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©  Scored Sample Essays

& 51k (Integrated Task)

Reading Passage

The Dead Sea Scrolls, found in the Middle East in 1947, are ancient religious
manuscripts. One of these scrolls, the Copper Scroll, describes 64 hidden places of
treasure. Scholars have debated whether this treasure is real or imaginary. In fact, many of
them speculate that the treasure never really existed.

‘> One of the reasons why the treasure is thought to have never existed is that the
supposed location of the treasure is vague; that is, the Copper Scroll does not describe
the location in detail. For example, the Scroll explains that the hiding places are located
near a certain river, but the exact name of the river is undisclosed. This vagueness of the
location of the treasure makes many scholars believe that the writings in the Scroll are
simply legends.

Another reason for the skepticism is that one talent, the unit of measure that people
used during the time, weighs about 35 kilograms, and since the treasure was reportedly one
thousand talents, that amount is too great in reality. Therefore, the amount of treasure
mentioned in the Scroll is far too great for anyone to believe. Additionally, if we assume
that the treasure contains silver and precious metals, then the amount of these precious
metals is obviously so great that it makes the existence of the treasure hard to believe.

Finally, despite their efforts, archaeologists have failed to uncover any real places that
the Scroll describes. Even though they have tried many empirical methods to find out
whether any promising places exist, they have not found anything. Thus, it is highly evident
that the treasure described in the Scroll is only an imaginary legend which has never
existed.

e L S SR S SR A A A SR
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Listening Passage

As you all have seen in the reading passage, many scholars have debated whether or
not the treasure described in the Copper Scroll actually exists. Uh... to some, the reasons
why the treasure doesn’t exist may seem plausible. However, | have come to believe that
the reasons mentioned in the reading are not all that convincing. Let me explain.

1 First of all, | think that... uh... the explanation of the location was vague because...
well... it was purposely meant to be vague. Long ago, many owners always loved to boast
about their immense treasures to others, but they wanted to keep the location of the
treasure secret. Why? Well... this is because they didn’t want other people to steal their
treasure. So... therefore... owners only talked about what they wanted other people to
know. They never mentioned anything more than that.

Second, you have to be careful about how to interpret the standard of weight of talents
during that time. Some neighboring countries, such as Egypt, also had a unit of measure
with the same name, talent. However... and this is important... the value of the talent in
Egypt was actually less than the unit used by people near the Dead Sea. So, 35 kilograms
may actually have been much less than what the reading mentions.

Finally, there is some evidence that archaeologists might have been searching for the
treasure entirely in the wrong places. For example, the Copper Scroll has referred to
Egyptian kings, and... uh... one city that was mentioned in the Scroll actually fits the
description of an Egyptian city. In fact, reports have shown that archaeologists uncovered
some treasure in that city. So, research might conclude that archaeologists may have
already found some of the treasure mentioned in the Scroill.
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The reading and the lecture both talk about the existence of the treasure
described in the Copper Scroll. The reading says that this treasure doesn’t
exist for three reasons. However, the lecturer argues that the reasons that the
reading argues are not convincing.

First, the reading contends that one reason for the inexistence of the
treasure is the vague explanation of the location of the treasure. On the contrary,
the lecturer claims that many treasure owners deliberately described places
where the treasure was hidden vaguely so that others could not steal their
treasure. Hence, according to the lecture, the obscure explanation of the
location cannot be evidence that the treasure never existed.

Second, in the reading, the author says that another reason for the
inexistence of the treasure is the questionable unit of measure. By contrast,
the lecturer contradicts this opinion. He says that some neighboring countries,
such as Egypt, also used the same unit ‘talent,” but the unit might be far less
than the 35 kilograms that the reading asserts. Thus, the lecturer concludes
that the amount of the treasure might be far less than what the reading
argues.

The final reason that the reading argues is archaeologists’ empirical
research on places where the treasure was hidden. On the other hand, the
lecturer suggests that archaeologists might have been looking in the wrong
places. Quoting many reports, he argues that archaeologists actually uncovered
some treasure in an Egyptian city described in the scroll, the same as a real
Egyptian city.

(words: 251)
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jps ik A lecturer thinks the three reasons that the reading suggests why the
Copper Scroll is just imaginary are not convincing.

- iR First of all, the lecturer thinks that the explanation of the location of the
treasure during that time was meant to be vague. That is because the owners
never wanted their treasure to be in danger of being stolen by other people.
Therefore, the lecturer thinks that the vagueness of the location cannot be a
reason for that.

S N ) ‘Next, the lecturer insists that the value of the talent which was mentioned
in the reading might actually be much less than 35 kilograms. He thinks
that the reading just assumes the amount of the treasure without obvious
evidence.

- i3 Finally, the reading surmises that the Copper Scroll was imaginary
because archaeologists have never found any actual places of the treasure.
However, the lecturer also criticizes this point by asserting that archaeologists
actually have tried to find the treasure in entirely wrong places. There can
possibly be some other locations in which the treasure was hidden and
archaeologists have never been.

P it In sum, for those reasons above, the lecturer believes that the reasons
that the reading suggests are not plausible.

(words: 196)
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