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The War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression (1937-1945) broke out, and
Sanmao was eager to sign up for the
military services. However, he was too
young to enlist in the army. An idea
occurred to him. By walking on stilts and
wearing a pair of long pants and a hat, he
looked just like an adult. This time, the
recruiting officer didn’t recognize the boy
and accepted him as a soldier.
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resistance n.{ikiit
aggression n.{Zi%
enlist v.fiE5%, fiEA
occur V. AF]

stilt n. (%) #ER
recruiting adj. i 555 511



To his disappointment, Sanmao served as
an orderly for his company commander.
His work was to take care of the man’s
family. When they went out, Sanmao had
to hold shopping bags for his officer’s
wife and carry their son on his back.
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orderly n.#j% %
company n.J%RA

commander n. 5%



Before long, Sanmao was transferred to
the company. Day after day he made his
bed very neatly. One day, however, his
bed was all messed up because two elder
soldiers had been chatting and eating
food on it when he was out. The poor boy
was severely scolded by his officer.

AANG, =B,
HRMALRMEERERS, H2A—
K, EAUATERIRHE, WASERTEM
R EWIRIZAT, RRFRT, F
B=BRTER—WE,

transfer v 2
mess up F1EL-E/HE, R
chat v.Ifiil K

severely adv./™Jjji

scold v.5i %



There were quite a few rules in the
army, and Sanmao tried to follow those
senior soldiers so as not to make any
mistakes. One day, he met an officer on
his way to drilling and bowed to him,
but unfortunately bumped against his
big fat belly.
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senior adj.ff K ff), &R
drilling n.ill%:. 45

bow v.#f5, w5

bump v.iilf, i



Every soldier got a pair of straw sandals,
including Sanmao. So excited, he tried
the shoes on, but found that they were as
big as two boats for his small feet. So he
put the sandals in a direction vertical to
his feet, put his feet in, tied the toe and
the heel of each sandal together with a
string, and wound the two strings around
his legs, just like wrapping a pyramid-
shaped dumpling. It’s done. Sanmao was
walking in front of other soldiers proudly.
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straw sandal

vertical adj. 1

wind v.4i%g, {1, % Gik
wound, i 24 iElwound)

pyramid-shaped dumpling %5 1*




On the wall hung a leather belt. Sanmao
took it down and wore it around his
waist. However, the belt was too long for
him. The boy hit upon an idea. He got a
wastepaper basket, cut off the bottom,
and fixed the basket onto his body. Then
he wore his uniform, with the belt around
his waist. It worked! Other soldiers found
it strange: How could the little Sanmao
turn into a fat man overnight?
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fix AR e, wH

uniform n.ilfi. FEHR




The company commander asked Sanmao
to polish the leather boots for him.
Sanmao took away the boots and the shoe
polish to start working. The officer waited
for a long time, but Sanmao didn’t return.
Finally, he found the naughty boy by the
river. Wearing the leather boots, Sanmao
was trying to catch frogs in the river!
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polish n.# il
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Sanmao didn’t like wearing army cap
because it flattened his three hairs. So, he
cut a hole in the cap to let his three hairs
out. However, the company commander
soon found it and scolded the boy
severely. He ordered Sanmao to wear
another cap, and this time, it was a steel
helmet!
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RAIE T, a2 sl LB ZENE
XK ER RN

flatten Vﬂifﬁ'F- ﬁV‘i
helmet n.:k#&, %




A soldier brought back a fish and some
vegetables to try to cook dinner for
Sanmao and himself. There was no
cooking pot, so Sanmao suggested using
his helmet as a substitute. The two were
excited at this idea and began to cook
their dinner. Suddenly, the bugler sounded
an emergency rally. Sanmao hurriedly put
his helmet on after pouring out the fish
soup just cooked. Not knowing that the
helmet could be very hot, the poor boy
was scalded.
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substitute n. B {0, fCH &
bugler n.5F, #l%5k
rally n. CEH) 4
emergency rally % a4
scald v. %1




A mess cook gave Sanmao a brush and
asked him to clean the cooking pot. The
pot was very large and deep, so Sanmao
jumped into it to clean the bottom. The
mess cook came back only to find that
Sanmao was in the cooking pot seeming
to take a break. Angrily, he grabbed the

boy’s three hairs and pulled him out of

the pot.
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mess cook i
) grab v, Hi4F, ZPHL
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Sanmao tried to pick a piece of fruit from
a tree, but was stopped by a boy who
was passing by. Sanmao got angry and
showed the boy his military uniform. The
boy was frightened by Sanmao’s identity,
and picked the fruit for him.
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identity n. %}
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Sanmao was caught in a downpour as
he forgot to take an umbrella, and was
soon soaked through. He went back to
his barracks, changed a clean uniform
and walked out with an umbrella.
Unfortunately, on the way., he was called
by an officer who didn’t take an umbrella.
Sanmao had to hold the umbrella for the
officer while he himself was all wet again!

T, ZBEAWSE, PR
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downpour n.{il 7 AR
soak v.{fi¥iE

barrack n. %
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Sanmao was squatting to eat his meal.
However, flies were flying around. He got
the insecticide and sprayed it at the flies.
It worked. The flies either died or flew
away. The boy continued enjoying his
meal, forgetting that it was contaminated
by the insecticide. Soon he fainted away
like the flies.

SR B2, G ORE
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insecticide n.7%Hi7)
spray VWi, MGt
contaminate v.7¢ M, WiE, V5%




Sanmao got tired on the march. He freed TE@d, =EBERT. AT

himself from his heavy backpack, water . HHMKE, THEENRE,
pot, helmet, rifle and clothes, and put J5 3 T 4T 4R 25 F AR B0k T 1 5=
them all into the rear basket carried by an HPHREE, RETVE, 2EZ

elder soldier on a shoulder pole. As the s .
el bt rrasrmal e nri A = B A T T 1 5 0 LB

soldier lost his balance because the front

basket was now lighter, he asked Sanmao

to jump into it to keep the balance.

march n.fr%
free v.ff (11
backpack n.7§1u
water pot /K
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