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Sanctions Are
Toughest yet for
Iranians, Leader
Says
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Iran’s president acknowledged on Tuesday
that new sanctions imposed by Western powers were
the most onerous ever but said they would have
no impact on the Iranian position in a protracted
dispute over its nuclear energy activities.

The statement by the president, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad', was his first public appraisal of the
new European and American sanctions, which are
aimed at crippling Iran’s oil industry. He spoke as
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps’ sought
to punctuate defiance of Western pressure by test-
firing missiles capable of hitting Israeli and American
military bases in the Middle East. Clips of the missile
launchings were broadcast on state television.

“The sanctions imposed on our country are the
most severe and strictest sanctions ever imposed on a
country,” Mr. Ahmadinejad said during a meeting with

acrkrm;v;léd‘g;v. iﬂ. ﬁﬂ -
sanction n. #I&, &%
impose v. HEIN, BEIELT
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Intelligence Ministry officials in Tehran, reported by
Iranian news services. “But the enemies’ assumption
that they can put Iran in a weak position through these
sanctions is false and is the result of their materialistic
calculations.”

Mr. Ahmadinejad also said Iran should turn
the sanctions into an “opportunity to eliminate the
country’s current reliance on oil revenue and take
away from the enemy the use of oil as a weapon for
imposing sanctions.”

Iran relies on oil exports for 80 percent of its
national budget. By some industry calculations, Iranian
oil exports have already fallen by 40 percent so far
this year, and the country is losing billions of dollars a
month it had not anticipated.

Oil industry experts say Iran’s predicament has
worsened substantially because of the new European
oil embargo, imposed on Sunday, and American
measures imposed on Friday that penalize buyers of
Iranian oil.

Mr. Ahmadinejad’s comments coincided
with a meeting of lower-level officials representing
Iran and the P5-plus-1° group of countries—the
permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council’ plus Germany—for what both
sides described as technical talks in the broader
negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program. The
Iranians insist that the program is for peaceful purposes,
but the West and Israel suspect that it is a cover for
achieving the ability to make nuclear weapons.

The talks, convened in Istanbul, are scheduled
for two days, and the outcome could determine
whether the broader negotiations, which have failed
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to make progress after three rounds held since
April, will be suspended. 7

The core issue—Iran’s insistence on what it
regards as the legal right to enrich uranium—has been
an intractable sticking point. The country has defied
repeated Security Council resolutions® demanding a
suspension of all Iranian enrichment and has insisted
that all sanctions must end as part of any solution.

In what appeared to be a possible new hint
of Iran’s nuclear intentions if the Istanbul meeting
ends badly, an Iranian parliamentary committee
approved a plan calling for a nuclear-powered
commercial fleet, which would require uranium fuel
enriched to a purity higher than 20 percent, Iran’s
current self-imposed threshold—and much closer
technically to bomb-grade material.

The semiofficial Mehr News Agency quoted
Hossein Nagavi, a member of Parliament, as saying
that under the proposal by the Industries and Mines
Committee, oceangoing tankers and ships would be
“powered by nuclear fuel in order to eliminate their
need to be refueled while on long voyages.”

~ Last month, an Iranian naval commander was
quoted in the state-run press as saying Iran had begun
work on its first nuclear-powered submarine, which
uses uranium fuel suitable for use in bombs. Outside
experts, however, have questioned whether Iran has the
technical capability to produce the type of reactor used
in a nuclear sub.

From The New York Times, July 3,
2012’
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