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Lesson One

An Introduction to American Literature

Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy,
and wise.
— Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

Warming-up Qs:

1. Who are the natives of America? And where are they from?

2. Can you say something about Christopher Columbus?

3. How does the continent get its name America?

4. What happened in 1588 in English history?

5. Do you know the story of the ship named the Mayflower?

6. Which two states are the earliest ones among the thirteen
colonies ?

literature ['litaratfa) n °¢: Xik: L& &
healthy ['hel®1] ad) f#HEN), @431 {78 T-HEHER
wealthy ['welB1] adj &A711: o1 EHiM
continent ['kontinant] n. JXfli, ¥, Fits

colony ['kplani] n #ilHh: FEEBA



<& 1. The Making of the United States

1. The early inhabitants
About 10,000-40,000 years ago, a tribe in Asia came to the

continent. The natives were called “American Indians”.
In the 11th century, an explorer from Norway came to the new
land. He was Leif Ericsson, and today he was regarded as the first

European to America.

-

2. Christopher Columbus (1451-1506)

Christopher Columbus is believed to be the discoverer of
America. He was an Italian. In 1492, he won the support of the
Spanish queen and sailed west from Spain in search of a sea route to
India. Altogether he went there four times. He believed he had reached
India, so he called the natives Indians.

3. Amerigo Vespucci (1454-1512)

Following Columbus’s steps, Amerigo Vespucci, another sailor

inhabitant [1n'habitant] 7 JEl: JE{dH
tribe [traib] n. #¥&; 520k
native ['nertiv] adj. AEF); +#FHM n AHAN; L7~
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flying the Spanish flag, proved that the land discovered by Columbus
was not India, but a new continent. As a result, the new continent was
named after him and became known as America. It was called the
New World, while Europe became known as the Old World.

4. Settlers in the New World

In the late 16th century, a lot of explorers from different
European countries came to the new land, settling in different parts.
The earliest settlers included Dutch, Swedes, Germans (in New York),
French, Spaniards and Portuguese.

5. The major event in 1588

In 1588, when Elizabeth was Queen, the English navy &ﬁﬁ'oyzed
the Spanish Armada and controlled some of the sea routes leading to
the New World. This marked a turning point in the course of American
history, for the English immigrates started to replace the Spaniards as
the most important colonists in North America. This led to the
establishment of the thirteen English American colonies.

6. The first English colony—Jamestown, Virginia

When Elizabeth First died in 1603, James First succeeded her.
He also encouraged foreign expansions . In 1607, the Virginia Company
sent one hundred and five men to America. The tiny band finally

discover [d1'skava] vt. KHL: Kt

destroy [d1'stro1] vi. B3A; WK
establishment [1'staeblifmant] n. #7, iz
succeed [sak'sid] vi. flil: 4k7K

foreign ['forin] adj. #MET): SMCH
expansion [1k'spaenfan] n. Zik; ¥k



landed on the banks of the James River in present day Virginia, which
later became known as the mother state. In honor of their king, the
first place they reached was called Jamestown.

7. The Mayflower—Massachusetts, the second colony

In September of 1620, a group of one hundred and two Puritans
left Plymouth, England, and sailed for America in the ship named the
Mayflower. The voyage took sixty five days, during which two people
died and two boys were born. The Puritans suffered terrible hardships
during the first winter and half of them died. With the help of the
native Indians, they started to cultivate crops and the next summer
they reaped a good harvest on the last Thursday in November of 1621,
they celebrated their first Thanksgiving Day with a feast to thank God
for His protection. The anniversary of this thanksgiving feast has
been observed as one of the two great occasions in America, the other

honor ['ana] n. 7% kg ve. S 25---DARE
voyage ['vo1id3] n. v. igfT, Wi, girs iRk
suffer ['safa] ve. 52 &)

cultivate ['kaltivet] ve. 3%: PR

reap [rip] ve. W3k, 193], KA

harvest ["harvist] n. vt. Y3k, W

celebrate ['sela,bret] n. vt. J#, i, %45
protection [pra'tekfan] n. {#¥7"; i [
anniversary [&n1'v3isari] n. JE4al & H
observe [ab'z3:v] ve. W%, RSy, IS
occasion [a'kezn] n. WHL, Pl G

_.4_



one being the Independence Day, to mark the two main stages in
American history.

The Puritans founded their first settlement, which was named
Plymouth. It was present day Massachusetts. Soon they built another
town and named it Boston, because most of them once were kept in
prison cells in Boston, England.

Unlike the first colonists at Jamestown, these new comers had
come to America to seek freedom of religion. They had been known as
Puritans because of their strong desire to “purify” the church of
England—to simplify its form of worship and reform its organization .
Their belief brought them much trouble in England, so they decided

independence [ind1'pendans] n. ¥V, HE
found [faund] vt. 657, 673

simplify ['stmplifar] ve. fjfk; {84k

worship ['Wa[1p] n. vt. 225, g

organization [organa'zefon] n. H%; HLKI: Bk
belief [br'lif] n. M5, {F#; F1P: HX



to immigrate into the tetritory of the Virginia Company in America.

