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Abstract

In a traditional nonmarket village of Nu Ethnic Group, a subtle equilibrium mecha-
nism among nature, cultural and human behavior could be observed ; however, after the
nuclear family became to be independent, the fragile balance between human and
nature would probably be easily destroyed. Based on the empirical analysis on a sample
of 1180 farmer household, it could be indicated that the self-sufficient or half-self-suffi-
cient farmers have very limited resources such as land, capital and technology. Under
market pressures and also for meeting their own consumption demand, the basic opera-
tional aim of poor farmers was to pursue the sustainable increment of incomes. As the
income from agriculture operation was not sufficient, that part-time work was very com-
mon at poor area. Because of the differences between the marginal revenue from agricul-
ture and nonagricultural sector, in order to achieve the purpose of maximum income,
based on the equal-marginal principle, farmers intend to invest more labors and capitals
into city or industrial sector, at the same time might decrease the input of agriculture,
so that the efficiency of agriculture had not been improved during the development
process. Under current institutional arrangement, in order to satisfy the short-term eco-
nomic interest, farmers might likely neglect social and ecological benefits. The ideal
agricultural policy should give consideration to agricultural efficiency and environment
sustainable development, while relieving poverty, so it’s necessary to design an integrated
agricultural policy, including the contents such as poverty alleviation, regional economic

growth, transfer of labor force, technology extension and education etc.
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