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Foreword
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The World Expo is a great platform to demonstrate human civilizations, as it has always been
pooling together and showcasing the latest achievements of science, technology, cultures and arts
in the world. As a norm, the majority of the Expo pavilions will be demolished after the Expo, and
most of the exhibits will be shipped off to their home countries by participants, with only a few Expo
buildings being retained as permanent city landmarks. Hence it is regrettable yet inevitable that we
can only catch a glimpse of the grandeur of previous Expos through photos and footages. instead of
looking back upon them via tangible objects and live scenes.

Luckily, the World Expo Museum (Expo Museum in short) has been established in time to help
us make up these regrets. In consideration of the great success of the Expo 2010 Shanghai China, the
Shanghai Municipal Government and the Bureau of International Expositions (BIE) jointly founded
the Expo Museum in November 2011, which is authorised as BIE’s official museum and official
documentation center. The Expo Museum aims to pass on the legacy, preserve the essence, and
sustain the effect of the World Expo.

In an effort to lay a solid foundation for its collections. the Expo Museum launched two large
campaigns to collect exhibits and archives during the Expo 2010 Shanghai China and the Expo 2012
Yeosu Korea, which won generous support and donations from the organizers and the participants.
As of March 2013, the Expo Museum had collected a total of 27 253 collectibles donated by 219
participants at the Expo 2010 Shanghai China, and 706 collectibles donated from the 44 participants
at the Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea. These collectibles are all of significant historical, artistic and
scientific values.

As is know to all of us, a museum exists because of its collections, which are the “material
base™ for the museum to exhibit and the tangible objects for researchers to carry out scientific studies,
as well as the content for promotion. Thanks to these collection. the Commemorative Exhibition of

Expo 2010 Shanghai China, which was themed “Witnessing the Success, Retaining Splendor, and
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Refreshing Memories”, was able to open on September 25, 2011. The exhibition, however, could
only display its collections from the Shanghai World Expo in several installments due to the space
limit.

In order to express our gratitude to the donators for their contribution to the Expo Museum,
to enable the public to appreciate these fantastic collections in a panoramlic way, to overcome the
contradiction between the preservation and utilization of the collectibles so as to cater to the research
needs, and to showcase the museum’s academic outcome in collection research, the Expo Museum
has decided to publish a series of pictorial books, entitled Precious Collection of the World Expo
Museum to introduce its precious collection in a planned and systematic way, which will help build
up the academic brand of the museum.

Being the first volume of the series, this book presents 336 sets of collectibles donated by 146
participants at the Expo 2010 Shanghai China. The paper Practice and Principles in Collectibles
Acquisition during World Expo in this book introduces how these collections were created, how
they were transferred to the Expo Museum and the Museum’s academic explorations concerning the
acquisition of collectibles.

We hope this book can recreate the splendor of the Expo collectibles and help us recall the
memorable stories behind them while refreshing our wonderful memories of the World Expo. We
also hope that this book can convey our gratitude to the donators on behalf of the Expo Museum.
As carriers of Expo impressions and bridges of Expo-related friendship, these precious collectibles
embody the donators’ sincere expectation to retain the Expo essences and sustain the Expo effect,
which will also inspire us to make relentless effort to build the Expo Museum into a spiritual home
for all the Expo people.

Everything begins with Expo, including friendship. On the occasion of the third anniversary
for the opening of the Expo 2010 Shanghai China, we dedicate this book to all our friends who have

made contributions to the World Expo Museum.

Director of the World Expo Museum
May 1, 2013
(In celebration of the third Anniversary for the Opening of the Expo 2010 Shanghai China)
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