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Research on trade protection

ideology in the process of
Chinas opening up (1979 —2005)

Abstract; Although the development of economic globalization and
trade liberalization requires States to remove the barriers hindering devel-
opment, to optimize the allocation of global resources, so as to achieve
lower costs and increase global welfare purposes. But we also see an in-
creasing number of developed countries in the world more or less imple-
menting protectionism explicitly or implicitly. China as a developing
country , whether before or after the accession to the WTO can not avoid
trade protection, but the exploration and research to protection of our
trade theory has lagged far behind that of the practice of international
trade protection, is a corollary to the interests of the Chinese on trade
and trade disputes with respect passive.

Most of domestic literature on trade strategy and policy focuses on a-
nalysis and research the trade strategies, specific policy in a period. In
recent years the literature has focused on the upgrade of comparative ad-
vantage, the political economy of trade, the handling of trade friction
and the introduction of the new trade theory. The research on different i-
deological lines and the convergence and coupling of different trade poli-

cy ideological in Chinas economic development process is relative scarci-



ty, and this is precisely the point of this essay and research perspective
lies.

Reviewing and summarizing the Chinese trade protection ideas can
fill the lacking of existing domestic trade theoretical studies, expand the
studying area and scope of Chinas economic ideological history. On the
other hand, we can learn from history, cause a rational reflection on the
reality of trade protection and right judgment on the future trade protec-
tion strategies, and provide some alternative ideas and suggestions to im-
prove and regulate our trade protection. We undertake the research of
this issue based on these opinions, its of a certain level of academic sig-
nificance and value both in theory and in practice.

This thesis divided trade protection theory into three subjects in
time sequence: the trade protection theory, trade protection strategies
and trade protection policies. In support of the theory of trade protec-
tion, there emerged different trade protection strategies and trade protec-
tion policies, trade protection policy is the sum of various measures and
means of a country in the quest for its trade interests, it is implemented
based on the a certain trade theory guidance and strategic objectives.
The basic elements are as follows:

Chapter 1: Introduction. First note the reason and the academic
and practical significance of this selection of subjects, recalling the do-
mestic situation of the study about such issues, and outlined the research
object, the main contents, basic structure and framework and the re-
search methods used.

Chapter 2; The Western sources of China trade protection ideology.
Introducing the mainstream trade protection theories of Western countries
since the industrialization, including mercantilism, the protection of in-

fant industries, “center — periphery” theory, strategic protection, man-
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agement trade protection. This is the basis of the evolution of China’s
trade protection theory.

Chapter 3; The historical evolution of China trade protection ideolo-
gy. Analysis the changes of Chinese trade protection ideology from mod-
ern times to the reform and opening up. Chapter 4: The trade protection
ideology in earlier opening up. The theoretical discussion and contend in
earlier opening up about the international division of labor and compara-
tive advantage, stimulated different concept of trade protection strate-
gies, including import substitution, export substitution and hybrid strate-
gies, etc. Influenced by these theories and strategies, motivated Chinas
policy to protect infant industries.

Chapter 5: Trade protection ideology during market economic tran-
sition period. I put forward the philosophy of dynamic comparative ad-
vantage and the national competitive advantage in theory, and re — posi-
tion the strategy, consider how to favor the interests of Chinas trade by
reference the Western strategic trade policy.

Chapter 6: The modest trade protection ideology after Chinas WTO
era. Chinas trade protection will be subject to the multilateral trading
system and other international trade rules after 2002, the theoretical in-
novation accelerates, we established the strategy of how to deal with
trade frictions and disputes. Influenced by theory and strategy, Chinese
scholars studied the management trade policy, provided the ideological
foundation for moderate trade protection effect.

Chapter 7; The review on Chinas trade protection ideology. Review
and assessment of the overall evolutionary trajectory of China$s trade pro-
tection ideology; analysis the background and environment faced Chinas
trade protection ideology, probe the starting point and motivations of Chi-

na$ trade protection ideology from the economics perspective, and illus-



trate theoretic logic of the transition of Chinas trade protection ideology
from another angel.

Subject to the limit of research time and knowledge, although I
have devoted the greatest number of energy, this study will still exist
many imperfections, these will be improved and refined constantly in the
follow — up study.

Key words: trade protection, comparative advantage, infant indus-

tries protection, strategic trade policy, management trade system
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