<& 1II. Literature in the Colonial Period

There was no real literature during the colonial period. At first,
the settler’s waking hours were o(:cupled nearly totally with efforts to
ensure survival. Later, the communities discouraged the writing of
works such as plays, because these were not “useful” and were widely
considered to be imt . In the North, where the communities were
run by the tehgxtms Protests generally called Puritans, hard work and
material pro: 1y were greatly valued as outward signs of God’s
grace. Making money was also important, for other reasons, to the
merchants of the growing cities of New York and Philadelphia and to
the farmers of large tracts of land in the southern colonies.

The Puritans believed that God decided everything before things
occurred . Human beings were born to be evil, and this original sin
can be passed down from generation to generation. Only the “elect”

territory ['terrtor1] n. 4+, 4ikk; JulH

occupy ['akja,par] ve. H#E, 4 JEAE; fEICER
effort ['eft] n. %71 B

ensure [1n'fur] vt. f#iF, #ifE

survival [sav'vaivl] n. 47, RAF

immoral [1'morsl] adj. AR, FREK
religious [r1'lid3as] adj. SF#; IR TR
prosperity [pra'sperati] n. 3%, il

occur [o'kz] vi. K4, HBL, fFHE

original [3'r1d3anl] adj. R &AIM; FhEIK); B
—6—



can be saved.

A group of good qualities — hard work, thrift, and piety, sobriety
(serious and thoughtful) influenced American literature. It led to the
everlasting myth. All literature is based on a myth — Garden of Eden.
The American puritan’s metaphorical mode of perception was
chiefly instrumental in calling into being a literary symbolism
which is distinctly American. With regard to their writing, the style
is fresh, simple and direct; the rhetoric is plain and honest, not

without a touch of nobility often traceable to the direct influence of
the Bible.

<& III. A Brief Introduction to American Literature

1. Purpose

@ To enlarge knowledge of literature.
@ To cultivate the ability to appreciate literature.

2. The History of American Literature

1) Age of Romanticism (1820-1865)

(1) Early Romantic Period (1820-1850)

@ Novelists:

Washington Irving—the first American writer who won an
international fame .

enlarge [in'lard3] vi. vt. ¥ K; {E8GK
appreciate [o'prifiet] vt. ik B 5
period ['prriad] n. JE#, ] A
international [Inta'nafenal] ad). EPri; I
fame [fem] n. &7, %4



James Cooper—a writer of frontier sagas.

@ Poets:

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow—the only American to be honored
with a bust in the Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey. William
Bryant—the first Native American lyric poet to gain world wide fame.

(2) Late Romantic Period (1850-1865) also “New England
Renaissance ”

(D Novelists .

Nathaniel Hawthorne—the master of symbolism.

Herman Melville—Moby Dick.

@) Poets:

Walt Whitman—The master of free verse.

Emily Dickinson—The most important woman poet in the 19th
century.

Edgar Allan Poe—The master of symbolism, father of detective
stories.

(® Transcendentalists:

Ralph Waldo Emerson—The American Scholar .

Henry David Thoreau—Walden.

2) Age of Realism (1865-1914)

(D Three giants of American Realism—Mark Twain, Henry

bust [bast] n. & Hif%

renaissance [ri'ne1sans] n. ¥i‘: A Hig, B
novelist ['navalist] n. /M5

detective [d1'tektiv] adj. WiHEM n. iR

scholar ['skpla] n. ¥#&: R ¥E&HREH

giant ['dzarent] n. adj. A, B4, B, wEAY
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° James, W. D. Howells.
2 Novelists—O. Henry, Stephen Crane, Theodore Dreiser, Jack
London.
3) Age of Modernism (1914-1945)
@ Poets:
Robert Frost—The most beloved nature poet in the 20th century.
Ezra Pound—The master of imagism.
T. S. Eliot—The winner of Nobel Prize for Literature in 1948.
Carl Sandburg—the winner of Pulitzer Prize for Poetry .
@) Novelists:
F. S. Fitzgerald—The Great Gatsby.
Ernest Hemingway—The winner of Nobel Prize for Literature in
1954.

3. Winners of Nobel Prize for Literature

Sinclair Lewis 1930 Babbit

Eugene O’Neill 1936 The Hairy Ape, Long Days Journey
into Night

Pearl S. Buck 1938 The Earth, Christmas Day in the Morning

T.S. Eliot 1948 The Love Song of J. A. Prufrock

William Faulkner 1950 The Sound and The Fury

Ernest Hemingway 1954 The Old Man and the Sea

John Steinbeck 1962 Of Mice and Men

nature ['nertfa] n. H4A; AfE
prize [praiz] n. b L AN
poetry ['poatri] 7. iif; TFid: PRfZAR
journey ['d33:n1] n. vi. 17Fe, Jifr

)
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Saul Bellow 1976 A Father-to-Be

Isaac Bashevis Singer 1978 The Magician of Dublin, The
Spinoza of Market Street, A Friend of Kafka

Joseph Brodsky 1987  From Petersburg to Stockholm

Toni Morrison 1993 The Bluest Eye, Sula, Song of Solomon

Qs:
1. Say something about the ship the Mayflower.
2. What are the features of Puritanism?



