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Introduction to the Chinese Translation of The Principles of Brownfield
Regeneration

This book introduces the subject of brownfields, which has been growing
steadily worldwide over the last fifteen years. It is therefore of great significance
and important timing that a version is now published in the Chinese language.
I am grateful to my former student at Harvard University, Xiaodi Zheng of
Tsinghua University for her diligent and careful translation of the text and wish
to acknowledge her great contribution to the advancement of this subject in
China through her current doctoral research.

For the readers, this book is intended to be for first time participants in the
processes of brownfield reuse and redevelopment whether they be central
authorities, local agencies, land owners, interested citizens and stakeholders or
planners, landscape architects, architects or engineers. As China addresses the
legacy of industrial sites waterfronts and the large number of places polluted
by the former actions of manufacturing it is worth considering that brownfield
regeneration is a phase towards a more sustainable and healthy national
landscape in China for current citizens. It is also the means by which all citizens
can build on the strong economic developments of the recent years to create a
quality of life that will be an example for the world.

The information and case studies contained in this book are based on
examples from the United States. However I believe that using the expertise
of professionals that this knowledge can be adapted to the growing laws,
regulations and conditions in China. In this way I am happy to assist in the
brownfield regeneration process in China through the publication and in the
concentrated attention to the environment and well being of future generations.

Professor Niall G. Kirkwood DSc. FASLA
Harvard University

2012
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