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Report of Research Program
on the Thoughts of Revision of
the Environmental Protection Law of PRC

A Brief Introduction of the Research Program

The current Environmental Protection Law of PRC, which was formulated in
1979 and amended in 1989, has been effective for 24 years. Since 2002, there have
been increasing voices suggesting a revision to the law. During the recent 7 years,
the representatives of the National People’s Congress (“NPC”) have submitted
motions for revision to the law every year and there are nearly one hundred motions
since 2004. In August 2012, the NPC Standing Committee reviewed the revised draft
of the Environmental Protection Law put forward by the Environment Protection and
Resources Conservation Committee (“EPRCC”) of the NPC Standing Committee.
The attending delegates hold the view that the draft was quite premature. It would
cause unnecessary duplication and contradiction to the current law and was not with
the right focuses of environmental protection work. Therefore, a further discussion

should be carried out. In order to clarify the thoughts, improve the revision quality



and promote the revision process, HD Institute of Environment Observation (“HD
Institute™) organized a series of seminars to collect suggestions from the academia,
NGOs and relevant organizations to formulate a comprehensive report to be put
forward to the decision-makers. This research program is sponsored by the Energy
Foundation.

An expert seminar and a social organization meeting on thoughts of the
revision of the Environmental Protection Law were organized by HD Institute
separately on December 20", 2012 and January 15", 2013. These meetings were
presided over by Yang Chaofei, the Deputy Chairman of Chinese Society For
Environmental Sciences and nearly 40 experts attended the discussions including the
following:

Li Qingrui, Director, Department of Policies, Laws and Regulations of the
Ministry of Environmental Protection,

Bie Tao, Vice Director, Department of Policies, Laws and Regulations of the
Ministry of Environmental Protection,

Han Min, Deputy Inspector, Department of Policies, Laws and Regulations of
the Ministry of Environmental Protection,

Wang Xi, Professor, Shanghai Jiao Tong University,

Wang Jin, Professor, Peking University,

Wang Canfa, Professor, China University of Political Science and Law,

Sun Youhai, Vice chairman, Chinese Society for Environmental and Resources
Protection Law,

Li Yanfang, Professor, Renmin University of China,

Li Qijia, Professor, Wuhan University,

Ke Jian, Associate Professor, Wuhan University,



Hu Jing, Associate Professor, China University of Political Science and Law,

Xu Guodong, Chief supervisor, China Environment Chamber of Commerce of
All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce,

Ma Yong, Director, Department of Inspection and litigation of Environmental
Law Center of All-China Environment Federation,

Zhang Jianyu, Project leader, China Project of Environmental Defense Fund,

Jin Jiaman, Executive Director, Global Environmental Institute,

Wang Jingjing, Deputy Director, Institute of Public and Environmental Affairs,

Xu Nan, Deputy Editor-in-chief, Beijing Office of the China Dialogue,

Wang Xiaoying, Funding Project official, SEE Foundation,

Li Wei, Guest Researcher, HD Institute of Environment Observation,

Wang Shekun, Supervisor, Environmental Law Research Center of HD
Institute of Environment Observation.

The experts discussed on the current Environmental Protection Law and
the 2012 revised draft of the Law regarding the topics of “Government’s Action
and Responsibility of Environmental Protection, Polluters’ liability, Supervision
and Regulation Mechanism, Environmental rights, Information Disclosure,
Public Participation, Public Interest Litigation, Civil Compensation, Judicial
Indemnification, etc”. Experts put forward their proposals and suggestions of the

revision to the law.



Seminar on Thoughts of Revision of the Environmental Protection
Law on December 20", 2012.

A Group Photo of Experts Attending the Seminar on Thoughts of Revision

of the Environmental Protection Law on December 20", 2012



The Social Organization Meeting on Thoughts of Revision of the Environmental
Protection Law on January 15", 2012
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A Group Photo of the Social Organization Meeting on Thoughts of Revision of
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the Environmental Protection law on January 15", 2012
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