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Mr. Lu Xun had a plant pot in his sitting room. It looked like the jar European women
fetched water with, as shown in paintings. It was of a bluish gray with a couple of ripple
naturally embossed with its own glaze. It had a handle on each side near the top. Planted in it
were a few evergreens.

The first time I visited Mr. Lu Xun I asked:

“What plant is this? There is no fire in the room, but it is not frozen.”

It was toward evening one winter day. The sitting-room downstairs was dim. Mr. Lu Xun
was smoking a cigarette. When he took it away from his lips, holding it between his fingers at
the corner of his desk, small puffs rose as high as the top of his grayish hair and, further up,
they were no longer visible.

“It’s called evergreen. It’s always like that.” He flicked the cigarette ash to the ashtray
next to the pot and the cigarette grew redder still like a small flower glimmering two or three
inches from the cuff of his sleeve.

“It is not affected by the cold, is it?” I asked another time, not remembering exactly when.

“No, it is not,” said Mrs. Lu. “It’s a very tough plant.” She held the pot by the top, shaking
it for me to see. I noticed there were some pebbles around the bottom.

Later, as 1 got to know them better, I went up to the black table to see the plant once or
twice. Coming from the cold north I always wondered why this plant did not wither even in
winter.

The plant was now still alive. Sometimes it was place on the photograph. But it had been
transplanted into a glass pot through which their yellowish roots could be seen at the bottom.

Mrs. Lu would chat with us while moving from one plant to another, checking if any of
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them had turned yellow or needed clipping or watering. She would keep herself busy in her
room. Sometimes she examined the evergreen, sometimes she talked of Mr. Lu Xun, in front of
his photography, as if someone of the remote past.

But where was the pot now? It was standing in the graveyard, in the grass, its bottom
missing. The bottomless, empty pit had been there spring through autumn until the
pomegranate at the head of the neighboring tomb had blossomed and borne fruit.

Since the Japanese bombardment of Shanghai only Mrs. Lu had made a detour to visit the
tomb, but no others had ever been there. The tomb must have been overgrown with wild grass
and the porcelain bust of Mr. Lu Xun buried up to the chest, not to mention what had happened
to the pot.

As for us over here, there is not much we can do but write some memorial articles.
Who will go and trim the grass on his tomb, however? We are getting further and further
away from him, but no matter how much further away we are, we must remember the grass
on his tomb.

(Tr. by Liu Shicong)

|| e

AL B S o 5, H LA R ITARRR. 1936 45 10 H, &ilirtt, #ase7Ed
A, OfEMER, BERESK, B GEAMUEERY ABEELR (PiR) RELTT L. JFK
MESE T )URA e E, (BRseEL) ATz —, 5T 1938 4.

INLLHN R EREF, BOCERWEE. CAFRBR, REE—F, DR HXE
FEWEENE, HEEHER, SORAEEMANTIH. XN LBC— MR nldr iy, BEEn
SHX— S FLUER, AR SCH RS RALRA KERR MY . BB R
HTHIGMT, HANELK, BIENER TR (specific). 1524 (appropriate), )5/
GEHY 5K N B T RIS RS BRI, RAN X FEAEATEEERERINER, B
PRI BT LOR A, B IR BORTE M EE, BN PRSI G N AZIX A, BRI .
2ef oy bnE

[ER3x] &RseAdRK B, 5 BT WP 7 R UBUKRR 7, K,
A A NERHTT AR MSOR, WAL, EFFMRE, BEMKRILRTER.

[#%32] Mr. Lu Xun had a plant pot in his sitting room. It looked like the jar European
women fetched water with, as shown in paintings. It was of a bluish gray with a couple of
ripple naturally embossed with its own glaze. It had a handle on each side near the top. Planted
in it were a few evergreens.
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[i¥32] Later, as I got to know them better, I went up to the black table to see the plant
once or twice. Coming from the cold north I always wondered why this plant did not wither
even in winter.
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[##3] Mr. Lu Xun was smoking a cigarette. When he took it away from his lips,
holding it between his fingers at the corner of his desk, small puffs rose as high as the top of his
grayish hair and, further up, they were no longer visible.
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[3F3C] “It’s called evergreen. It’s always like that.” He flicked the cigarette ash to the
ashtray next to the pot and the cigarette grew redder still like a small flower glimmering two or
three inches from the cuff of his sleeve.

KRN, #EEREETEAENEE. B EERE. 84830,
i flicked, grew, glimmering %.
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[3%32] But where was the pot now? It was standing in the graveyard, in the grass, its
bottom missing. The bottomless, empty pit had been there spring through autumn until the
pomegranate at the head of the neighboring tomb had blossomed and borne fruit.
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[i%3C] As for us over here, there is not much we can do but write some memorial
articles. Who will go and trim the grass on his tomb, however? We are getting further and
further away from him, but no matter how much further away we are, we must remember the
grass on his tomb.
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