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Unit

1
Automobiles

Background

1. World Famous Car Manufacturers:

The first car manufacturers in the world were the German Mercedes-Benz (1881), and the French
Peugeot (1891) and Panhard & Levassor (1889) . Now there are many manufacturers worldwide, and
among them, some of the greatest and most successful are:

(1) Audi (#5d1): Audi is a German car manufacturer that has been in the market since 1899 and is
headquartered in Ingolstadt, Bavaria, Germany.

(2) BMW (52 1): BMW (Bavarian Motor Works) is a German automobile manufacturing company that
has been in the market since 1916.

(3) Buick (%l 5¢): David Dunbar Buick founded the Buick automobile company in 1903. It is situated in
Detroit, Michigan, USA and has markets in the United States, Canada, China, Qatar, Kuwait, Israel,
and other countries and regions.

(4) Cadillac (2Lt 47 77): Cadillac was founded by Henry M. Leland in 1902 in Detroit, Michigan, USA.
General Motors (GM) is the parent company and owner of Cadillac.

(5) Ferrari (#:474]): In 1947, Enzo Ferrari founded his auto company which has been manufacturing
sports cars. Its biggest success story has been Formula One (—Z 7 f2:UFE4-).

(6) Ford Motor Company (#4574 /\ rl): Ford Motor Company was founded by Henry Ford on
June 16, 1903. It produces mainstream/performance vehicles and automotive parts. It is situated in
Dearborn, Michigan, USA.

(7) General Motors Corp. (ifii /175 %472+ vi]): General Motors Corp. was founded by William C. Durant
in 1908. It is the world’s second largest automaker. It is situated in Detroit, Michigan, USA. GM is
serving worldwide.

(8) Honda Motor Co., Ltd. (4< [117% %/ ii]): Honda Motor Co., Ltd. was founded by Soichiro Honda (74
[H%%—HpB) on September 24, 1948 and it is situated in Minato, Tokyo, Japan. It produces cars, trucks,
motorcycles, scooters, ATVs, electrical generators, robots, marine equipment, jets and jet engines,
and lawn and garden equipment. Honda and Accura are its car brands.

(9) Mercedes-Benz (HiFE 7 H—F714h): Mercedes-Benz was founded by Karl Benz in 1881. It is situated
in Stuttgart, Germany. It produces cars, trucks, buses and engines.

(10) Toyota ( |:[1]): Toyota was founded by Kiichiro Toyota (- —H[) in 1937. It is situated in Aichi,

Nagoya, Tokyo, Japan, and Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA. It also manufactures robots.

Unit 1 Automobiles 1



2. Non-renewable fuels (3F 7T & £ 1% 41):

There are four fundamental non-renewable fuels. They are: oil and petroleum products [known more
simply as gasoline (7jH), propane (%), and diesel fuel (47H1#4%})], natural gas, uranium (nuclear
energy, #) and coal.

The only liquid non-renewable commercial fuel is petroleum (also called crude oil, J5iiH). Natural
gas and propane gas are in gaseous forms and the only solid non-renewable fuel is coal. All fossil fuels
are known to be non-renewable, but not all non-renewable fuels are fossil fuels. Non-renewable fuel is
something not only uncommon, but also scarce, which makes it valuable. Natural gas is perhaps the most
precious—it can be burnt—and the end result would be what we all long for-clean air.

Suggested Teaching Plan

S Suggested
Objectives Time
| * To learn the names of some different types of vehicles 10 min.
* To know the advantages and disadvantages of driving a car
* To know the major effects automobiles have on the world 80 min.

* To master the important expressions and structures in the text and
be able to apply them in practice

# To acquire a good command of the core vocabulary and structures | 45 min.
in Text A
#* To learn to use the basic sentence patterns

#* To get an idea of the assembly process of a car 45 min.
#* To master some important words and expressions about car parts

* To have a general knowledge of how a car is produced and how | 90 min.
different parts are assembled in a car

* To get familiar with some car models

* To get familiar with some car brands

#* To know some important points about buying a car

* Listening: product introduction and company profile. 45 min.

* Speaking: reading aloud, asking and answering questions based on
a bar chart, and making a presentation about a chart of automobile
sales

2 Unit 1 Automobiles



* To have a general idea of a letter of apology and its four main parts 40 min.
#* To learn to write a letter of apology

| % To be able to recognize some world famous brands of luxury 5 min.
automobiles and their logos

Getting Ready

Have the students think about the question—what kinds of vehicles do you most often see on the road? Give
some hints if necessary. (1 min.)
A (3 min.)
a. Focus the students’ attention on the pictures and have them get familiar with the names of the vehicles.
b. Have the students work in pairs and match the names of the vehicles with the pictures.
c. Give the students the names of the Chinese equivalents of these vehicles.

