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Preface

The architecture of modern times in Shanghai
was co-created by the first generation of Chinese
modern architects and numerous foreign architects.
L.E.Hudec (1893-1958) was undoubtedly the
pioneer of the new architecture in Shanghai. He
was good at learning from world architecture
and captured the spirit of the time. Like an
encyclopedia of architecture style, his style had
gone through neo-classicism, expressionism, Art
Deco and modernism, which not only reflected
the direct European and American influences, but
also the architect’s personal creativity. Hudec has
left behind a lot of work that is remarkable in
Shanghai's architecture history. He was fostered
by Shanghai and he created the modern style for
Shanghai.

Hudec came to Shanghai in 1918 and worked
for American architect firm R.A. Curry. They co-
designed Normandie Apartments, American Club,
Union Building of the Joint Savings Society among
others, which were nearly all classical revival style,
but some of his personal style was formed here.

In 1925, Hudec opened his own architect com-
pany, and in 1930s reached the zenith of his
career. Along with the emergence of international
style, his architecture had undergone a significant
transformation. He became the most remarkable
protagonist of new architecture in Shanghai,
which first appeared in the Christian Literature
Society Building in 1932 — an expressionist office
building with certain Gothic detail. Its form and
brown tile made the building quite simple but also
magnificent.

The Grand Theatre with a strong modern style

was completed in 1933 which meant an overall
transformation of Hudec's style. His new style has
been paid more and more attention in architectural
field, making him the most influential architect
in Shanghai. In December 1934, the Park Hotel,
with its height of 83.8 meters opened, which
was almost a copy of the American skyscrapers
of 1930s. Its new form mixed with modern and
expressionist architectural language, along with its
structure and mechanical engineering, represented
the highest level of excellence in Shanghai and
in the Far East. As one of the masterpieces of
Shanghai modern architecture, D.V.Woo's residence
with large curved windows and horizontal stream
lines was completed in 1938. Its design captured
the mainstream international style.

His main style is reflected in the integrated
geometry, varied form, rich detail and original
ideas. His thinking never dried out, and among his
more than fifty projects, the motive has never been
the same, which is indeed rare for an architect.

For the last 14 years, Dr. Hua Xiahong has
devoted herself to the study of Hudec and his
architecture. Among numerous researchers, she
was excellent. The Shanghai Hudec Architecture
has shown the essence of Hudec's projects,
which is also one part of the essence of Shanghai
architecture. To know Hudec, is to know the history
of Shanghai and the city’s future.

Loy 5 il

5th. December, 2012
9



— S——
T
o
T e
=

i

i
i

v o
R
i

Wil
Py 11
MR

L

0

|




LR SRIL i
1 A

—RSNEBIT, — B THIKIE,
rEREMSZH 29 F (1918-1947) [d,
BRIEAT 50 4N (B 4k#85T 100 1#) ,
HeF 25 PMME (S48 5018) 25
JEWIA LETHRFERLER, BRR
EERASEXMRIPEN. XLTE
FBEAA RE BER. RE. B,
2R, I A8, £ REZELZ
KA, IMEBFHAEX FTPEX.
EHER. RMWEX. WA E X
EXERERE, KAMNINERIHLIE
EEIEBHEIEIMO. SPARE L
MiERBBZS. MEZL. 9Hz .
REzE, EHRERE EhAEZH.

EARFEME, X420 4 30 &
KREBRXFURNERBPLE, 70 BF
FEERMARNEAEEN “LERR
IB”, EEFMERMMHIMERT). &£
WM. BICEHEEP, B ABZA,
FRBIET “WHEE" FERED
EEFREREERNRIPESERITR.

AN EE, HNEREEMH
A? EXRMEIFEFHEEESHIE?
1AGARIR7 0 ¢ I A0 A

MEA—GEBREZTF~ENE
H, M : SBATESEARE, K

FAEERNT, NETEEMIRL.
20 tHE =+ HERBIER LBET
BERNME. BiER SR TNRANH
T, ZEREANRSHL. R OFT
Wrily, 54129, £3%. BRIFRERM
KET. 2FEHN. AORBE. Rk
Bt W AR A R -
1927 (L) 2 1937 H£(° =
B BR) REEBETHBRREAREN
RENHE, MPEThERSEX—R
HERTMhe0% MiER, EFEER
ERsMERRE. KEEXKRR. 7
RE. EEFEERES, MREXE
EHEEMIEIT, HEABIMER.
2 {GATININA < 0%, PR %0
EREERFIINBRITEEZH,
NI EEE. BE. Fwih. B
ESRAERE, BEREBFE—HIR
%, MEREERMZINES. EEN
b, 7ELBSREEBNINEZHSE
MALRR R FA AL T B AR =
A, BEARREERNBESLE
EREEHHTXP—PIREMEANE
BES54YFERESE, HHEMREZHN
Xt Fth 2 E A H R AR INEIRITAL
W——AFETHETILL, RAHBR

1"




MEEMD T BXFESFHAE, B
EHBREREREE.

AFFTREGEM T, 7201
22 20 FERINER R SR AL, K
FREYHARBAEBEIT ST RBAE
XA R, SBARIELELTIER
firsk, #thEILRE. theEEKH
AE, hRhgHE £ K BHEEA
MEEF AISMNERT R, SRATF
TRERYUNREREEEMR. T,
XRmEMRSET PELENGFE, F
BHRET RAHAER.

