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Cultural Reading

Passage &
How The Bible Fits into English History

In English history, William the Conqueror, a French speaker, crowned himself king of
England on Christmas day in 1066. His French supporters became the upper classes lording
over Anglo-Saxon natives, who spoke dialects of an old form of German. A pidgin became
necessary. Three hundred years later, it was that pidgin, now a creole that we call Middle
English, in which Geoffrey Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales. Grammatically, it sounded
childish and embarrassingly simple. Phonologically, it sounds like a comical collision of
glottal German and nasal French, but that collision left speakers with a large and colorful
word-base and, unlike the French, no compulsion to protect the purity of their language.
Therefore , they borrowed words from other languages or made up new ones as needed, building
the word-base still further. In that same period, Guienburg developed a movable type press on
the Continent which had increased the supply of books, including The Bible, lowered their
cost, and subsequently increased the literacy rates of English speakers. However, early Bible
translators were burned at the stake for daring to write God’s word in this vulgar creole, vet by
1539, Henry Vl required Bibles be available in each parish in what linguists call Early Modern
English.

At this point, their language is becoming worthy of God. He spoke this creole to create the
heavens and the earth. Jesus prayed in it. Therefore, the people of England could too. By
1549 the Latin liturgy was translated into the English book of Common Prayer.

Additionally in this era, several external forces converged to elevate perceptions of
English. Firstly, there was William Shakespeare, whose use of this once-laughable creole
language created characters that came 1o life on the stage, whether they be kings or paupers,
capturing the bawdy and the sublime in one language with inventive wordplay and clever
metaphor. The poetry of its sounds and rhythm of its meter rendered this creole musical , even
beautiful.

Secondly, in 1588 the British Navy defeated a much larger Spanish fleet sent by King
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Phillip to force the English to restore a Catholic to the throne. For many English believers, the
victory unified them, confirming that this God that now spoke English was on their side.

Thirdly, James came to the throne in 1601, an English-speaking king calling for an
authorized translation of The Bible for all English Christians. English had risen from the
marketplace to the throne, to the scholars of the land involved in the translation to the very
heights of heaven.

This status of the authorized version, backed by scholarship and government, and its
widespread availability contributed to (i) the formalization of English, both in the nation-wide
establishment of standards for spelling, usage and grammar, and (ii) the slowing of
foundational changes within the language, a natural result of printing on a language. One need
only look at the continued use of Thee and Thou in religious songs and prayers to recognize that
reluctance of English-speaking culture to move too far from the language of the KJV ( King
James Version of The Bible).

Since it first appeared, the KJV has emerged as what Geddes MacGregor called “the most
influential version of the most influential book in the world, in what is now its most influential
language. ™ Part of that elevation of English from laughable creole to its status 400 years later

must be attributed to the linguistic influence of the King James Version.

_ugv, Word Bank

conqueror [ 'konkara] n. AEMRE, LA

dialect [ 'daiglekt] n. # &, Li&

pidgin [ 'pidzin] n. (EF HAXEFTH ARG REABENY) REET

creole [ 'krizoul ] adj. ZEZRRAM; LERRIEN n LERRA; AEZRARE
phonologically [ founa’lodzikoli] adv. &% (KF42) kAW

comical [ 'komikal] adj. 4F %65, FHes; BRRAG,; LA

collision [ ka'lizn] n. 34, %, Kk

glottal ['glotl] adj. #Fi164; AENLXFEH

nasal [ 'neizl| adj. W & stake [steik ] n. #E, 4, KA
vulgar [ ‘valga (r) | adj. /4649, #1565, 1K 8
parish [ 'peerif ] n. #K liturgy ['litodzi] n. (EEEHE) kP

converge [ kon'vordz] v. BE; £P

pauper [popa (r) ] n. FA, HRK; L FTEHA

bawdy [ 'boidi] adj. 1&%484, TFiied

sublime [ sa’blaim] adj. #&Hy; Haas; FEARM; AANLE, AASY
metaphor [ ‘metofa (r) ] n. Fa%r meter [ ‘mitta (r) ] n. #4542
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1. (%#%) (The Bible)

