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Unit 1

Part One

This Was My Mother
By Mark Twain

Pre-reading questions
1. What is your attitude towards your mother?
2. How will you describe your mother’s characters in a few words?

My mother, Jane Lampton Clemens, died in her 88th year, a mighty age for one who at 40 was
so delicate of body as to be accounted a confirmed invalid destined to pass soon away. ' But the
invalid who, forgetful of self, takes a strenuous and indestructible interest in everything and
everybody, as she did, and to whom a dull moment is an unknown thing, is a formidable adversary
for disease. %!

She had a heart so large that everybody’s grieves and joys found welcome in it.*! One of her
neighbors never got over the way she received the news of a local accident. When he had told how a
man had been thrown from his horse and killed because a calf had run in his way, my mother asked
with genuine interest, “What became of ] the calf?” She was not indifferent to the man’s death, she
was interested in the calf, too.

She could find something to excuse and as a rule to love in the toughest of human beings or
animals—even if she had to invent it. Once we beguiled her into saying a soft word for the devil
himself. We started abusing him, one conspirator after another adding his bitter word, until she
walked right into the trap. She admitted that the indictment was sound, but had he been treated
fairly?

She never used large words, yet when her pity or indignation was stirred she was the most
eloquent person I have ever heard. We had a little slave boy whom we had hired from someone
there in Hannibal.””) He had been taken from his family in Maryland, brought halfway across the
continent, and sold. All day long he was singing, whistling, yelling and laughing. The noise was
maddening, and one day I lost my temper, went raging to my mother and said Sandy had been
singing for an hour straight, and I couldn’t stand it. Wouldn’t she please shut him up? The tears
came into her eyes and she said,

“Poor thing, when he sings it shows me that he is not remembering, and that comforts me; but
when he is still I am afraid he is thinking. He will never see his mother again; if he can sing, I must
be thankful for it. If you were older you would understand, and that friendless child’s noise would
make you glad.”

All dumb animals had a friend in her. ® Hunted and disreputable cats recognized her at a
glance as their refuge and champion. We once had 19 cats at one time. They were a vast burden, but
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they were out of luck, and that was enough. " She generally had a cat in her lap when she sat down,
but she denied indignantly that she liked cats better than children though there was one advantage to
a cat, ® she’d say. You could always put it down when you were tired of holding it.

I was as much of a nuisance as ) any small boy and a neighbor asked her once, “Do you ever
believe anything that boy says?”

“He is the wellspring of truth,” my mother replied, “but you can’t bring up the whole well with
only one bucket. I know his average, '”) so he never deceives me. I discount him 90 percent for
embroidery and what is left is perfect and priceless truth, without a flaw.”

She had a horror of snakes and bats, which I hid in pockets and sewing baskets; otherwise she
was entirely fearless. One day I saw a vicious devil of a Corsican, a common terror in the town,
chasing his grown daughter with a heavy rope in his hand, threatening to wear it out on her.
Cautious male citizens let him pass but my mother spread her door wide to the refugee, and then,
instead of closing and locking it after her, stood in it, barring the way. The man swore, cursed,
threatened her with his rope; but she only stood, straight and fine, and lashed him, shamed him,
derided and defied him until he asked her pardon, gave her his rope and said with a blasphemous
oath that she was the bravest woman he ever saw. He and she were always good friends after that.
He found in her a long-felt want—somebody who was not afraid of him.

One day in St. Louis!'! she walked out into the street and surprised a burly cartman who was
beating his horse over the head with the butt of a heavy whip. She took the whip away from him and
made such a persuasive appeal that he was tripped into saying he was to blame, and into
volunteering a promise that he would never abuse a horse again.

She was never too old to get up early to see the circus procession enter town. She adored
parades, lectures, conventions, camp meetings, church revivals—in fact every kind of dissipation
that could not be proved to have anything irreligious about it, and she never missed a funeral. She
excused this preference by saying that, if she did not go to other people’s funerals, they would not
come to hers.

