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Whisk! An arrow flies from behind a mountain in the
east. The shrill sound of the arrow testifies to the strength of
the shooter’ s wrist. The arrow pierces the neck of a swallow in
flight and sends it tumbling from the sky to the snow - covered

ground below.



From the west, four horsemen ride across the snow. They
stop at the sound of the arrow. Marveling at such a feat, they
wait to see who the shooter is; but nobody emerges from behind
the mountain. One of the four horsemen, a tall, lean and eld-
erly man, sensing the shooter has gone the opposite way, rides
forward to check. The other three follow. When they come to
the other side of the mountain, they can only faintly see five
horsemen a mile away. Something is suspicious here, says the

elderly man.
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