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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of 2
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Claro
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not 2 great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear, They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, aithough neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a "best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?
Who were Annie and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himsclf tn use a gun? (Because )

| LR FOUNT

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673,

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin, He was well known as a high-
wayman,

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Language Points to Remember

@ FaFRcOL

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
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We left Tiverton early in the morning.
—RERITARA T HAW.

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses’ heads.
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They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
I EAR=E, FEHaER,

All the lands were owned by these two men, and
each received one half of the money got from
them.
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| was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time would corme.
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§ KING SOLOMON'S MINES

Introduction

Sir H Rider Haggard

Rider Haggard was born in England in 1856. At the age of
nineteen he went to South Africa as secretary to the governor
of Natal. He held other official positions and ended his South
African experience as the manager of an ostrich farm (at a time
when no European lady of importance could be without an
ostrich feather in at least one of her hats).

In 1881 he returned to England to study law. He completed
his studies and became a barrister in 1884, but he did not
practise very often in the law courts. Instead he travelled in
many countries and served on a large number of committees,
especially official committees dealing with farming and country
matters. His interest in rural affairs expressed itself in books like
A Farmer’s Year (1899), Rural England (1902) and The Poor and
the Land (1905) and in a good many articles for newspapers and
magazines.

But he became famous (and rich) as the result of his novels
of African adventure: King Solomon’s Mines (1885), Allan
Quatermain (1887), She (1887), and Ayesha, or the Return of She
(1905). These are still considered to be classics of their kind.
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¥ KING SOLOMON'S MINES

Altogether, Haggard wrote about fifty novels, mostly
adventure stories. He was not what we would call a full-time
writer of fiction, since he never stopped his work of public

NS

service. It was a remarkable output.

King Solomon

King Solomon was the third king of Israel from about 972 BC
to 922. He was the son of King David and Bathsheba. The story
of his success as a king, his wisdom and his riches is told in the
Bible (1 Kings 2—11; 2 Chronicles 1—9) and in other books.

In those accounts there are descriptions of his trading with
distant countries, and there has always been guesswork about
where those countries were. Some people believed that the
Queen of Sheba, who visited King Solomon in Jerusalem, came
from Africa, perhaps from Ethiopia. Others placed in southern
Africa the port or country of Ophir, which sent gold and
precious stones to Solomon. So it seemed reasonable for Rider
Haggard to imagine Solomon’s diamond mines somewhere
north of where Zimbabwe is today. (We now believe that Sheba
and Ophir were both in southern Arabia, Sheba perhaps in
what is now Yemen, and Ophir perhaps the Dhofar province of
Oman.)

Precious stones are mentioned in | Kings 10:11 “Hiram’s
fleet of ships, which had brought gold from Ophir, brought in
also from Ophir cargoes of almug wood and precious stones.”
We read, too, that Solomon had his own fleet of ships, and they
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§ KING SOLOMON'S MINES

came home to ports on the Red Sea once every three years.
That suggests that they went guite far away, using the monsoon
winds out and back. The monsoon winds blow from the north-
east during the winter months and from the south-west during
the summer months. That means that the north-east winds
would help the ships to sail south during the winter months.
They would trade during the next twelve months, and then
return, using the south-west monsoon to help them.

Southern Africa

In the 1880s, travel in southern Africa was very slow. There
were very few roads, and for a journey like that described in
Chapter 3, white men used heavy wagons pulled by cattle—
several pairs, with one man, a “leader”, finding the way for the
first pair, and a “driver” making all the cattle pull.

Cattle couldn’t be taken into the areas where there were
tsetse fly. And that is why the hero and his friends had to leave
the wagon at Inyati and continue their journey on foot.

The Zulu tribe became very powerful under certain chiefs
like Shaka in the nineteenth century. There were a number of
occasions when Zulu armies fought against the white men who
were spreading over southern Africa. Readers may have seen
films about Africa at that time that show the well-trained Zulu
companies in action. This is the kind of force Rider Haggard

imagines in his “Kukuanaland”.
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