She was 82 and living in Keokuk!?) when, unaccountably, she insisted upon attending a
convention of old settlers of the Mississippi Valley. All the way there, and it was some distance, she
was young again with excitement and eagerness. At the hotel she asked immediately for Dr. Barrett,
of St. Louis. He had left for home that morning and would not be back, she was told. She turned
away, the fire all gone from her, ") and asked to go home. Once there she sat silent and thinking for
many days, then told us that when she was 18 she had loved a young medical student with all her
heart. There was a misunderstanding and he left the country, ' she had immediately married, to
show him that she did not care. She had never seen him since and then she had read in a newspaper
that he was going to attend the old settlers’ convention. “Only three hours before we reached that
hotel he had been there,” she mourned.

She had kept that pathetic burden in her heart 64 years without any of us suspecting it.!'”’
Before the year was out, her memory began to fail. She would write letters to school-mates who had
been dead 40 years, and wondered why they never answered. Four years later she died.
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But to the last she was capable with her tongue. ' I had always been told that I was a sickly
child who lived mainly on medicines during the first seven years of my life. The year she died I
asked her about this and said,

“I suppose that during all that time you were uneasy about me?”

“Yes, the whole time.”

“Afraid I wouldn’t live?”

After a recollective pause—ostensibly to think out the facts—

“No—afraid you would.”

Jane Lampton Clemens’ character, striking and lovable, appears in my books as Tom Sawyer’s

Aunt Polly. I fitted her out with a dialect and tried to think up other improvements for her, but did
not find any. (1193 words)

Words and expressions

invalid [in'velid] n. a person made weak by illness

destine ['destin] v. settle or determine the future of

strenuous ['strenjuss] adj. taking great effort; showing great activity
indestructible [indi'straktabl] adj. that cannot be destroyed

formidable ['fo:midabl] adj. likely to be difficult to overcome or deal with
adversary [‘&dvasari] n. opponent, enemy

calf [ka:f ] n. young of the domestic cow

beguile [bi'gail] v. deceive sb.

conspirator [kon'spirata] 7. one who takes part in a conspiracy

indictment [in'daitmant] n. accusation

yell [jel] v. utter a loud sharp cry or cries because of pain, excitement, etc.
maddening [ ma&doanin] adj. (infml.) very annoying

disreputable [dis'repjutobl] adj. of bad repute, not respectable in character or appearance
wellspring ['welsprin] ». a supply or source of a particular quality, esp. one that never ends
embroidery [im'broidari] 7. inessential ornament

vicious ['vifas] adj. cruel, having or showing hate and the desire to hurt

lash [lzf] v. attack violently with words

deride [di'raid] v. laugh scornfully at

defy [di’fai] v. challenge (person) to do or prove something

blasphemous ['blasfomas] adj. speaking against god or things considered holy
burly ['ba:li] adj. of stout, sturdy build

butt [bat ] . a thick (wooden) end

revival [ri'vaivl] n. a public religious meeting

dissipation [.disi'peifn] n. the continuing search for dangerous or foolish pleasure
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pathetic [pa'0etik] adj. sad; pitiful; causing a feeling of pity or sorrow
ostensibly [o'stensabli] adv. apparently; in a pretended, professed manner

‘Notes

[1] My mother,... to pass soon away. The grammatical structure of this sentence is like this:
“My mother” is the subject; “died” serves as the predicate; “a mighty age... away” is the apposition
of “88th year”, in which there is an attributive clause introduced by “who” to modify “one”; “so
as... to” is a pattern to show degree.

[2] But the invalid... adversary for disease. The grammatical structure of this sentence
goes like this: “the invalid” serves as the subject, followed by two attributive clauses “who... as she
did” and “to whom... an unknown thing”; the predicate is “is a... for disease”.

[3] She had a heart so large that everybody’s griefs and joys found welcome in it. This
sentence indicates that she was very kind, considerate and full of sympathy. Everyone could share
his trouble or pleasure with her. “Welcome” here is used as a noun. It means “a kind acceptance” or
“a show of kind acceptance”.

