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Introduction of the Author
—Wu Xinfeng
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A THOUSAND OF THE SAME CITY
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"The rules hadn't been changed for sixty years , but the cities have transformed completely, which causes badly similarity of Chinese cities"

What tfime is the end of "singularity of all cities"

An interview with Wu Xinfeng

A THOUSAND OF THE SAME CITY

@ The world is shocked by the transformation of China in 30 years, especially the metropolises such as Beijing and Shanghai, of which the

modernization can compete with New York.

® China has publicized and been proud of its five thousand years of historical culture. However, it is hardly to see the brilliance of the five

thousand years of historical culture.

® When | walk through the metropolises of China, | even can't know which country | am in if without Chinese characters and pedestrians.
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A sunny morning in May, 2011, we visited Tianhai Planning in the 16th floor of Huakun Building and had a dialogue with Wu Xinfeng in his office.

People always expect that planning can make the public space beautiful, comfortable and agreeable. However, the
reality is so ridiculous that most of the so called "planning" is turning out to be ruin. "Planning is becoming the assassin
of urban charm"
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that he presented many valuable suggestions to urban construction
of Beijing City. However, his suggestions were not adopted until
1993 when the proposal of Beijing urban design came back to Liang
Sicheng's ideas

Newtarget : |s Tiar t?

WU : Yes, we believe that the creative urban design should be
thematic, original and shocked. The proposal should be of the core
and theme of describing urban orientation, and innovation and
uniqueness of urban nitectures and landscape with creative

elements from cultural background and considering public visual and

audlifory sense.

At the same time, the integration of fashion and ethnicity should be

focused on while make the

:sign. Ethnicity is neither contradictory
against fashion, nor the symbol of backwardness. Ethnicity can
be absolutely transformed into fashionable mainstay if developed
reasonably to lead people to experience the integration of fashion and
ethnicity through time and space.

Tianhai unites the specialties of scheming, planning, architecture,
design, 3D display and animation to complete a project entirely
from the resources assessment, background analysis to strategic
orientation, layout, architecture and animation display, with the hope
to avoid the disadvantages of present profession with a brand—new
operation concept and mode.

Newtarget : What is a nice city like in your mind ?

WU : "Martin Robain said:"We talked more about economic increase,
industry development, but seldom gave comment from the views
of human when it comes to cites hundred of years ago. Now we
recognize that cities are constructed for human who is the most
important elements of the cities. A city is charming or not mainly
depending on if local people feel agreeable and comfortable "

Vienna and music, Rotterdam and voyage, Copenhagen and fairy
tales, and Venice and water—a successful city should be of its
character and charm, and the union on the basis of its own cultural
tradition, social custom and folk styles. It is said that the sculptures of
French Parliament building carry a lot of dust and bird droppingshas
as they have not been cleaned for one or two hundred years, which |
learned when | traveled in France. It is a kind of respect and pride of
their own culture, and worth the planners learning.

A nice city should not be of rapid GDP increase only, but of striking
characters, accumulated culture, clear historical tradition, convenient
and comfortable environment, and sustainable development. It
is absolutely not a nice city which is filled of confusion, damage,
disappointment and desperation even with dense tall buildings.

The "China Newsweek" and Sina net have ever made a investigation named "Your Ideals of the City" on internet, among 16 877 informants,
29.46% of them hope their cities with "beautiful looks and art sense", and 38.38% of the informants hope that the cities they lived are with more
than 200 years history when they are asked "how old do you hope your city is". Most of them said except the economic factor, what they can't
stand is "life is lack of alternation" once they leave the cities. 69% netizen are no more than 35 years old according to the statistics issued by the
Fifteenth China Internet Report, thus, the urban "charm" of diversity, historical connotation and aesthetic taste has become the modern youth's
preference of value. We are eager for rich and beautiful life, but what we aspire more is substantial and dignity. We have the right to expect a
better urban civilization, so that we are looking forward to Wu Xinfeng's practices.
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"China's urbanization and America's development of high—-tech will
be the two great themes to impact profoundly human development in

21st century".
The winner of the Nobel Prize on economy—Stiglitz
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Secondly, the phenomenon of urbanization of the tourism planning is
severe, and people pay more attention to technology, but ignore culture.
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