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Abstract

The Internet has been playing an increasingly important role in Chinese society
since China made its first global Internet connection in 1994. Against such backdrop, it
is of utmost value for us to study how information is being circulated on the Internet and
how the Internet exerts great influences on the society at large. The study will provide
valuable insights of social impact of Internet and how we can make best use of it to
achieve social-economic development.

The three-part research focuses on new media and their social impact on public
opinions. Part I studies the uniqueness of new media against traditional media, new
media and the transformation of public opinions. Part II analyses how new media influ-
ences public opinions from several perspectives, including how mobile media and
search engines diffuse public opinions. Besides, the research also spends much time on
netizens, microblogs, internet events, online discourses and discourse power on the
global stage. Part III analyzes the current status of Chinese public opinions and how on-
line public opinions are being regulated. Recommendations on new media opinion regu-
lations are consequently made.

Both qualitative and quantitative methods are used in this research. Questionnaires
are utilized to gather a large amount of valuable first-hand data and then carefully ana-
lyzed. Focus groups and case studies help to verify and supplement the quantitative

methods.
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