[4] Become of: happen to, often in a bad way Examples: 1) I don’t know what will become
of the boy if he keeps failing his examinations. 2) What (ever) has become of my blue bag? I can’t
find it anywhere.

[5] Hannibal: [henibal] a small port on the Mississippi River, where Mark Twain spent his
early youth.

[6] All dumb animals had a friend in her. This indicates that she liked animals very much
and showed them great kindness.

[7] They were a vast burden... that was enough. It indicates that so many cats were really
a great burden. But they were not well cared which was enough to make my mother take the trouble
to take care of them.

[8] ... though there was one advantage to a cat... Here “one advantage” refers to the next
sentence “You could always put it down when you were tired of holding it.”

[9] As much of a nuisance as... This indicates “... as much disliked as...”

[10] I know his average. It indicates that “I know what he is usually like.” Or “I know how
many of his words I should believe.”

[11] St. Louis: [szn'lwi:] a city in the east of Missouri, on the Mississippi River

[12] Keokuk: ['ki:okok] a small town in Iowa, on the Mississippi River

[13] The fire all gone from her... This indicates when my mother got to know that Dr.
Barrett had left, for whom my mother came all the way, she was very disappointed.

[14] There was a misunderstanding and he left the country, ... Here “the country” refers
to the local area.

[15] She had kept that pathetic burden in her heart 64 years without any of us suspecting
it. In this sentence “that pathetic burden” refers to my mother’s sadly-ended love story with the
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young medical student when she was young.
[16] But to the last she was capable with her tongue. It indicates that but till the last part of
her life she was still very tough in her speech.

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions

1. What does the author mean by saying that “a dull moment is an unknown thing” in Para. 1?

2. Why did the author together with others abuse the devil in the face of his mother in Para. 3 ?

3. What can the sentence “They were a vast burden, but they were out of luck, and that was
enough” in Para. 6 be paraphrased as ?

4. What is the textual meaning of “you can’t bring up the whole well with only one bucket” in
Para. 8 ?

5. What does the sentence “But to the last she was capable with her tongue” in Para. 14 mean?

6. What is the author’s attitude towards his mother?

7. What kind of tone does the author take in describing his mother?

I1. Sentence translation

1. My mother, Jane Lampton Clemens, died in her 88th year, a mighty age for one who at 40
was so delicate of body as to be accounted a confirmed invalid destined to pass soon away.

2. She never used large words, yet when her pity or indignation was stirred she was the most
eloquent person I have ever heard.

3. “He is the wellspring of truth,” my mother replied, “but you can’t bring up the whole well
with only one bucket. I know his average, so he never deceives me. I discount him 90 percent for
embroidery and what is left is perfect and priceless truth, without a flaw.”

4. She was never too old to get up early to see the circus procession enter town. She adored
parades, lectures, conventions, camp meetings, church revivals—in fact every kind of dissipation
that could not be proved to have anything irreligious about it.

5. KT, TRIENEETSREHERLE. (welcome)

6. hEMMLEBAED KBt R E BN RE. RN, Wt 28A M. (otherwise)

7. RERMNBIERN 3 AN, EEXER. (before)

8. KYNINMNABTIT T 75, FERANRITHESHRER, ERERUTE. (thinkup)

Part Two

Model Test 1
Part1 Dictation

Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you j‘”our times. During
the first reading, which will be read at normal speed, listen and try to understand the meaning. For
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the second and third readings, the passage will be read sentence by sentence, or phrase by phrase,
with intervals of 15 seconds. The last reading will be done at normal speed again and during this

time you should check your work. You will be given 2 minutes to check through your work once
more.

PartIl Listening comprehension

In section A, B and C you will hear everything ONCE ONLY. Listen carefully and then answer
the questions that follow. Mark the correct answer to each question on your answer sheet.

Section A Conversations

In this section you will hear several conversations. Listen to the conversations carefully and
then answer the questions that follow.

Questions 1 to 3 are based on the following conversation. At the end of the conversation, you
will be given 15 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the conversation.

