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This book is dedicated to my mother, Traudi Olah, who had a
great interest in people and places. She enjoyed reading about our
life in China, and always made comments and asked questions. She
was a very special person.

— Alex Olah
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I am very pleased that the book /¢ s all about the students by Alex Olah and Zhu
Shan is being published by the China University of Petroleum Press.

This book is special, as it is the first book by a foreign teacher working at CUP.

It will be interesting for both faculty members and students, and other people,
to read about Mr. and Mrs. Olah’s life in China, and to understand how foreigners
perceive us.

October 2013 marks the 60th anniversary of the founding of CUP. It is an
auspicious occasion for us, and we are glad to publish this book as an important
addition to the historical records of this university.

The book is written with humour and insight. I hope that everyone will enjoy

reading the book as much as I have.

Shan Honghong
Professor
President of China University of Petroleum (East China)
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My wife, Vera Olah, and I taught English at the Dongying campus of CUP for
the 2009 —2010 academic year (September 2009 —July 2010). We had the following
twelve months in Australia, and then returned for the 2011 —2012 academic year

(September 2011 —June 2012), which we spent at the Qingdao campus.

My mother, Traudi Olah, was very interested in our life in China. I kept
a detailed diary and every three or four weeks I sent her a “Letter from China”
describing our experiences.

This book is made up of extracts from those “Letters from China”. The original
letters were in diary format. For the purposes of this book I re-formatted the diaries
into “themes” for easier reading. Where possible I show the date of the relevant diary
entry, to help put events into their chronological context.

So the contents of this book cover our experiences during our first two years of
teaching at the China University of Petroleum: the 2009—2010 academic year at CUP’s
Dongying campus and the 2011—2012 academic year at CUP’s Qingdao campus.

Where I make reference to local prices or costs I usually include conversions of
Chinese Yuan into US dollars. During the 2009—2010 academic year the exchange
rate was fairly steady around ¥ 6.8 for US$1. Subsequently the Yuan strengthened and
during the 2011—2012 academic year the exchange rate was about ¥ 6.3 for US$1.
Those are the exchange rates I used in converting from yuan to dollars.

Please note that I often “round” numbers to make them easier to comprehend.

My wife and I have enjoyed our “second careers” as teachers in China. Everyone
has made us feel very welcome. The students are polite and keen to learn—a delight
to teach. Hence the title of this book 1t s all about the students.

We feel privileged to be part of this prestigious university which is playing such
an important role in developing the future leaders of the oil and gas industry of China.

Alex and Vera Olah
Qingdao
June 2013
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The beginning; Shandong Province.

Note: In this book, exchange rates used for currency conversions: 2009—2010
US$1 =~ ¥6.8;2011—2012 US$1 =~ ¥6.3.

EEMNE LELFAN
E. PP, 2009 —2010 F 4 o3I & A .USS1 &~ ¥6.8;2011 —2012
SE4 T LR X . USS1 ~ ¥6.3,

Our China story started in February 2008 when I met Brian, a retired army
officer, at the gym near our house in Canberra, Australia. Brian told me that he and
his wife were doing a TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages)
course with the intention of teaching English in China where there was a strong
demand for English teachers.

I had retired in 2001 after a 30 year career with the Australian Trade Commission
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(an agency under the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade). I was still doing
some casual consulting work around Canberra and my wife, Vera, was working as
an administrative assistant in a company. We were intrigued by Brian’s plans and
wondered if we could do something similar.

We had lived in Beijing in the early 1980s and life was pretty tough in those
days (for example, cabbage was the only vegetable available through winter). We
heard that China had changed a lot so we decided to go and see for ourselves. In May
2008 we spent three weeks travelling around China with a tour group, and were very
impressed by what we saw. We were amazed at the changes which had taken place in
just 25 years. It was as if we were in a completely different country.

When we returned to Australia we signed up to do TESOL courses to learn
how to teach English. By June 2009 we had both graduated and I started looking on
websites where Chinese schools and universities advertised vacancies for foreign
teachers. I answered an advertisement by the China University of Petroleum (CUP)
in Shandong Province, and was accepted. The university asked me to arrive in time
for the start of the 2009—2010 academic year (started on 31 August 2009).

We prepared our house for rental and took the opportunity to sell or give away
many of the things we have accumulated over the last four decades. “Downsizing”
proved to be an emotional experience, easier said than done, as anyone who has done
it knows.