Key to Exercise A

a. police car &% e. trolley-bus T4l H %

b. ambulance 7% f. double-decker bus AZ M+
¢. excavator {2 4i#L g. coach ik AkE

d. fire engine b % h. taxi HF#%

1.b 2.d 3.a 4.¢ S.e 6. f 7.8 8. h

B (6 min.)
a. Have the students work in pairs and discuss the questions. Then have them share their ideas with another pair.
b. Have some of the students answer these questions. Encourage them to share their ideas with the whole

class.

Sample Answer to Exercise B

1. Traveling with my family, going shopping, going to work, etc.

2. Advantages: It can save a lot of time in commuting; you can go anywhere you wish; it is
comfortable and you needn’t wait for a bus for a long time.
Disadvantages: [t causes air pollution because of the exhaust gases; parking is becoming
more and more expensive; it causes traffic jam in rush hours.

3. (Answers may vary.)

Unit 1 Automobiles 3



Text A

£, 1. Have the students listen to the recording and practice reading the new words and expressions. (10

min.)

&% 2. Have the students listen to the recording with their textbooks closed, and have them focus on improving their
listening skills. (5 min.)

¢ % 3. Have the students listen to the recording again, skim the text and elicit the main ideas, especially
from the subtitles, that the text tells us of the effects the automobile has on the world. (5 min.)

4. Have the students read the text carefully and search for specific information. (20 min.)

a. Have the students answer the questions in Exercise A.
b. Upon finishing reading the entire passage, have the students complete the statements about the
main ideas in Exercise B.

5. Help the students have a deep understanding of the text by explaining the language points. If time permits,
have the students practice using them by composing new sentences. (25 min.)

6. After an in-depth reading, have the students list some other effects aside from the effects already
mentioned in Text A that the automobile has on the world by answering the question in Exercise C. (5

min.)

7. The students should have a basic knowledge of the effects the automobile has on the world. Write a
summary of the text and have the students memorize the two paragraphs in Exercise D. (10 min.)

Key to Text A Exercises
A

1. Access and convenience, economic changes, environmental impact, cultural changes and
changes to urban society are the major effects.

2. This is due to traffic jams and the increased distances between home and work brought
about by urban expansion.

3. The development of the automobile has contributed to changes in employment, goods
distribution, shopping patterns, social interaction, manufacturing priorities and city
planning.

4. 20 to 25 percent.

5. With the increase of cars on the road, they have to watch out for automobiles moving at
high speeds which may cause death or serious injury.

4 Unit 1 Automobiles



(1) The article tells us the sweeping changes brought about by the development of

the automobile in employment patterns. social interaction. infrastructure and goods

distribution. In addition, the article tells us that heavy automobile use contributes to the
depletion of non-renewable fuels, a dramatic increase in the rate of automobile deaths and

injuries, social isolation. rise in obesity and increased air and noise pollution.

C

energy crisis; car culture; safety problems; high living costs; ease of travel; new
hi-tech industries; new energy research and development...

Language Points

Paragraph 1
1. The development of the automobile introduced sweeping changes in employment patterns, social interaction,
infrastructure and goods distribution.

(1) sweeping 4. wide in range or effect Bk ; BIEMN; J"iZH
sweeping changes that mean job cuts in every department
EREGNFINAERFAGLBE S
sweeping proposals
HB T 24 H
(2) interaction p, reciprocal action or influence 3Fif, 34E; EZEh
the degree of interaction between teacher and student
I £ 2 8] 3R a9 A2 L
superficial interactions with other people
Fo AL AZ 32 0 AR
(3) infrastructure p, the basic systems and structures that a country or organization needs in order to
work properly, for example, transport, communications and banking systems EAHiZHE ( IS .
BIEFMRMITHRRSE ) ; BEiliEH
the country’s economic infrastructure
B K4 225 ik
improvements in the country’s infrastructure
R ik 7669 2 E
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Paragraph 2
2. However, the effects of the automobile on everyday life have become a subject of controversy.
(1) effect on... Xfeeen- HIE2 00
Inflation is having a disastrous effect on the economy.
A IR B BT R R AR R R
Seeing my father in such pain really had an effect on my mom.
AF L FHdbimE, FFROHTIT Hw
(2) controversy n. a serious argument or disagreement, especially about something such as a plan or
decision, that continues for a long time §if; #it; FiX
Dahl’s letter to The Times provoked controversy.,
KRB (HRELR) 69157182 T FiL
He resigned Tuesday after months of controversy.
2B THANSFHZETEN —HRT
3. The introduction of the mass-produced automobile certainly began a revolution in mobility and convenience, but
the large number of cars in use is contributing to the depletion of non-renewable fuels, thousands of road accident
deaths and injuries, social isolation, a rise in obesity, and increased air and noise pollution.
(1) contribute to... to help cause something Xi------#2{E#/EH
Various factors contributed to his failure.
BAP R A ET b KK
Yellow fever contributed to his early death at the age of 19.
b TR R UA T e ol s
(2) non-renewable a. of types of energy such as coal or gas that cannot be replaced once they
have been used ( BEiR ) AT HAER
the diminishing non-renewable resource of coal
7N T N I G B
The fibers are made from oil—a non-renewable resource.