1. What did the woman say about the Egyptian sculptures?
A. The Egyptians made very few animal statues.
B. The statues were all more or less the same size.
C. There were displays from prehistoric times.
D. All the statues depict kings and noblemen.
2. What did the woman say about the Greek sculptures?
A. They dated from prehistoric.
B. The statues from Crete were of primitive workmanship.
C. The Greeks are famous for life-sized nude athletes.
D. Greek statues were usually on inscribed bases.
3. What are some of the differences between Egyptian and Greek sculptures?
A. Egyptian sculptures usually had loose, flowing clothes.
B. The Greek used a wider variety of materials in their works.
C. Egyptian sculptures usually had a support at the back.
D. The Egyptians specialized in life-size sculptures.

Questions 4 to 6 are based on the following conversation. At the end of the conversation, you

will be given 15 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the conversation.

4. The woman’s essay will be focused on the difference between
A. TV news programs and education programs
B. TV and radio news programs
C. TV news programs at different hours
D. TV sports programs and local news programs
5. Which two of the time slots does Dr. Richardson suggest Stella use for her essay?
A. The six o’clock and the mid-morning B. The breakfast and the six-clock
-6 -
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C. The mid-morning and midnight D. The midday and the ten o’clock

6. What will Stella do before she decides which part of the programs to use?
A. To analyze a whole week of all the programs.
B. To collect a sample of programs over a week.
C. To analyze different audience compositions of the programs.
D. To complete the reading of all the materials.

Questions 7 to 10 are based on the following conversation. At the end of the conversation, you
will be given 20 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the conversation.

7. Why is Paula unhappy?
A. The apartment is too far from the campus.
B. The apartment needs a lot of repair work.
C. She’s having trouble with the landlady.
D. Her roommate won’t share expenses.
8. Why is Mrs. Connors angry?
A. She had to buy a new dishwasher.
B. She can’t find anyone to repair the dishwasher.
C. Paula didn’t pay the rent dishwasher.
D. Paula had some repairs done without her permission.
9. What are Paula and her roommate planning to do?

A. Find another apartment. B. Talk to Mrs. Connors.
C. Buy a new dishwasher. D. Ask Sam to do the repair work.
10. Why does Paula think Sam can help her?
A. He has some knowledge of the law. B. He can bring a lawsuit against the owner.
C. He knows the owner. D. He had the same problem.

Section B Passages

In this section you will hear several passages. Listen to the passages carefully and then answer
the questions that follow.
Questions 11 to 13 are based on the following passage. At the end of the passage, you will be

given 15 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

11. The most important way of communication is

A. television B. radio broadcast
C. printed word D. oral communication
. 12. What’s the advantage of the printed word?
A. It is not difficult to understand. B. It can avoid misunderstand.
C. It can communicate with one another. D. Large numbers of people can be involved.

13. What’s the main idea of the passage?
A. The importance of the printed word is discussed.
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B. Newspapers, books, and magazines are printed.
C. Printing is a means of communication.
D. People cannot imagine without communication.

Questions 14 to 17 are based on the following passage. At the end of the passage, you will be
given 20 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

14. How did the museum obtain the painting Early Dawn?
A. Tt was donated by the owner’s daughter.
B. It was donated by the artist’s daughter.
C. It was donated by the owner.
D. It was donated by the artist’s wife.
15. Early Dawn was painted in

A. 1930 B. 1927 C. 1923 D. 1944
16. What was Mr. Mortimer’s true nature?

A. He was jovial. B. He liked parties.

C. He liked solitude. D. He was a great gossiper.
17. Where did Mr. Mortimer like to go to paint?

A. To Boston. B. To Kentucky.

C. To Montana. D. To Minnesota.

Questions 18 to 20 are based on the following passage. At the end of the passage, you will be
given 15 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

18. How often do most places have earthquakes?

A. They never have them. B. They have them frequently.

C. They have very few. D. They have them regularly.
19. When did the worst earthquake happen, according to the passage?

A. 1556 B. 1970

C. 1976 D. 1906

20. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. Countries suffering earthquakes usually are located on islands.
B. Earthquakes are not the only natural disaster that causes great casualties.
C. Earthquakes are the most feared acts of natures.
D. Strong earthquakes are not always the most deadly ones.

