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Speech at the International Symposium on Sustain-
able Development of Mountainous Human Settle-
ments and Eco-Environments

Chen Xunru Vice Governor

The Distinguished Experts, Representatives, ladies and Gentlemen

The International Symposium on Sustainable Development of Mountainous Human Settlement 2001 is now opening
in the Spring City Kunming in the fine Autumn Season. It is of great significance for our province to push forward the
improvement of the mountainous settlement, eco-environment and our sustainable development in the light of this
symposium. Here I'd like to express our warm greetings to the Symposium on behalf of the People’s Government of
Yunnan and express our sincere welcome to the friends from at home and abroad.

The Earth is the common home of the whole world. Mountains are the fundamental factors that sustain the whole
lives on the earth crust. On this planet at least 1/5 of the land surface is covered with mountains. Approximately 1/10 of
the world population is living in hilly and mountainous regions. Over 1/10 of the world population totally lives on such
mountainous resources as streams, agriculture, forestry, mining and multi-biology.

Almost half of the world fresh water needed by human beings comes from mountainous areas.

A great deal of natural culture, nature and human cultural landscape are turned out from the mountainous areas.

This symposium is held at the time when the International Mountainous year is coming in 2002. With our joint
efforts it will exercise great effects on our mountainous settlements and Sustainable Development of our Eco-environment.

Ours is a mountainous province with the Northwest 6,740 meters above sea level and the Southeast 76.4 meters
about sea level. There are high mountains, deep valleies, rivers and high table lands. The mountainous area covers an area
of 94% of the total area of the province. This specific geographical location, a varied topography and a multi-climate
make the province rich in bio-resources, mineral resources, water resources, hydropower resources and tourist resources.
There are 26 Nationalities in our—province. Every Nationalily has its splendid long historical culture with a colorful
humane landscape.

Over 60% of the population lives in the mountainous areas. In the long practice of conquering the nature, and
reforming the nature, they have achieved Co-developing between human and nature in their production and living. The
people in the mountainous area are engaged in improving their settlement and bio-environment. They give out their
plowing sloping fields to grow grass and trees. They maintain the economic developing way in accordance with eco-
environment in harmony, they maintain the exploitation in combine with transforming mountains, They are seeking ways
for sustainable development so as to have a better use of the mountainous resource, to improve eco-environment and raise
the living standard of the mountainous people through a comprehensive way of transforming the mountains, rivers, fields,
forests, roads and villages.

We are clearly aware of the poor natural conditions, the complex geographical feature, a poor economic condition,
so it is especially important for us to learn from the advanced ideas and achievement of other provinces and other coun-
tries in mountainous human settlement and Eco-environment. This symposium will naturally push forward our work in
mountain Settlement and Eco-environment.

I sincerely hope that all the experts, participants give your valuable suggestions to our work.

May every expert and participant enjoy good health!

May this International Symposium a great success!

Thank you! F&ithf% &4+ Chen Xunru Vice Governor
ZREAANRE - HEEB ISR AL

The People’s Government of Yunnan Province

Wu Huashan Kunming China

Zip: China 650021
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Welcome Speech at the Symposium on Sustainable De-
velopment of Mountainous Human Settlement and
Eco-environment

Cheng Zhengning, Head of the Construction
Department of Yunnan Province

The Distinguished Experts, Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

What is more delighted than friends come from far away in the beautiful autumn season with all the chrysanthemums
in blossom. When the International Mountainous year is at heels, the experts from at home and abroad gather in Kunming
to have the international academic discussion to exchange their ideas on sustainable development of human mountainous
development. It is of great significance. Here on behalf of the Construction Department of Yunnan Province 10 like to
express our warm welcome to the participants, friends ladies and Gentlemen.

Just now the Vice-governor delivered a wonderful speech, I agree to what he said completely.

Mountainous regions are the hometown sustaining people’s lives. The Secretary-general of the United Nations in-
formed by letter every government, the concerned international organizations, regions and non-governmental organiza-
tions that the year 2002 is determined as the International Mountain Year. It should be especially pointed out that moun-
tainous regions are one of the essential components of the global life sustaining system. We place high hope on various
activities of the International Mountain Year. It will enable people see the essential roles that mountain regions play.
Through our joint efforts, we should protect the fragile eco-system and raise the developing level of mountain regions.