(R2) RUAPIEESN (AFEREHH . KEH. REH. RREFFZE) R
gz, g (IR (The Old Testament) 5 (Hi#964:) (The New Testament) #H
i, (IBAXRRY BRKEBES, (FAX%) RERBRAE LR 6 517 e
Btk (HAE, AR 2 20F RN GRAXE) MBS, (E&) Bk
REER—F5, EiERMRESEEMEERRET (X4) M (RLHEH).

2. Anglo-Saxon

B e AHTE# (Anglo-Saxon) & IHZEHIF] 1066 ‘i RAEMRZ (], A6 T KAS
AR AR AR X, (B S . MR EALEA R K. BIIERIERHAEMEESTE, %
PR AN R =B KH S E—K A HE 2R E A (Angles)
M (Jutes) PAKK A ZJGFRAE T B ARHLIX A9 RGEA A (Saxons) BY)5 .

[Passage | @
British Religion

The United Kingdom guarantees its citizens religious freedom without interference from the
state or the community, and most of the world’s religions have followers in Britain.

The United Kingdom has two established churches: the Church of England and the Church
of Scotland. An established church is the legally recognized official church of the state. The
Church of England, also called the Anglican Church, is a Protestant Episcopal Church. It is
the parent body of churches belonging to the Anglican Communion, which includes the
Episcopal Church of the United States. The Church in Wales and the Church of Ireland, once
members of the Church of England, belong to the Anglican Communion but are not the official
churches of their states.

The Church of England claims to be an apostolic church, meaning it traces a direct line of
bishops back to the 12 apostles of Jesus. Anglicans also speak of themselves as a catholic or
universal church, with a lowercase ¢, meaning that their beliefs are intended for humankind as
a whole. Since its inception in the 16th century, the Church of England has debated how close
its practices should be to those of the Roman Catholic Church. The history of the Church of
England is marked by the division between High Church, with practices that favor Roman
Catholicism, and Low Church, with practices that are more Protestant. In the last quarter of the

20th century, the Anglican Church was involved in a serious controversy over the ordination
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of women, which it finally allowed in 1992, and in 1994 the first women were ordained as
priest in the Anglican Church. This action caused many Anglican cleries and lay people to
convert to Roman Catholicism.

The British monarch, who must be a member of the Anglican Church, holds the titles of
Supreme Governor of the Church of England and Defender of the Faith. The monarch appoints
archbishops and bishops upon the advice of the prime minister, who consults a commission
that includes both lay people and clergy. Two archbishops and 24 senior bishops sit in the
House of Lords. The archbishop of Canterbury holds the title of Primate of All England ( F=#{
1< ) ; another archbishop presides as York. Changes in church ritual can only be made with the
consent of Parliament. About 20 percent of the estimated 8. 4 million churchgoers in Britain are
Anglicans.

The established church in Scotland is the Church of Scotland, which is Preshyterian. The
Presbyterian Church ({<#%(4£3) is governed by courts composed of ministers and elders. The
Church of Scotland is not subjected to state control. It is the principal religious group in
Scotland and has about 715,000 members.

Besides the two established churches, there are many other religious groups in the United

Kingdom.

&
=\ Word Bank

communion [ ka'mjuinjon] n. &3 H K

apostolic [ @pas’tolik | adj. 1&#44

bishop [ 'bifop] n. F %

apostle [9'posal | n. (A-) (B4a9) 1k, FHAERaGiEHT
catholic [ 'ke@alik ] adj. XK E#; GiE—Inty; AFFH,; REREY
lowercase [ loua’keis] n. B FEH; 55k

inception [in'sepfon] n. 44, %, i

controversy [ 'kontravarsi] n. IR, ik

ordination [ ordi'neifon] n. [ F] FIRIAE; 1£6; 5%, HRFR
ordain [ o:'dein] v. fE4 (EA) AP, BF (XA) FW

cleric [ 'klerik ] n. 4&05, 334, APHA R

lay [lei] adj. $@#it (A3 TFTHRAR) 8, Lo

archbishop [ aitf'bifop] n. (K H#HL6H) K EH

monarch [ ‘monok| n. BE, #E; BREH%KLE

clergy ['klowdzi] n. (AIRREKEAM) 207, H+
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A soiRssE

