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About the Book

News framing theory believes that framing is a device for news construction
and processing, and a constant patten for news media to organize and present news.
The underlining idea of this theory is that to frame is to select some aspects of
perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text in such a way
as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral
evaluation, and / or treatment recommendation for the item described.

There has been a prevailing opinon in western academia which holds that US
media follow a protest paradigm of marginalization in anti-war and other protest
coverage. This protest paradigm believes that media, through the adoption of specific
framing devices, illegalize and marginalize anti-war groups, muffling anti-war voices,
and crippling anti-war protests so as to safeguard the mainstream social values. Most
existing frame studies of anti-war coverage, due to their assumption of the adoption of
such a protest paradigm by any anti-war coverage, focused on the search for and the
analysis of the marginalization framing devices in anti-war coverage.

This book takes the 2003 Iraqi war, a controversial issue in the current anti-
terrorist context, as an example, and takes a sample of 113 reports from The New
York Times as the object of study. This study is carried out in the form of an all-round
frame analysis of all the samples by identifying six major categories of frame elements,
namely, narrative context, theme, event, news reporting elements, rhetoric
techniques and basic tone of the coverage. This study is conducted in a four-
dimensional way from the perspective of function, style, attitude and content so as to,
on the basis of actual data analysis, comprehensively explore the framing features of
the coverage, test the applicability of the protest paradigm to the anti-Iraqi war protest

coverage by The New York Times, and search for new framing measures, if possible.
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