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Abstract

In the era of technology, technology and man’s freedom are becom-
ing the focus of philosophical reflection. This dissertation aims to give a
comprehensive and systematic study of Marcuse’s thoughts on philoso-
phy of technology from the perspective of the conflict and integration be-
tween technology and freedom.

The freedom and liberation of human beings in the technological
era is the theme of Marcuse’s philosophical thought. And the essence of
the freedom and liberation of human beings is how to control and in-
tegrate the conflict between technology and freedom. It is the embodi-
ment of the series of dual split between subject and object, thought and
existence, perception and rationality, spirit and human body in modern
technological society. As a result, to control the conflict between tech-
nology and man’s freedom, the dual split mentioned above have to be a-
voided, in other words, thinking mode of objectivity should be disser-
ted, as the root of human nature crisis resulted from the technology lies
in the crisis of human’s thinking model. So what Marcuse’s philosophy
wants to achieve is to reconstruct a new thinking model different from
thinking mode of objectivity and way of living.

Marcuse’s philosophical thought is characteristic of the spirit of
criticism and transcendence. As a result, criticizing the society lacking
of freedom and picturing the wonderful free world in the future are the
two threads throughout the development of his philosophical thoughts.
As far as criticism is concerned, Marcuse inherited Marx’s critical theo-

ry and developed “spirit of negation” from Hegel’s thought of dialec-
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tics. He regarded it as the weapon to give thorough critics to the reality
in which man’s freedom is deprived by technological reason’s control
and enslavement towards man in developed industrial society. Unlike
former critical theory to criticize the society based on the economic and
political system, Marcuse put the spearhead of criticism to man’s think-
ing mode and way of living. He pointed out the liberation of man is to
wake up man’s spirit of free criticism and awareness of revolution rather
than change the outside social environment and institution. So the criti-
cal thinking becomes one of the basic forms of thinking for Marcuse to o-
vercome the subject — object dual thinking mode of objectivity manifes-
ted by technological reason.

As far as transcendence is concerned, Marcuse integrated early
Marx’s theories upon perceptual man, Heidegger’s existential theory a-
bout human and Freud’s libido theory. He proposes that libido is the
human nature and that a non — repressive society should be constructed
in place of the repressive modern technological civilization through aes-
thetic revolution so as to deliver modern man from his dilemma caused
by the conflict between technology and freedom, realizing man’s primor-
dial free existence. These two basic principles in Marcuse’s theory are
not contradictory. As a matter of fact, both of them are based on the re-
flection on human nature. In other words, both the criticism of the ex-
isting society and the construction of a new ideal society have as their
cornerstone the reflection on man’s free existence. In consequence,
Marcuse’s philosophy is, in a sense, theory about human and any seri-
ous reflection on human, to some extent, should be placed under the
realm of phenomenology. It is possible for the study on human beings
being the branch of phenomenology. Marcuse’s philosophy consists of
phenomenological method and critical thinking. However, the former
tends to be ignored by people.

Marcuse attempted to liberate perceptual man from the bondage of
technological reason with aesthetics. However, in the end, he resorted

to aesthetic imagination and aesthetic form to realize man’s freedom. In

v .



Abstract @,

other words, he internalizes man’s freedom and ends up in Utopia. This
is an unavoidable contradiction in his philosophy of idealism. His fail-
ure to solve the question he raised lies in the fact that despite his adher-
ence to the reversion method in phenomenology to some degree, he
failed to discover the most basic thing about man, namely, perceptual
practical activity. From perceptual man to instinctive man to aesthetic
man, he never got out of the thinking mode of objectivity. He always
pursues man’s nature as something of knowledge, never placing man in
historical background of practical activity. As a result, despite his in —
depth criticism of the developed industrialized sobiety, he never found
the right approach to man’s freedom. Confronted with the alienating so-
ciety, he either escaped into the abstract pre — technological era ( pri-
mordial man) or retreated into individual’s lonely innermost ( aesthetic
man ) , resulting his handing freedom to the repressive existing society.
His solution is at most some ethical catharsis of the repressive society.
In conflict with modern society, he resorted to aesthetic imagination or
memory to realize some means of transcendence, ending up in aesthetic
Utopia.

In the end, this dissertation maintains that only by basing man’s
nature on Marx’s practical materialism which is thoroughly phenomeno-
logical can we ultimately solve man’s alienation caused by the divorce
between subject and object, thought and existence, body and soul, ra-
tional and perceptual, can we ultimately defuse the clash between tech-
nology and man’s freedom wrought by technological reason. In other
words, it is only in perceptual practical activity that the right approach

to man’s freedom can be found.

Key words: Technological reason, critical thinking, phenomeno-

logical method, man’s freedom, aesthetic Utopia, practice
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