A Chinese saying goes like this: You see mountains when you open your doors. Yunnan province is a mountainous
Province with 94% of the total area of the province and only 6% of the basin and flatland. It is a real province of seeing
mountains when opening the door. So it is especially important for our province to research, make use of, exploit and
protect mountains. We should do a better job to our mountains. These are also very important for us to improve our human
settlement and eco-environment. We have fully aware of the importance of this. According to the deployment of the
Chinese Government and the Yunnan Provincial Government, we have worked out a train of thought of building the cities
and towns complying with mountains, occupying as less plowing fields as possible, Creating comfortable human settle-
ment and environment, maintaining eco-balance, doing a good job for our society and our coming generations under the
guiding of the strategy of western éxploitation and sustainable development. We have prepared the exhibition on [Jhe Red
Soil plateau, Our Hometown?during the symposium. This is only a part of our work. I am sure this symposium will push
forward our research work on sustainable development of mountainous human settlements. We’ll do still further work to
it.

Wish the Symposium a success!

May every participant enjoy good health and happiness during your staying in Kunming!

F2BUT JTH Cheng Zhengning Director
REAERRT - PEEHTTEER 209 5
Construction Department of Yunnan Government
No.209 Xichang Road Kunming China

Zip: China 650032
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Speech at the International Symposium on Sustainable
Development of Mountainous Human Settlements and
Eco-Environments

HE Tianchun
President of Kunming University of Science and Technology (KUST)
November 7th, 2001, Kunming, China

Your Excellency Vice Governor Chen,
Honorable Representatives and Experts,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Please allow me, to express my warm congratulations on the successful inauguration of the 2001 International
Symposium on Sustainable Development of Mountainous Human Settlements and Eco-Environments, here at Kunming
City, China, today, and extend my sincerest welcome to every respectable representative from different countries.

Mountainous areas occupy as one of the "braced systems" for human beings. In the ancient time of great antiquity,
our ancestors lived by generation to generation in the mountainous regions. In modern time, the mountainous human
settlements and eco-environments have a more important bearing on such issues as land exploration, resources exploitation,
soil and water conservation, disaster prevention and control, and environmental protection and improvement.

In June 1992, the UN held a summit conference on the World Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. The "21st Century Agenda" passed at that conference expounded the issues of mountainous regions with a
separate chapter. It shows the serious concern the international community attaches to the mountainous ecosystem.
Research institutions in many countries and regions put forward a proposal to the UNESCO, that the year of 2002 be "the
Year of International Mountainous Regions". Based on such a sound background, the significance of our conference here
today is no more clearer.

As His Excellency Vice Governor Chen mentioned, Yunnan Province is a typical mountainous plateau province. In
Yunnan, mountainous areas make up 94 percent of the total area, and the population in mountains constitutes 60 percent
of the total population. In addition to the most of the terrestrial species in the world found in Yunnan province, the rich
mineral and water resources, there are also abundant tourist resources in Yunnan, such as the unique and colorful natural
attractions, historical and cultural relics, and minority customs. The rich mountainous resources endow Yunnan with the
guaranteed background for sustainable social and economic development. In this sense, the research in mountainous
human settlements and eco-environments plays a more important and particular role for the development of Yunnan
Province.

Kunming University of Science and Technology (KUST) is a comprehensive university offering programs in
engineering, science, economics, management, arts and law, with engineering and a combination of science and engi-
neering as its strongest background. KUST ranks the largest university in Yunnan and offers a complete list of all levels
of the university programs. The university has a total student number of more than 23,000. Currently KUST comprises
19 faculties, 3 state authorized centers for post-doctoral studies, 8 Ph. D programs, 49 Master programs and 58 Bachelor
programs. The programs offered at KUST presently covers the areas closely related with the sustainable development of
mountainous settlements and eco-environments, such as planning, mineral exploration, water conservancy and hydropower,
civil engineering, architecture, biological resources, eco-environments, tourism development, economics, social science
and humanities. Therefore, KUST bears an unshirkable duty for the sustainable development of mountainous regions,
particularly for that of Yunnan Province. We are proud of it, and meanwhile we must be reminded each day of the
contributions we should make.

"Only one earth we have", and we human beings are no more than a part of the earth. We should make a harmonious