MBFEIMERRTRERBEZFE
B ‘IR TREYIE, ERRRERA (i
RE—2# WRRXZERIDOFHR,
th2 ESHNER, PENTR. ERX
Fieh P30 4 49 SR BRIA SE AR E 1F I
BN RFBUEHISR -

R REZHUHENEFZE,
hRIER LM XEE. AFFTE
BRETHRINARE, FHREHERE
0K, E5fEhERTREMRL
EEEMRE ARS8, e
BRAKEMEFAKR, ZEREMHRL
Bl E S

HEEZ T, BEEDAIERIATE AN
BieF &LV FZ[E, MMRATDHARR

12

BiTET, RITRABHLEEHEERE. &
SRR, BLEFRS KA R
X BFFLE, WHERARFRA,
BHER, A AETREROEDEMG "R
WRBEHES EARSNEE

A, PEVEERRETSS,
SRIATEEAATRAMBL T A%, X
MENDBREDHEMA BEK" 5
71, LLWBRERREXF L RAER
#, Wl FRRIHHREER AT ER-

EAlF. mERXA. KB RR.
"B FAAERE, MEBETAAZITH
XUESMERORHEMD, o
BRI L RN HE LB HtbE
RIFEAFE, LHENFHEXNME
WEXBARBRER, £LBERE
REFRERINR L -

A, BRRFHEAISRETARRE
HAABBUA R, iS5 PEMSTIXL
RN EES, REMERMFIRS,
HIERIIUA R B IFFINE R IR A
ARTHEESEALR. hbRHFE
RIRBTRSTLEERER, RitH
BIHMEHEREE LBRTHRAE
FRE, FARFRARSHESG MM
MHREEARANEBE. X 56K
Mk MENRKEXBRENDEER



REBNHERAIMEHREOER.
EXE, BERHBRAERETE

WERBHRR, EREE, ZIREH

Hath2E BRI M-

3 ARATINAELSE « MRIHT 24

ABRFEETHRE “PirmH”
EFENSHERTUESHNEEEM
—7H, 0L =+FREUFEE
AREXBAEHERTEZRTL
MFENEDELRANY. BRERERSR
RETRICEKAMAHLELI, BBk TH
HREREELEH PINEUTAREE Lt
BriziRE-

A—7E, BTIERSHE, BHTF
NAXEHEINE, AT ET T AKE
BE. BA. BR. EHEHLAH,
XAMREFRMBT FENEM

EFRPESQFF. HFEKEE
RRERMIZRNES LT RER
HEBA AR B — NN

FESLERTIHMNERRO, B
MEHIIE PN HERRATFRF AL
R B HROTUALF. STk
i, EERRURZEM. LRHETH
B, XEERME LML ESE
R HRIRTE AR

ZH TN\ FHELRHRME
BFASFTHSEN, MERRMHA
EE2hBERERERRREMN, "BiER
HfE3" TETESE

—PABNBEARTBWEST
—EHTHGE, —PMANAESHER
REMYBEE T —EHTHEES5E
R, BRE—BAIFREAEIMSZ RN
SanLehE B B9 A M A R LR R .

BRIASERIfE S, th2 EigEmiL
pfEEr.






'The Making of an Architect

Lészl6 Hudec (LészI6 Edvard Hudec, or Ladislaus
Edward Hudec) can only be described as a legend.
As one of foreign architects who fled his native
Austro-Hungary country during troubled times,
he ended up stamping his class on more than
50 projects, including more than 100 buildings,
during his 29-year (1918 to 1947) stay in a city
far away from home. Among them, 25 projects
have been listed as Shanghai Excellent Historical
Buildings. His signature work, the Park Hotel, is
counted as a national heritage.

His works have been varied — from offices,
hotels, hospitals, churches, cinemas, schools,
factories, apartments to private residences that
were a kaleidoscope of styles including classicism,
eclecticism, expressionism, Art Deco, modernism,
regionalism, etc. The buildings are located all
around the city, from the Bund area to western
suburbs and even in northern Shanghai's Wu
Song Kou, the confluence of the Huangpu and
Yangtze Rivers. The sheer quantity, quality and
variety of Hudec's works were a rarity even by
world standards, especially in the history of
architecture.

Over seven decades later, Hudec continues to hold
sway over the intelligentsia as he did when he
lived in Shanghai in the 1930s, frequently referred
to in newspaper articles, in TV programs and at
exhibitions. He has a devoted group of followers
who passionately research, preserve and renovate

his architectural relics.

How did Hudec come to enjoy his legendary
status in a foreign land, especially as he arrived
with almost nothing in his pocket? Why does he
continue to attract new followers even in the 21th
century? Below are possibly some of the reasons.
Right Time, Right City

A hero is nothing but a product of his time.
Hudec, it seems, was at the right place and at
the right time and was engaged in the right
occupation.

Shanghai was a booming city in the 1920s
and 1930s. As the largest Asian city of its
time, Shanghai was also the biggest center
for trade, finance and industry in the Far East
and one of the four metropolitan cities along
with New York, London and Paris. The dynamic
economy, the soaring population and the speedy
urbanization had led to a boom in real estate
and construction.

The period especially between 1927 to 1937
was "a golden decade" for Shanghai's urban
and architectural development, during which time
Hudec had completed 60 percent of his works,
including his most famous Park Hotel, the Grand
Theatre and Moore Memorial Church among
others.

Marginalized, Modern and Diversified
In the early last century, Shanghai attracted
a galaxy of talents from around the world,
15



