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4@ THE NOBEL PRIZES

The Nobel Prizes

he Nobel Prizes are named for Alfred
TNobe!. Nobel was a Swedish chemist
who invented dynamite. He invented many
other things as well, and he built companies
around the world. He became very rich.
He also wrote poetry and worked for world
peace.

Alfred Nobel died in 1895. In his will, he
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left about $9 million to #s/a6//s/ a fund to award prizes. The prizes

were to be given out once a year to persons who had best helped

The will /ndicaied that there were to be prizes in five categories.
One prize would be for the most important discovery in physics.
Physics is the science that studies the relationship between objects
and energy. Another prize would be for chemistry. This is the study
of substances and their properties. The third prize would be for
important work in medicine. A fourth prize would be for literature.
The fifth prize would go to a person who worked for world peace.
Nobel instructed that the judges who selected the winners were not

to take into consideration where a person lived.
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@ THE NOBEL PRIZES

The first Nobel Prizes were awarded in 1901. In addition to
money, each prize includes a medal and a dip/oma. The diploma is a
document that honors the person who has earned the prize. In 1969
the Bank of Sweden provided money to add a prize in economics.
Economics is the study of the buying and selling of goods and
services.

At first, more than three people could share one Nobel Prize.
This rule was changed; now no more than three people can share
a prize, unless all of them belong to the same organization working
for peace. Sometimes two people win a prize. Other times just
one person does. There have been years when no prize has been

awarded in particular categories. Since 1950 only the Nobel Prize in

1901 FBRMAE SENRE. BRIREZIN, BHRIEBBE
BB —MEBo IEPHBILA BRI EINR DG —{DUEBRS - 1969
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peace has not been awarded every year.

Perhaps the most famous scientist to win a Nobel Prize was
Albert Einstein. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in physics in 1921.
Einstein received his award for his bri/liance in combining physics
with mathematics and his studies of the properties of light. Some
scientists have won more than one Nobel Prize. Linus Pauling won
Nobel Prizes in both chemistry and peace. Marie Curie won prizes in
both physics and chemistry. A Nobel Prize is considered one of the

world’s greatest honors.
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4 DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS

Doctors Without Borders

n 1999 the Nobel Peace Prize was
Iawarded to a French organization called
Doctors Without Borders. The judges
who awarded the prize commended the
group for “its pioneering work in providing
medical care and humanitarian aid to

victims of disasters on several continents”.

Doctors Without Borders was founded in
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1971. A group of doctors had become /rusiraied with the difficulties
of trying to provide medical care in countries experiencing wars,
epidemics, or natural disasters. These doctors often had trouble with
government regulations and international laws that resiricted their
activities. They decided that they would make the welfare of victims
their top priority, even if it meant ignoring regu/ations.

In its more than 30 years of existence, Doctors Without Borders
has helped people in many parts of the world. Currently the group
provides ass/istance in more than 80 countries. More than 2,500
people volunteer to work for the organization, and these people

hire local people to help them in the regions where they work.
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€ DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS

Members of the group do not /esifaie to speak out when they feel
that their patients are being treated unfairly. They wish to make the
world aware of the causes of suffering so that these causes can be

. The group sirives to avoid discrimination of any kind and to

remain independent of particular political or religious beliefs.
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MR X MER N BRI R MAEIPBUE S REBSN6YIRIL
mineso.

eliminate v». HM; HX
v, %N, A+ discrimination n. B



TIMED READINGS PLUS IN SCIENCE II

The History of Space Travel

=

or centuries people dreamed of
1? space travel. This dream began to
seem possible with the development of
high-flying rockets in the early 1900s. A
rocket travels through the air by shooting
out a stream of hot gases. These gases

come from the burning of fuel.

In 1903 a Russian schoolteacher named
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