had patterns that had something
to do with the target countries. For example, the porcelain that was exported to the Arabic region had
patterns with tropical plants. This feature was discussed in the chapter “Changsha Kiln Patterns”.

Before the Yuan Dynasty, the decorative methods of Chinese porcelain were mainly carving, slicing
and pasting. The usage of blue and white patterns in the Yuan Dynasty started a new decorative method
of traditional patterns. In the Ming and Qing Dynasty, the patterns on porcelain focused more on
exquisiteness. In the drawings, lines, colors, shadows all had the correspondent forms, focusing on
consistence between up and down, left and right so as to achieve the beauty of harmony. Such strictly
consistent decorative patterns are also very suitable for modern design in printing, fabric, space and
electronic graphic design, especially now that the current trend in design is all about going beyond
borders. For example, it creates a whole new sensation to transplant the decorative patterns on porcelain to
other media. Meanwhile, in the modern times, designers should be liberated from the tedious traditional
patterns, which only sought strictness in structure and consistence in technique, and combine all sorts of
decorative techniques and design medias. This, we believe, is the ultimate purpose of this book.

To give these special patterns contemporary relevance, the patterns have been adapted, recreated and
refined with Adobe Illustrator and can be easily used by designers of any discipline, be it brand, package,
fashion, graphic, interior, textile or print design.
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C10 M5 Y15 KO Il c100 Mi00 Y20 KO

[l cs0 wss Y10 ko I ce0 M10 Y5 KO

C40 M5 Y25 KO B cso m30 Y55 Ko

Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A001
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C5 M45 Y40 KO B cao mis vso ko [ cs5 Ms0 Y40 k20 C20 M20 Y25 KO

Il c20 wss v75 K0 C5 M30 Y95 KO CO MO Y55 K10

[l cs5 M50 véo k20
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C25 M5 Y25 K15 Bl cioo m7s v2s ko [l co mes Y70 Ko W cso M0 vs5 K30

Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A002
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B c55 M35 vs5 ko B c10 M50 a5 Ko

C10 M10 Y20 KO I c35 m25 Y20 KO

[l c50 m90 vas ko B c75 Mm25 a5 ko CO M30 Y15 KO B c25 ma45 Y30 ko

Il cso mes ves ko [ c75 M0 vs ko ¥ c25 M30 Y40 KO B cs5 M55 vas Ko

la

[ c15 M30 v85 ko

Il c35 Mso Y95 K25

Il cs5 m25 Yes Kkas C30 M10 Y45 KO

Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A003
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Il css moo ves kio [l c25 mas 85 ko B cs5 meo Yo ko C20 MO Y15 KO

Il czo mves voo ka0 [ co Mo Yo kes ¥ c10 ms v5 k25 CO M35 Y85 KO
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CO M20 Y35 KO I cs5 Mo Y30 Ko W c7s Mmoo Yo ko B co wss Y100 ko
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Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A004



C10 M5 Y5 KO B cs5 M35 Y20 ko Il cso Mo Yo keo

C20 M15 Y15 KO CO M10 Y60 KO B cio Mo v15 ka0

CO M45 Y20 KO CO0 M35 Y20 KO . CO M90 Y25 KO

C20 M30 Y10 KO B c40 meo Y25 Ko Bl css5 mos vss k15
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€35 MO Y20 KO I cs5 Mo Y30 ko B cso mso Yo ko

B cso Mo Y80 KO I c10 m10 25 K20 " C25 MI10 Y45 KO

I co wmss vs0 Ko W c5 vos 75 o CO M25 Y20 KO

Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A006
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C10 M45 Y50 KO

C25 M15 Y20 KO

B cso ma5 Y30 K15

C5 M5 Y10 KO

Il cs0 M25 va0 k30

CO M20 Y90 KO

B cso M0 Y85 K20

CO M15 Y55 KO

Il co Mo Yo kes

B c25 M50 Y55 K25

Il cso Mas Y55 K5

Bl c15 M0 v5 k40

Il c7o meo Yo ko

C10 M15 Y45 K5

B co wss vas ko

C20 M20 YO KO

Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A007
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Bl 5 M5 vs0 ka5 Il co Mo Y100 keo

B c45 ™ vas k20 C30 MO Y30 KO

Chinese Porcelain Motifs-A008