Ak 2 &4 (the Anglican Church)

Hikkg 22 % /N2 (JRFR the Church of England) , 7E35F R AfE (Henry VII) AR
TH L (Pope) MG, MILEEEEX 4 FRTREEHMBEEFERE. £
AYE, B EE TR, KRG hEE L I A R AL K
(archbishops) FITA £#. HEEHANERKREETED, HRERSHE 1K
WAE, T E A KR AR R E

YRR 2 B NP K FE O IR A 8 K 2280 (the Archbishop of Canterbury)
M 5E K40 (the Archbishop of York), A B4 R[] 4 BUX 0 E8, KEHMAHE K EHLE
HiR 2L RN SRS SR, HR A KT8 I 3% (bishops) . 3 [{H—4
W ERA — D K (cathedral ), T HAAEE (county) 3 E A E@EH A (church),
PR 22 LN SO R FRFAS IS Y, 1987 50 If ok 2 20 S v LAk 10 2 41 24 4
Jii—HR . c4EE, REIFZHE R R LR L A S —E, B R LB WO S
T8, BIRTEZDREH, LR

‘Passage @
Higher Education and Universities in Britain

Higher education, also known as tertiary education, constitutes an important part of the
British education system. Higher education in Britain is not compulsory and students have to
pay tuition and fees.

There are also many polytechnics, usually known as colleges, which are largely vocational
to give students further education by teaching sciences and applied technology. An education
act passed in 1992 raised the status of these colleges to universities. Britain founded the Open
University in 1969, which offers courses taught through correspondence, television and radio
programs.

Colleges and universities provide necessary training for individuals wishing to enter
professional careers. They also strive to develop students™ creativity and analytical skills. By
providing students with an intellectually stimulating environment, colleges and universities
prepare students for future careers. They give students critical thinking and problem-solving
skills. Most professions, such as engineering, teaching, law, medicine, and information
science, require higher education qualification in Britain.

Each British university has its own governing council composed of some businessmen, a
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few politicians and several professors. The chairman of the council is normally called
Chancellor who is usually a prominent public person. The Chancellor gets no pay from the
university, for he is only a figurehead. But the university benefits from his prestige. The
effective chief is the Vice-Chancellor who is usually a professional academic. He is in charge of
the day-to-day administration work.

Universities and colleges select their first-year students according to the students’ grades of
examination performance. Some colleges admit a few students for special purposes, such as
students with special skills or from families of eminent citizens who are usually generous
donors. All university students have to pay tuition, fees and living costs. But students from less
well-off families are entitled to financial assistance from the local authority of the place where
they live. The money, known as grants towards the cost of university education, is enough to
pay the full costs, including the cost of lodging and food. Most students, poor or rich, try to
earn some money by taking jobs in summer for six weeks. Besides, all the university students
are entitled to borrow money from banks. They need not repay the loan until they have found a
job after graduation.

Most students prefer to choose those universities that are far away from their homes. About
90% of the university students are not local residents. In most cases the university’s halls of
residence can only accommodate hall of the students. The rest of the students have to live,
three or two together, in rented flats outside the campus. Some universities have very old halls
in which meals are provided. But the newly-built halls of residence are separated from
kitchens. Campus residence halls provide common settings for students to form new bonds with
peers.

