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1 The Sinking of the Titanic (1)

More than seventy years have now passed since the
Titanic went to the bottom of the Atlantic on its first
crossing. Many people of the time believed that nothing
on earth could sink this great ship. It was man’s com-
plete answer to the storms of the sea. It was the wonder
of the world.

The Queen Elizabeth ( [i'lizobo0] ) of today is 985
feet long, but the 7ifanic of seventy years ago was not
much shorter. It was 852.5 feet long. It could carry 1,054
people in the first-class, 510 in the second-class, and
1,022 in the third-class. Thefe were also 860 officers and
men to work the ship. The powerful engines were in two
engine-rooms separated from each other by a steel wall.

The ship had six different parts, separated by steel
doors. If a hole was made in its side, that part could be
shut off from the rest. When the steel doors were closed,
the sea could not reach any other part of the ship. For
this reason and for others, it was firmly believed that
the Titanic was the safest ship on the sea.

The ship was fitted with wireless, another wonder
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of the time. It was about ten years since Marconi had
sent the first wireless signal across the Atlantic, and
now numbers of ships used it every day. Therefore the
master of the Titanic could call for help at any time. It
did not seem possible that it would ever sink. But if it
did, wireless signals would soon bring other ships to
pick up anyone in the sea.

Electric lights lit up the great ship. Electric lifts
carried people up and down. The great public rooms
were like those in a fine hotel. Science had provided
everything that an officer and an engineer could want.

The Titanic left Southampton, England, in April
1912 and sailed for Cherbourg and New York. There
were rich people on board; it was thought to be a great
honour to be allowed to sail in this wonder of the sea. It
is said that the richest men in the ship together owned
property worth £120,000,000. Mr Thomas Andrews
(['tomos 'andru:z] ), the man who planned the ship,
was also on board.

The night of 14th April was very cold. There was
no moon, and hardly any wind. Captain Smith was sorry
about the wind, because it helps sailors who are watch-
ing for icebergs. If the wind is blowing, the noise that
the waves of the sea make against an iceberg can be
heard. This tells the watching men to take care. But if
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there is no wind, there is very little noise.

The Tilanic was now in the part of the Atlantic in
which icebergs cause trouble. Icebergs come from the
north when the ice there breaks up, and they move on
the water towards the south. Ice is hard enough to cut
holes in steel, and cannot easily be seen at night.

The wireless officer of the Tifanic, J. G. Phillips
(['filips] ), had received signals telling him that ice
was not far away, and he knew very well that icebergs
can send big ships to the bottom of the sea. Most of
these important signals were passed on to the officers;
but one was not. It was a signal from another ship
reporting icebergs in front of the Titanic.

When it arrived, phillips was hard at work. Many of
the travellers had sent news or information or orders by
wireless during the day to their friends in England or
America. Wireless was a fairly new thing, and they
were rich men. Phillips was now doing his best to finish
off all this work. He was so busy that he did not report
the ice immediately. The signal lay on his table, half
forgotten.

The ship’s officers knew that icebergs were not far
away. Although wireless signals had been received from
other ships about them, the Titanic continued on its
course as usual. No changes were made; but two men,
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‘Fleet and Lee, were told especially to watch for ice-
bergs. It seems to have been a clear night at first, but
later it was not very easy to see far across the sea.

(To be continued)
(Approximately 700 words)

Comprehension Exercise

In the brackets before each sentence, write a tick (v/) if
the sentence is ture according to the passage, and
write a cross (X) if it is false:

( ) 1. The Titanic sank to the bottom of the At-
lantic on its first crossing over seventy years
ago.

( ) 2. The Titanic could carry about two thousand
passengers.

( ) 3. The crew of the ship was made up of 860
officers and men.

( ) 4. The six different parts of the ship could be
shut off from each other by steel doors.

( ) 5. People could hardly believe that the ship was
the safest on the sea.

( ) 6. The master of the Tifanic could call for help
at any time because the ship was fitted with
wireless.



) 1.

) 8.

) v

)10,

)11,

»b2;

)13.

)14,

)5,

) 16.

Marconi had sent the first wireless signal
across the Atlantic about ten years before
the Titanic was built.

The Titanic left England for France and the
United States in April 1922.

People thought it a great honour to be al-
lowed to sail in the Titanic on its first voy-
age.

The Titanic was planned by Mr Thomas
Andrews.

The night of 14th April was cold, dark and
windy.

The wind helps sailors who are watching for
icebergs, because, if there is wind, the noise
that the waves of the sea make against an
iceberg can be heard.

The Titanic was now in the part of the
Pacific in which there are lots of icebergs.
Icebergs come from the north and move on
the water towards the south.

The wireless officer of the Titanic had pass-
ed on all the important signals except one to
the officers.

The signal the wireless officer forgot to pass

on to the officers was from the Queen
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Elizabeth reporting icebergs in front of the
Titanic.



2 The Sinking of the Titanic (II)

It was not often the practice for big ships to go
slowly near icebergs. This surprising fact was the result
of the need to arrive at the right moment. These ships
were treated like fast trains; they left at the right time,
and they were expected to arrive at the right time. The
shipping companies did not like the captains of ships
that were late.

Sometimes ships struck icebergs but were able to
reach port. Very often chance saved a ship, which just
missed an iceberg. But ships were increasing in size, and
the newest ships could travel faster than the older ones.
If a ship moves very quickly through the night, its
chance of striking an iceberg is higher than if it moves
slowly. This fact was especially important for the
Titanic, which was one of the fastest ships on the sea.

The two men who were watching for icebergs, Fleet
and Lee, suddenly saw something dark just in front of
the ship. They immediately rang the ship’s bell, and Lee
telephoned to the officer of the watch to report the
iceberg.



The necessary orders were given at once, though it
is impossible to stop a great ship immediately, espe-
cially if it is moving at about twenty-five miles an hour.
But the officer did his best. The engines were stopped
and then started again to pull the ship backwards. The
steel doors were closed. The ship was turned away from
its straight course. But it was all too late. Too late!

The ship struck the iceberg with its side while it
was still moving forwards. It struck the ice again with
another part of its side. In a few moments six great
holes were made in the steel. Water rushed in, not in one
place but in separate places covering three hundred feet.
The steel doors were therefore useless.

Captain Smith soon understood that nothing could
save his ship. At a quarter past twelve in the early
morning he ordered the wireless officer to send out the
ship’s position and the letters CQD. This is the call for
help which is understood by men of all nations. It told
the world that the 7ifanic was sinking. The impossible
was happening.

At first the people on board did not believe that the
ship was sinking. They had been told that it could not
sink, but they understood the truth when the captain
gave the order to prepare the boats. Women and chil-
dren were ordered into the boats first, but some wives
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