Section C News broadcast

In this section you will hear several news items. Listen to them carefully and then answer the
questions that follow.

Questions 21 to 22 .are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be
given 10 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

- 8-
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21. What caused the dispute between Span and Britain?

A. British occupation in Gibraltar. B. British celebrations in Gibraltar.

C. Spanish celebrations in Gibraltar. D. Spanish protests in Gibraltar.
22. What can be inferred about the stance taken by the EU toward the dispute?

A. The EU is against Britain.

B. The EU is against Spain.

C. The EU does nothing to settle the dispute.

D. The EU starts a special session to settle the dispute.

Questions 23 to 24 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be
given 10 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

23. The animals in question are uncovered in

A. London B. Tango
C. The Republic of Korea D. Nigeria
24. What CAN be inferred about the animals in question according to the news?
A. They are extinct in Africa. B. They are found dead.
C. They can be legally traded. D. There aren’t documents needed for the trade.

Questions 25 to 26 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be
givenl0 seconds.to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

25. The focus of the police operation was
A. robbery B. bank robbery
C. money laundry D. the IRA
26. Which of the following can be inferred from the news?
A. Those arrested are members of the IRA.
B. The bank robbery was planned by the IRA.
C. Progress has been made in robbery investigation.
D. The money has been returned to the bank.

Questions 27 to 28 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be
givenl0 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

27. The President will deploy more troops to the border areato .
A. strengthen border security
B. crack down illegal immigration
C. place the area under surveillance
D. militarize the southern border
28. What did the President want to do the illegal immigrants in the country?
A. To repatriate them.

B. To issue permanent resident right to them.
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C. To start a working program for them.

D. To praise their work.

Questions 29 to 30 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be
givenl0 seconds to answer the questions. Now listen to the passage.

29. How many people have been reported dead in South Asia?

A. At least 7. B. More than 320.
C. 327. D. More than 10,000.
30. The UN children’s agency is most concerned about
A. availability of food and shelter B. availability of clean water
C. distribution of relief supplies D. raising relief funds

Part III Cloze

Decide which of the choices given below would best complete the passage if inserted in the
corresponding blanks.

A market is commonly thought of as a place where commodities are bought and sold. Thus
fruit and vegetables are sold wholesale at Covent Garden Market and meat is sold wholesale at
Smithfield Market. But there are markets for things (31)___ commodities, in the usually
(32) . There are (33) estate markets, foreign exchange markets, labor markets,
short-term capital markets, and so on; there may be a market for anything that has a price. And there
may be no particular place to which dealing are (34)_____. Buyers and sellers may be (35)___ over
the whole world and instead of actually meeting together in a market-place they may deal with one
another (36) dealing are (38)__ to a
particular place, the dealers may consist wholly or in part of agents (39) instructions from
clients far away. Thus agents buy meat at Smithfield (40)____ retail butchers all over England;
and (41) on the London Stock Exchange buy and sell (42)__ on instructions from clients
all over the world. We must therefore define a market as any area over which buyers and sellers are
in such close touch with one another, either directly or through (43) , (44) the prices
(45)_____ in one part of the market affect the prices paid in other parts.

telephone, telegram, cable or letter. (37)

Modemn means of communication are so rapid that a buyer can discover (46)_____ by asking, and
can accept it if he wishes, (47) he may be thousands of miles away. Thus the market for anything
is, (48)____, the whole world. But in fact things have, normally, only a local or national market.

This may be because nearly the whole demand is (49)______ in one locality. There special local
demands, (50)__, are of quite minor importance. The main reason why many things have not a

world market is that they are costly or difficult to transport.

31. A. rather than B. other than C. more than D. less than
32. A. sense B. meaning C. case D. situation
33. A. true B. genuine C. real D. actual
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