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Chapter

The World Focus

Obama Signed the United States~Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act
B SH 0T A i & A AR TR R

[_'j:)gg__l_fllx_??_, 2012 l”re_;s_i_q_e_:}t_Obamu signed the “United States-Israel

Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012", which strengthens Israel’s

qualitative military edge. The bill expressed bipartisan Congressional
support for Administration initiatives that deepen US defense and
security cooperation with Israel, include providing Israel with financial and
technological assistance to produce defensive systems to counter the threat
of rockets and missiles; access to US manufactured defense equipment
and excess defense articles; and increased opportunities to train with US

military forces. @ Despite tough fiscal times, the President fought for and
3 ' & &, g

secured full funding for Israel in FY 2012, including $3 billion in Foreign

Military Financing—the largest amount of funding for Israel in US history.

President Obama secured an additional $205 million in FY 2011 to
help produce an Israeli-developed short- e T e .
range rocket defense system called Iron
Dome, which has helped defend Israeli
communities against rocket attacks by
successfully striking rockets as they are fired at

Israeli civilians.

In July 2012, President Obama provided

¥ ) |
an additional $70 million to Israel to ensure that Israel could maximize its

production of the Iron Dome system for 2012. Over the next three years,
the Administration intends to request additional funding for Iron Dome,
based on an annual assessment of Israeli security requirements against an
evolving threat. ;

Israeli forces now benefit from regular joint exercises and training
opportunities, access to advanced US military hardware, emergency

stockpiles, and favorable terms for the acquisition of equipment.
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The President has made clear that Israel cannot be expected to
negotiate with Hamas, a terrorist group sworn to its destruction. @In his
speech in Cairo and elsewhere, the President has consistently demanded

that Hamas accept Israel’s right to exist, reject violence, and adhere to all

existing agreements before it can play a role in achieving Middle East peace.

The President has spoken out forcefully to condemn Hamas attacks
against Israelis. He has made clear that “it is a sign neither of courage
nor power to shoot rockets at sleeping children, or to blow up old
women on a bus. That’s not how moral authority is claimed; that's how
it is surrendered.” At the United Nations, he emphasized that “the

slaughter of innocent Israelis is not resistance—it's injustice.”
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1. On July 27, 2012 President Obama signed the "United States-Israel
Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012", which strengthens Israel's
qualitative military edge.

Hwhich | 552 15 M fiJstrengthens Isrel’s qualitative military edge, #S4HHEIRY

“United States—Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012”7 ; strengthenjg —4

i albstrengehii ol 78 NS SR —entiy RO EE], &0 “HNEE" ; qualitative military
edgef S SOk “EHsL ) ERER" .

2. Despite tough fiscal times, the President fought for and secured full funding
for Israel in FY 2012, including $3 billion in Foreign Military Financing—the
largest amount of funding for Israel in US history.
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HE" s FYMIESCH “MBUERET ; Foreign Military Financing #9850 “Aoh%E s
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3. In his speech in Cairo and elsewhere, the President has consistently
demanded that Hamas accept Israel’s right to exist, reject violence, and
adhere to all existing agreements before it can play a role in achieving Middle
East peace.
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Arab League Asks Syrian President Assad to Step Down
ﬁﬁiﬂ@iﬂﬂﬁ*uﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬂ

(DArab League foreign ministers have called Syrian President Bashar

al-Assad to step down, as rebels are encouraged by assassinations in

Damascus. The rebels said the deaths of four top officials were a severe
blow to the government. Islamist rebels where he is are receiving weapons
and money from outside. Fighting continued overnight, Government forces
recaptured parts of Damascus, the suburbs of Barzeh and Mezzeh, which
had fallen into rebel hands. There and in other quarters, activists said a
number of suspected rebels or sympathisers were summarily executed.
Syrian state TV on Monday showed images of Syrian forces going
house to house and kicking down doors in Damascus, searching for any
remaining rebel fighters. Fighting
was also reported in Syria’s second
city, Aleppo. After an emergency
meeting in Qatar, Arab League
foreign ministers called on

President Bashar al-Assad to resign

. ; rapidly, and offered his family safe
passage out of Syria. They also called on the Syrian opposition to form a
transitional government. The call appears to have fallen on deaf ears.

Bashar al-Assad held a meeting with his new army chief of staff and
gave him instructions, reportedly including a drive to crush armed rebels,
The meeting followed the attack in Damascus, in which four senior
officials were killed in what the Syrian government described as a suicide
blast. Rebels outside Damascus say the assassinations were a blow to the
government. They said the once-feared secret police were now a spent
force, and the government was relying entirely on a weakened military.
However, the rebels are divided, between the Free Syrian Army (FSA) and
the Salafists (hardline Islamists). The Salafists are better armed, he says,
because they are receiving weapons and money from outside.

Meanwhile, the EU is to tighten sanctions and an arms embargo

4.