X JUAP EF 4 A ) G i X AP R 5T 5 A6 R H) % 6

Paragraph 3
4. Worldwide, the automobile has allowed us easier access to far places.
access (to...) n. success in entering a place or in seeing someone or something Fli% ( Fith) ; I
2 (EASEY)
The police managed to gain access through an upstairs window.
ERAFBAH LN —RE PRAT ET
He was not allowed access to a lawyer.
e RAK LA iR 42T
5. However, the average journey time has increased in large cities as a result of widespread automobile use.
as a result of... because of something that has happened {E%---+-+ MR, BF---

As a result of the pilots” strike, all the flights have had to be cancelled.
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T AR, MAMBEARMAIULT

Elizabeth is suffering memory loss as a result of an unknown disease.

FmTad TELT MR LehERME LT IT0

6. This is due to traffic jams and the increased distances between home and work brought about by urban expansion.

due to... because of, caused by FEHg------ , BT

The company’s problems are due to a mixture of bad luck and poor management,
ez A R R EERAREARTHRE

The 15:30 train to Sheffield has been cancelled due to circumstances beyond our control.

i FT—2 AR F I, 155300 42 3E RZe K & G2 IUY

Paragraph 4

7. ...the development of the automobile has contributed to changes in employment, goods distribution, shopping

patterns, social interactions, manufacturing priorities and city planning.
priority n. the thing that you think is most important and that needs attention before anything else %€

First let’s decide what our priorities are.
AR A R R A B F R
The priority is protecting the public from their attacks.

BB RS RS AINE

Paragraph 5

8. Aside from industries, one of the most visible effects the automobile has had on the world is the huge increase in

the number of roads.

aside from...

(1)in addition to... B&----+- PAOMTE o+ --
Aside from physical problems, these patients also show a lot of hostility.
TR ART FhHrmey P s, BRMER S HEE
Aside from helpful tips, the books also contain a guide to the city’s restaurants.
BT A — A A B, EARP P OIEETHRETIE
(2) except for... «+e-e- BRAh ( FRRBISH )
Aside from that one little problem, the day was perfect.
BT ARAS N E AR S, ARR A ATAFRT
Aside from her last novel, the rest of her works are all famous.
BT G —3 i, hbad AR AR %
9. For example, between 1921 and 1941, the United States spent US$40 billion on roads, increasing the length of
roads from 387,000 miles (619,000 kilometers) to over 1,000,000 miles (1.6 million kilometers) and that doesn't

even take road widening into account.
take account of sth. / take sth. into account to consider or include particular facts or details when

making a decision or judgment about something EEFEEEBER
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These figures do not take account of changes in the rate of inflation.
X e R T IR A A R B AR A6 AL,

The manager asked for 21 marketing cases to be taken into account.
BB RXEANANTHEHGEHFZELA

Paragraph 6

10. The use of automobiles makes up 20 to 25 percent of the carbon dioxide emissions that are believed to be causing

global climate change.

(1) make up sth. to combine together to form a particular system, group, result, etc.; to constitute %

B, 4R, HaB
Women make up only 30% of the workforce.
a4 E F 3 ) 6930%.
Women officers make up 13 percent of the police force.
S ETHRT A 0913%.
be made up of... gy------ HER
The committee is made up of representatives from every state.
EE N d R AN e R AL,
Protons and neutrons are made up of smaller components called quarks.
i Fo o F dy ] S L6 G T AR
(2) believe...to be... JAA-eeee- IR

They believed Prof. Brown to be the most popular teacher in the university.
HAVIA A A B HAR R T K F R R R E I,

At 115, Mrs. Jackson is believed to be one of the oldest people in the world.

115% ZEM R ABRAFBOAARZER LRFRHAZ—,

Paragraph 7
11. With increased road-building came bad effects on wildlife habitats.
habitat . the natural home of a plant or animal ( #E#¥IRY ) <, F=ih;
Sy
The polar bear’s habitat is the icy waters of the Arctic.
AL AR A% B 15 8 3 5 vk A 6 JLAR AKX
Mountain areas are the natural habitat of the golden eagle.
b X2 A RER B A4S 8,

( B8y )

12. Road construction through sensitive habitat areas can damage ecosystems and increase the risk of flooding.
sensitive 4. easily hurt, upset or damaged by slight changes 5325 E/); SRR

Don’t be so sensitive—I wasn’t criticizing you!
AR A BRe—— R R A L BIRR)

Joel is such a sensitive boy.
FrRIZA F 32 LB AR
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