English universities have different syllabuses. And the academic standards they set for
students also vary. But efforts are being made to achieve uniformity of standards of all
universities. The principal method is to employ outside examiners for all university
examinations. Degree titles are based on courses and credits. First-degree ( bachelor) courses
require full-time attendance. The most common titles for a first degree are Bachelor of Arts
(BA) and Bachelor of Science (BSc), granted to students who have passed examinations at
the end of three or four years’ study. But medical and veterinary courses usually require five or
six years of study.

Bachelors’ degree is of two levels: Honor and Pass. The Honor’s degree, granted to
graduates who excel in academic performance, is further divided into the first class ( about
15% ) , upper second class (about 30% ), and lower second (about 40% ). Some 15% of
university students fail to win the first degree at the end of three or four years™ study.

The first post-graduate degree is that of Master, including Master of Arts ( MA) and
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Master of Science ( MSc). These degrees are usually awarded at the end of one and a half
vears’ full-time study after the Bachelor’s degree is attained. Oxford and Cambridge University
grant the Master of Art’s degree to every student at the end of the seventh year from his first

admission.

. Word Bank

tertiary [ 'tozfori] adj. % =489, % =4

polytechnics [ poliz’tekniks ] n. #2 L 5% (polytechnic 9 % 33 & 4% )
chancellor [ "tfamsalo (r) ] n. XK E; (EEKF6) SEKRK

prominent [ 'prominont ] adj. A 4h; F Leh; LY

figurehead [ 'figohed ] n. # % &% &

eminent [ ‘eminant] adj. o %y, TALFH

grant [graint] n. RK; ABhe; KLY (M=, B, AR, 4AHF)
hall of residence %25

accommodate [ o'komadeit] v. @&y------ FAAELL; RS (SRR, BIEF)
syllabus [ ‘silobas] n. &5 K49, RARMA; (L F0) HF, #M; REEL
uniformity [ jumni'formoti] n. ¥4 H; £8, RETiL; R, —4
veterinary [ 'vetnri| adj. & E#%
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Elizabeth [ (1533 - 1603 ) was the daughter of Henry VIl and his second wife, Anne
Boleyn, whose marriage with the king was the immediate cause of the reform of the church in
England.

Elizabeth suffered a lot in her early years. Before she was three years old, her mother was
put to death for alleged adultery and the marriage was declared invalid. As a result,
Elizabeth’s birth became illegitimate and she subsequently lost her claim to the English
throne. Elizabeth lived in danger and was once imprisoned in the Tower of London. Her
opponents pressed hard for her execution because, they argued, her very birth identified her
with the anti-papal tendency. But Elizabeth was clever enough to know what to do to escape
danger. She wisely attended Mass which was restored under the reign of Queen Mary, her half-
sister. Her intelligence and good command of several foreign languages, such as Greek, Latin,
French, Italian, and Spanish, also contributed to her popularity. On Mary’s death (1558),
therefore, Elizabeth’s succession to the English throne was received with general welcome.
Elizabeth’s reign witnessed the growth of English nationalism and great achievements in
literature and in battle.

Generally speaking, Elizabeth [ was able to work with Parliament, but there were also
problems. Parliament, for example, wished its customary right of free speech confirmed in
writing; and it wanted to have the right to discuss important questions at will, not by the king’s
invitation. FElizabeth regarded the demand of Parliament as violations of her prerogative.

Elizabeth’s religious reform was a compromise of views. She repudiated the papal
supremacy over religious affairs by declaring herself “defender of the faith” in England. She
broke religious ties with Rome and restored the independence of the Church of England, but
she kept to Catholic doctrines and practices. Confronted with troubling religious conflicts,
Elizabeth tried to create a society where * there should be outward conformity to the
Established Religion, but that opinion should be left free. " She imposed The Book of Common
Prayer, the English selection of The Bible, on all churches in England, but at the same time
she tolerated secret dissenters who were allowed to use prayer hooks of their own choice at
home. Her moderate religious policy was unacceptable either to the extreme Protestants known
as Puritans or to ardent Catholics.

Externally, Elizabeth successfully played off against each other the two great Catholic

powers, France and Spain. She made political use of the offers of marriage alliance made by



