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Inheriting and Upgrading Celadon
—— In Retrospect of the Official Kiln in Southern Song Dynasty

Almost a human instinct, pottery-making has been mastered by
virtually all nations since the Neolithic Age. However, porcelain, superior
to pottery physico chemically, is a unique creation of the Chinese people.

Porcelain originated in China and Zhejiang is its hometown. No other
province can match Zhejiang with its 2000 ancient kilns, which were
discovered in more than half of its cities and counties. In addition,
according to archeological studies, Zhejiang was the earliest among the
19 of china provinces with ancient kilns.

Dating back to over 3000 years ago, the Shang Dynasty witnessed
the first porcelain. In the ancient State of Yue, people began to replace
ceremonial bronze ware with blue glazed porcelain. But due to immature
technology and poor working conditions, our forefathers could only
produce primitive porcelain. After a long and hard exploration, the celadon,
or the mother of all porcelain, was at last successfully fired in Ningbo-
Shaoxing Plain in 200 AD, marking a historic leap from the era of pottery
to that of porcelain. Celadon thrived alone as a mainstream in China ever

since, incomparable in terms of its variety, usage and long history.

1. The Official Kiln a thousand years ago

Celadon has been widely used by the local people and nobles alike
since its birth, becoming the favorite of the royal courts during the 1000
years between Han Dynasty and Song Dynasty. Even in Song Dynasty,
when porcelain culminated in variety with the operation of the five famous
porcelain kilns- Ru, Ding, Official, Ge, Jun, the most precious and
wonderful specimens were still celadon from Ru and Official kilns. Thus,
it is not at all surprising that celadon is called the “Imperial Porcelain”.

The earliest royal celadon was produced in Yue Kiln during the Tang
and Five Dynasties (from 8th to 10th centuries) according to the records.
And the quick development of celadon production in Tang Dynasty not
only raised the social status of porcelain, but also made it a daily necessity.
It therefore enjoyed a boom among the upper class. Gold and silver, jade,
preferred by the ruling class, were gradually replaced by porcelain articles,
which penetrated every field of life. There were tea sets, dinner sets,
stationery, toys, musical instruments, artifacts, etc. Saggar firing was
invented in Tang Dynasty to bake celadon more evenly and lustrously, to
lessen the burden on the unburnt body so as to make it thinner, in imitation
of the shape and decoration of the high-brow mold pressed gold and silver
ware. Yue Kiln culminated in around 900 AD in its invention of glassy
and jadelike Strange Color Porcelain, which was highly praised by the Tang
poet Xu Yin. Xu’s poem was considered the best notes for this porcelain,
certifying it as the royal sacrificial articles.

As the representative of Yue Kiln porcelain, Strange Color Porcelain