It was a relief to finally leave Canberra after two months of intensive
preparations.

We spent a lovely week with our daughter’s family in Brisbane. On 20 August
2009 Jennifer drove us to the airport— we got there an hour before the airline
counters opened, such was our anticipation!

We spent the 2009—2010 academic year at CUP’s Dongying campus. We then
had 12 months back in Australia to look after my mother. When we returned to China
all teaching had transferred to CUP’s new Qingdao campus and that is where we
spent the 2011—2012 academic year.

This book is based on our experiences teaching English at CUP during the
2009—2010 and 2011—2012 academic years (i.e. four semesters).
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Shandong (Chinese: 11| %< ; pinyin: Shandong) is a coastal province in the eastern
part of the People’s Republic of China. The name Shandong means “east mountain”,
which refers to the province’s location east of the Taihang Mountains.
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The province has an area of 157,000 square kilometres, about the same size
as Florida in the USA and about 60% the size of the State of Victoria in Australia.
Shandong is located in the lower reaches of the Yellow River (Huang He) and is
mostly flat in terrain. The centre of the province is more mountainous with the
Taishan Mountains.

Shandong has a temperate climate, with moist summers and dry, cold winters.

Average temperatures are 26 “C in July and around 0 °C in January. Annual precipitation
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varies from 550 mm to 950 mm.

With a population of 95 million at the 2010 census, Shandong is the second
most populous province of China, after Guangdong. Shandong citizens have the
highest average height of any Chinese province.

The provincial capital of Shandong is Jinan, and the most famous city is
Qingdao. Qufu, the home of Confucius, is in Shandong
Province, about two hours by bus south of Jinan.

Shandong is one of the most developed provinces
of China. In 2009, its nominal GDP was ¥ 3.4 trillion
($495 billion), ranking third in the country behind
Guangdong and Jiangsu.

Shandong has 52 universities which award 4
year bachelor degrees (or higher). There are also

many colleges which award associate degrees and

vocational colleges.

1-2 Shandong has developed manufacturing industry.

¥ : Many young Chinese do
the “pilgrimage” of climbing the ~Chinese brand names: Tsingtao Beer, Haier Electrical

Qingdao City is home to three of the best-known

6,500 steps up Mount Tai. and Hisense Electronics. Shandong is also a major
FEZPEMNFRARBE 5 .
L1 6 500 £ B S2FL“ 8] X > producer of cotton, wheat, gold, diamonds, sapphires

. sorghum, maize, corn, bromide, and salt. It has
extensive oil reserves in the Sheng Li (Victory) Oil

Field around Dongying City.
In the centre of Shandong is 1,545 metre Mount Tai (Taishan), one of China’s

sacred mountains, known as the “soul of China”.
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Chlna Unlver5|ty of
Petroleum(East China)
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Background; Dongying campus; Qingdao campus; Foreign teachers.

FREAM AERE; FHRE AAHFHIT.

The China University of Petroleum (CUP) (Chinese: ' [H £ /i K % ; pinyin:
Zhongguo Shiyou Daxué; website: www.upc.edu.cn ) was founded in 1953 as the
Beijing Petroleum Institute. In 1969 some faculties moved to Dongying, Shandong
Province, the site of the Sheng Li Oil Field.

In 1988 it was renamed University of Petroleum and in 2005 it became the
China University of Petroleum (East China). It has a “sister” university called the
China University of Petroleum (Beijing).

Between 2004 and 2012 CUP gradually moved its teaching from Dongying to
the new Qingdao campus, located in an area called Huangdao about 30 km southwest
of Qingdao City. The Dongying campus is still used for practical work by staff and
students.
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CUP is ranked in the top 100 out of about 2,000 universities and colleges
in China. It is one of three universities in Shandong Province which are directly
administered by the Ministry of Education in Beijing. The three are:

* Shandong University, Jinan

* Ocean University of China, Qingdao

* China University of Petroleum, Qingdao and Dongying.

While CUP has a full range of courses, including engineering, chemistry,
geology, finance, administration, and languages, it specializes in disciplines related
to petroleum and has acquired an international reputation in the fields of oil and gas
engineering and research.

The university has about 20,000 undergraduate students and about 5,000
postgraduate students. It has more than 1,600 teaching staff, half of whom are
professors and associate professors.
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