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Cultural History of Ancient Chinese Cartography
writen by Xi Huidong

Sinomaps Press

Beijing, 2013

Abstract

This book illustrates the history of ancient Chinese cartography from the perspective
of cultural history. Based on the history of ancient Chinese cartography, the author tries to
break the narrative ways taken by the previous monographs on Chinese cartography which
periodized Chinese cartographic history by dynasties and centered on mapping technique.
Taking classification form of thematic map, focusing on mapping mechanic and operation of
maps, and taking the form of texts with illustrations, this book analyzes origin and content,
mapping and operation, circulation and collection of the ancient Chinese maps by classifying
more than two hundreds of ancient Chinese maps preserved in dozens of domestic and
overseas institutions to astronomical maps, territorial maps, city maps, hydraulic maps,
military maps, traffic maps. The author also tries to make a comprehensive account of
cultural history of ancient Chinese cartography by interpreting the deep thoughts and cultures
of ancient Chinese cartography and unearthing the cultural heritage of ancient Chinese
cartography.

Through absorbing the latest research achievements on the history of ancient Chinese
cartography by scholars from China, Japan, Europe and United States, the author tries to
give consideration to interest and readability while emphasizing academic study, and thus it
is an indispensable book on cultural history of ancient Chinese cartography and suitable for

readers interested in history, culture and cartography of China.
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