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The Study of the East Asian Welfare Regime: Why and How can It grow?

Lin Mingang Liu Luchan
(Department of Social Security Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093)

Abstract  Since Gosta Esping-Anderson constructed the term “welfare regime” and created the three
worlds of welfare capitalism, relevant studies have been accumulated and scholars delved deeply in this field.
This article examines three questions which are discussed for years: Does the East Asian welfare model really
exist? If the answer is yes, could it be included in the three worlds created by Gosta Esping-Anderson? Can we
get out of the current theoretical framework to rethink the East Asian welfare regime? Then this article studies
various perspectives of scholars and predicts the future of study of the East Asian welfare regime through ana-
lyzing the changes in background, idea, method and trend.

Key words the East Asian welfare regime; Productivist Welfare Capitalism; the transformation of Wel-

fare Regimes in East Asia
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