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Preface

It is at 14:28 on May 12, 2008, China Standard Time, that a great earthquake with Richter magnitude 8.0 occurred in Wenchuan county, Sichuan province, China.
That moment will be certainly remembered by history. This earthquake, the Great Wenchuan Earthquake, is the most destructive, the most widespread, and the most
difficult for disaster relief in China ever since the founding of the People's Republic of China in 1949.

After the earthquake, Earthquake Administration of Yunnan Province (EAYP) quickly reported the earthquake parameters and relevant circumstances to Yunnan
Provincial Party Committee and Yunnan Provincial Government. In accordance with the arrangements of China Earthquake Administration, Yunnan Provincial Party
Committee and Yunnan Provincial Government, EAYP Working Team On-site for the Wenchuan earthquake, composed of 83 members with all the possible equipments and
self-supports, rushed to the rescue of the disaster-stricken area in Sichuan 90 minutes after the earthquake. The earthquake monitoring group was honored by the greetings
of the Premier WEN Jiabao; the rescue group rescued 13 survivors, including the “Ballet Girl” of the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games; the communication group provided
effective communications support for the Front Rescue Headquarters of the State Council and China Earthquake Administration; the disaster investigation group determined
the northern part of the meizoseismal area of the earthquake, delineated the western and southern boundaries of the disaster-stricken area, completed the field investigation
and hazard assessment for Zhaotong prefecture of Yunnan province, which provided scientific basis to get the central finance aid. EAYP Working Team On-site for the
Wenchuan earthquake made a positive contribution to the earthquake disaster prevention and mitigation, and won the affirmation and praise by the government and people.

During the period of earthquake emergency response, EAYP actively gathered information, tracked disaster relief process, and constantly deepened the
understanding, then formed “The relevant problems and suggestions for strengthening the capacity-building to deal with the strong earthquakes”, which was reported to
Yunnan Provincial Party Committee and Yunnan Provincial Government, demonstrating the EAYP role as the assistant. Based on the frequent and serious earthquake
disasters, Yunnan Provincial Party Committee and Yunnan Provincial Government draw timely summing up earthquake emergency and disaster relief experiences and
lessons, worked out and implemented the “10 major measures to comprehensively strengthen the capacity-building for prevention and disposal of the earthquake disasters”,
so as to promote the overall levels for earthquake disaster prevention and mitigation, and the capacity to comprehensively dispose of the earthquake disasters, which was
praised as a wise move by HUI Liangyu, Vice Premier of the State Council.

During the period for earthquake disaster prevention and disaster relief, EAYP leaders went to Sichuan to express their condolences to the Chinese People's
Liberation Army troops for earthquake disaster prevention and disaster relief. The cadres and staff members expressed their condolences and love to the disaster-affected
people by a variety of forms, such as the donation by cellar phones, collective donation, and the particular Party membership; all the staff members, no matter in front or
rear, expressed their mourning to the victims.

During the emergency rescue efforts, the general cadre staff members from EAYP used their cameras to record the precious “historical moment”. After collection and
sorting in one year, the photos were compiled into this album. The album is divided into 11 chapters, with the EAYP emergency response for the Wenchuan earthquake as
the major contents, showing the emergency response activities of the CPC central committee, the State Council, China Earthquake Administration, Yunnan Provincial Party
Committee, Yunnan Provincial Government, a Group Army in Yunnan province, and sectors of the society. The album includes the relevant materials with high scientific
values, such as the monitoring of Wuchuan earthquakes, earthquake rupture, seismo-geology, seismic intensity, and so on. The album systematically reflects the damages of
. ground surface, earthquake damages of lifeline engineering and housing construction, and accumulates rich data for aseismic design of engineering structures and scientific
researches.

That the disasters caused by the Wenchuan M8.0 earthquake is so great, the emergency response of the Central Committee of CPC is so quick, the disaster relief by
the troops is so brave, the cooperation between different departments is so close, and the assistance from all sectors of the society is so loyal deeply moved all the Chinese
people. At the time when the anniversary of the great earthquake just past away, EAYP compiled the atlas, Grand Emergency Response Actions for the Wenchuan M8.0
Earthquake, in particular as a memorial ceremony for the souls of the dead compatriots, to concise disaster relief experiences and express our faith in our invincible country.
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After occurrence of the Great Wenchuan M8.0 Earthquake, the CPC Central Com-
mittee General Secretary, President and Central Military Commission Chairman HU Jintao
gave important instructions immediately, requiring rescue of the wounded as soon as
possible to ensure the people's lives and safety in the affected areas.
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